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CHURCH SERVICES 
Sundays 11:00 First Sunday: Worship4U non-Eucharistic all-age service 
     All other Sundays: Parish Communion  
     (5th Sunday as announced) 
Mondays 16:00 Evening Prayer 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to worship God and work together with our fellow Christians in 
the power of the Holy Spirit to: 

• develop the spiritual life of all Christian people; 

• share the good news of the Kingdom of God; 

• bear witness to His love and forgiveness. 

PARISH PERSONNEL 
Vicar Rev. Tracy J. Swindells 01772 679515 
Clergy Rev. Christine Gould 07912 078842 
Churchwardens Heather Nuttall 07905 328160 
 Craig Eckersley 07887 500269 
Authorised Lay Minister Lynn Slater 635309 
Organist/Choirmaster Andrew Slater 635309 

Parochial Church Council   
Vice Chair Gwen Hughes 07884 218224 
Secretary Vacant  
Treasurer Andrew Slater 635309 
Free Will Offering Secretary Andrew Slater 635309 
Electoral Roll Officer Rachel Bates 446618 
Deanery Synod Reps Heather Nuttall 07905 328160 
 Craig Eckersley 07887 500269 
Safeguarding contacts Rev. Tracy J. Swindells 01772 679515 
 Heather Nuttall 07905 328160 
 Craig Eckersley 07887 500269 

If you feel called to take on the role of Safeguarding Officer, please speak with Rev. Tracy. 

100 Club Heather Nuttall 468071 

Parish Magazine Team parishmagazine@freckletonparishchurch.org.uk 

Church Flowers Irene Fare 681054 

NEXT MAGAZINE 
Please send your articles for the next magazine by the deadline of 
Friday 16 January to parishmagazine@freckletonparishchurch.org.uk. 
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A LETTER FROM GRACE 
My dear friends, 

On Remembrance Sunday last year (I am writing this in 2025), the journalist, 
Alison Pearson, was visited by two police officers who told her that she had 
been reported for a non-crime hate incident. 

She asked what it was she had said, or written, but they said they couldn’t tell her. 

She asked who her accuser was. Not only was she told that they couldn’t tell her 
but said that she mustn’t refer to the person as the “accuser” but as the “victim”. 

What happened to innocent until proved guilty? 

When she wrote an article about it, she had a lot of support, but she was 
nevertheless very upset. Shortly after the article appeared, she took a taxi in 
London. When she got out, the taxi driver looked at her and growled, “You that 
Alison Pearson?” 

“Yes, I am,” she replied, fearing the worst. 

“No charge, love,” he said, and drove off. 

Now she was a well-paid journalist, probably on expenses, so the saving of the 
taxi fare meant very little to her, but this act of kindness meant a great deal. 

We live in mad times at the moment, with wars and conflicts all over the world 
and acts of gratuitous violence in all countries, including our own. Even the law 
seems to have gone pear-shaped. It seems to me that small acts of kindness 
in these times are more important than ever. 

Jesus never gave us the idea that things were going to get better. In fact, He 
warned us that the world, if anything, would get worse. He said that there 
would be wars, famines and earthquakes. 

However, He also said, “Believe Me, anyone who gives even a cup of cold 
water to one of these little ones, just because he is My disciple, will by no 
means lose his reward.” 

So there we have it, small acts of kindness. 

So as we travel into 2026, we would like the world in general to improve, but 
even if it doesn’t, we should still take the opportunity to do small acts of 
kindness, because in that way, we can make the world close to us a better 
place, and it is a way of showing that we are Jesus’s disciples. 

   All good wishes for a blessed New Year. 

     Yours in Christ, 

      Grace  
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FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS 
Dear friends 

Happy New Year to everyone! We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas 
break and enjoyed whichever of our services and events you attended. If one 
of those services or events was the first time you, or one of your friends and 
family, visited our church, then we hope you, or they, will come again soon. 

We’re sending a special thank-you to John Rodes and son, who very kindly 
came with their truck and power-washed the paths in our front churchyard 
shortly before Christmas. That brings us on to think of all the other people who 
have kindly helped us in many ways, some seen and some unseen. These are 
all some great examples of acts of kindness, as Grace mentioned in her 
ministry letter, and we thank you all. 

Moving into January, we have our week of prayer for Christian unity coming up 
on 18-25 January – the octave of St Peter and St Paul. And on the 24th, we’re 
restarting our coffee and toasties again, after our Christmas break. 

Yours in Christ 

The Wardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOTHES FOR THE HOMELESS 
We have a box at the back of church for NEW clothes, specifically for the 
homeless in Preston this winter. Hats, scarves, socks and gloves would be 
very welcome. Thank you for your generosity.  
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CHURCH NEWS 
Adapted from our Facebook page, among other sources… 

Thank you to everyone who supported our November coffee and toasties in 
any way. It was especially wonderful to welcome Dan Flemen and his family, 
now that he's settling into his new home and starting to get around the village 
again. 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone involved in the lovely village Christmas tree lighting 
service, on Tuesday 2 December. 

