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Elham Valley Group Newsletter – 7th December 2025
“Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all”
Find us online : www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk OR www.achurchnearyou.com
This week’s services : 2nd Sunday of Advent
8am – Said Eucharist – St Mary the Virgin, Elham
8.30am - Breakfast Service – St Mary & St Radegund, Postling
9.30am – Eucharist - St Mary the Virgin, Elham
9.30am – Holy Communion – St Martin, Acrise
10am – WoW (Ways of Worship) – St Mary & St Ethelburga, Lyminge
11.15am – Eucharist – St Mary Magdalene, Denton
4pm – Evensong – St Oswald, Paddlesworth

Tuesday 9th  December
 8.30am - Morning Prayer- St Mary the Virgin, Elham
	The Collect: 
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour we may be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God. Amen 
	Post Communion Prayer:  
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him
in the humility and purity of his first coming
that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

	Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 11:1-6
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,  the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  the spirit of counsel and might,  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,  and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  6 The wolf shall live with the lamb,  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  and a little child shall lead them. 

	Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1-12 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”’ 4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

	Please Pray for Robin Mackonochie, Mark, Tom Hutchings, Millie Collins, Jill Fitch, Poppy Allard, John Meers, Michael Kirk, Alice Mills, Martyn Bowles, Claire Laker.
Please contact the Benefice Administrator Alison Dale 07985025381 or beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  to add people to the prayers.
Please pray for the departed, Roger Hargreaves & Vera Law, and those for whom an anniversary of death falls at this time, Pamela Hulme, John Brook, John Herbert, Sheila Pickett, Jean Smith, Christine Podesta, Colin Clark, Evelyn Jasper, Kathy Mansfield, David Weir, Gillian Stubbs and Patrick Griffin.

	 To arrange for Funerals, Thanksgivings, Blessings, Renewal of Vows and all other services please contact the Rector – revcarolbates@gmail.com   0777 239 4855
For Baptisms and Weddings please contact the Benefice Administrator -beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  07985025381


Parish Notices:  
Burial:
Derek Newman – 5th Dec. 1pm – Lyminge
Funerals:
Roger Hargreaves – 8th Dec. 11am – Lyminge
Vera Law – 18th Dec. 11am – Barham Crematorium
Wedding:
Joanna Haeger & Alexander Feaver – 6th Dec. 12pm – Elham
Benefice Notices: see website for full details or contact Benefice Admin (above).
Advent Bible Study
On the 6th, 13th and 20th Dec. There will be a three week Advent bible study open to all. The sessions will be between 10.30am and noon, in Hawkinge. Let me know if you would like to attend, and I will let you have my address. Tel: 07503 290552 or email sharonpaine10@aol.com.  Rev. Sharon Paine
Christmas Sing-Along - 7th Dec. 5.15pm – Elham
Advent Meditation by Candlelight –10th Dec. 5.30pm– Postling 
Cantores Christmas Concert – 13th Dec. 6pm – Lyminge
Acrise Family Carol Service – 14th Dec 9.30am
Carol Singing – 15th Dec. 6pm – Coach Rd/School Rd., Acrise
Carol Services – 20th Dec. 5pm – Lyminge; 21st Dec. 9.30am – Acrise; 11.15am – Denton; 5pm – Elham Methodist Church; 22nd Dec. 7.30pm – Postling; 24th Dec. 6pm – Wootton; 11.30pm Cat & Custard, Paddlesworth then church.
Christingle – 21st Dec. 3pm – Paddlesworth; Jan. 25th – 9.30am - Acrise
Quiet Christmas Service – 20th Dec. 3pm – Elham
Crib Services – 24th Dec. Christmas Eve - 11.30am – Postling Church; 3pm – Lyminge; 5pm – Stanford; 5pm – Elham
Christmas Eve Eucharist- 11pm – Lyminge; 11pm – Elham
Christmas Day – 9.30am – Morning Service – Acrise & Postling; 10am – Eucharist - Elham
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