 

Rev. Tracy was very impressed by Year 3’s knowledge about their topic of 
being called by God. They had some brilliant questions about her calling, too. 
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Thank you to all who celebrated Christingle with us on Sunday 7 December. 
Well done to the Christingle detectives! A special thanks to Heather for making 
our Christingle cakes. 
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Christmas lunch for The Three Churches Together clergy. Deacon Kim 
brought her posada, and lots of conversations were had with people about it. 
Lunch was yummy, thanks to the Ship. 

 

 

Thank you so much to everyone at both St Paul’s, Warton and Holy Trinity, 
Freckleton for their generous donations of socks, hats and Secret Santa gifts. 
They're off on their way to the Foxton Centre and Harbour House. 
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Freckleton C of E Primary School joined us for their Christmas Eucharist on 
Thursday 11 December. Well done to our lucky players who won these prizes 
in our game about hope and waiting in Advent. 

We enjoyed Carols at the inn at the Coach & Horses on Friday 12 December. 

 

 

Carols by candlelight: thank you to Freckleton C of E Primary School for 
singing your lovely carol and reading some of the lessons. 
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The pictures from the carols round the tree, on Friday 19 December, really do 
need no narrative to go with them, except for one word – magical! A huge 
thank you to Mr Slater from Holy Trinity Church, Freckleton for playing the 
piano for us, and thank you also to Father Christmas and his helper for taking 
time out of their busy schedules to deliver chocolate lollies to all the children 
on behalf of our wonderful PTFA. (Freckleton C of E Primary School) 
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WI NEWS 
The Freckleton WI meeting was held at the Village Hall on 9 December and 
was our Christmas meeting. 

Kathy opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and said that the record of 
the last meeting will be read out in January. 

We started off with a game called “Steal a Gift”. Nine gifts were set out, and 
each member received a playing card. When their card was called, they chose 
a gift, and when all gifts had been chosen, members were allowed to steal 
them. After all the playing cards where dealt, the remaining members with gifts 
were allowed to keep them. 

Members then enjoyed a wonderful buffet, catered for by Joanne at Tasteful 
Catering, with a glass of wine and desserts provided by the WI committee. 

Our entertainment for the evening was provided by Just Jay, who sang songs 
from the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s, plus lots of Christmas songs We all knew 
the words to the songs and had a dance. A vote of thanks was given to Jay by 
Lynn Bourn. 

Our next game was “Roll a Snowman”: a type of beetle game with a 
difference. This was played by teams of six, and the winner from each table 
received a prize. 

The competition was for a Decorated Jam Jar, and this was won by Margaret 
Thompson, with Lynn Desport coming second and Kathy Gemmell third. 
Michaela Bass won the 2024/2025 Competition Cup. 

The answers for the Table Quiz were given and prizes given out, and the raffle 
was held. 

Kathy Gemmell was presented with a bouquet of flowers in recognition of her 
work as President.  

Kathy told her Christmas “Little Story” and, when the laugher subsided, wished 
everyone a Happy Christmas and a safe journey home. 
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Village Hall 
Do you have a birthday, anniversary or other celebration 

coming up, or are you interested in running a regular class, 
then why not consider renting the Village Hall? 

The Hall is centrally located with good adjacent parking. 

It is well equipped and available at a reasonable rent. 

For details, contact: 

Chris Shelstone Tel. 880203 
freckletonhallbookings@gmail.com 
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Join us 

Freckleton Players 
(formerly Harlequins Theatre Group) 

If you’re interested in  
acting, make up / costumes, sound & lighting, 

publicity / leafletting, stage management 
…get in touch… 

Come along to one of our rehearsal afternoons on a  
Sunday from 2.30pm or call Chris/Wendy on  

01772 880203 or 07764 157755. 

Freckleton Village Hall, School Lane 

We are NODA members (National Operatic & Drama Association)  
and have won a number of awards since we formed in 2007. 

www.freckletonplayers.net 
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MU MEETINGS UNTIL THE END OF 2026 
14 January AGM and Jacob’s join 

11 February Meal at Rigby’s 

06 March World Day of Prayer 

11 March Clive Hurst – Humanist 

08 April Craig Eckersley – Uganda 

13 May Fr Richard Dashwood – Drums 

June Afternoon tea, Glendower Hotel 

July and August Holidays 

09 September Linda and Richard Nulty – Food Bank 

14 October The Samaritans 

11 November Jane Cairns – Outreach 

09 December Dave Mawson – Keyboard and buffet 
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ADVERTISE IN THE PARISH MAGAZINE 
Annual fees for 2026 (January-December): 
 • Full page advertisement (A5, black & white) £75 
 • Half page advertisement (A5, black & white) £40 
 • Optional magazine subscription £10 

For more information, please contact parishmagazine@freckletonparishchurch.org.uk. 

We accept payment in cash, by cheque to “Holy Trinity Church”, or by BACS. 
Advertisers are welcome to change their advertisement designs during the year. 
The deadline for submissions is normally the third Friday of the preceding month, as announced in 
the magazine. 
We publish advertisements in our printed magazine only; we do not publish advertisements in our 
online communications.  
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YURCH NEWS 
December was another busy month for us. We finished our Christmas craft 
making, in aid of our charities, 'Ronald McDonald House' and 'Lancashire 
Mind.' Thank you to everyone who gave us donations, we will tell you next 
month our total so far. 

Those of you who have attended our December services will have noticed we 
have contributed in different ways. During the service on 7 December, Ella and 
Purdie did a brilliant job with the intercessions, and Samuel read the New 
Testament Lesson beautifully. The following week, the trio sang the first 
verse of 'Once in Royal David's City' and then joined the choir for the rest of 
the Carol service. They did a magnificent job, praised by many in the 
congregation, and the choir very much appreciated their contribution. 

We finished the term with a celebration night, with a blast from the past, 
playing our version of the old TV game 'Family Fortunes'. 

We hope you have all had a great Christmas and New Year, hopefully with 
some of your family, but if that wasn't possible this year, don't forget, our 
church family is always ready to welcome you at any of our services and 
social events. 

       Best wishes from Lynn & Gwen (Yurch Leaders) 
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SCHEDULE – JANUARY 2026 

Sun. 04 Jan. 11:00 Worship4U 

Sat. 10 Jan. 10:00 St Paul’s Little Café 

Sun. 11 Jan. 11:00 Parish Communion 

Wed. 14 Jan. 14:00 Mothers’ Union AGM and 
Jacob’s join 

Sun. 18 Jan. 11:00 Parish Communion 

Week of prayer for Christian unity – 18-25 January 

Mon. 19 Jan. 16:00 Evening Prayer 
at Holy Trinity 

Tue. 20 Jan. 19:00 Evening Mass 
at Holy Family 

Wed. 21 Jan. 08:30/09:30 Morning Prayer/Eucharist 
at St Paul’s 

 14:15 Afternoon service 
at Freckleton Methodist Church 

Sat. 24 Jan. 10:00 Coffee and toasties 

Sun. 25 Jan. 11:00 Parish Communion 

Evening Prayer Mondays at 16:00, except 29 December 

 

Would you like to bring a relative or friend with you to one of our services or 
other events, who doesn’t usually attend but might try it if you ask? Just say: 

“I’m going, it's going to be good, would you like to come with me?” 
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DAN’S NEXT STEPS 
29 November 

Dan made his very first outing last weekend, to the coffee morning at Holy 
Trinity Church. He had a fab time, and he caught up with friends, old and new. 
Thank you to Rev. Tracy and everyone for making ourselves and Dan so 
welcome. 

01 December 

Dan made his second outing last weekend, to the Christmas fayre at 
Freckleton Methodist Church, with great stalls selling Christmas bits. He again 
had a fab time, and he caught up with friends old and new. Thank you to 
Deacon Kim Gabbatiss and everyone for making ourselves and Dan so 
welcome. 

We were hoping to get to St Paul’s for their Christmas fayre on the same day, 
but unfortunately, Dan was too tired by then. 

It’s always busy for Dan with medical appointments. He was back at Royal 
Manchester Children’s Hospital for his regular MRI scan, to check that his 
brain tumour is still responding to the marathon of chemotherapy he endured, 
which was 78 weeks in total. His shunt is also checked. 

Dan is getting stronger day by day now he's home. This time, he managed to 
stay still in the MRI scanner for an hour and did not need to be sedated by 
general anaesthetic. This is a massive milestone for him, as he managed to 
control his dystonia, which has always got the better of him in the past. 

05 December 

Dan had a lovely evening at the lighting of the Christmas tree in the village. 
We used to go every year before Dan became ill. It was fantastic to see it so 
well supported by everyone. 

12 December 

Last weekend, Dan was out and about and managed to go to St Paul’s coffee 
morning. Fab sausage barms, and lots of cake and coffee. Thank you to 
everyone who made us feel so welcome. Dan also had a catch-up with 
Trish Wood, whose grandson went to school with him. 

14 December 

A great big thank you to Freckleton Band for making time to come to play for 
Dan. It was really kind to keep him in your thoughts. This really cheered up 
Dan, who has been suffering dystonic/epilectic episodes, which are being 
investigated at the moment by his new medical team. It was much 
appreciated – the joy it brought to his face. 
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Thank you to everyone at Love of the Glove. The love and support from the 
local boxing fans has been fantastic, and the local awareness generated and 
amounts raised have, and will, make a massive difference to Dan. 

18 December 

It's only Thursday, and Dan’s been very busy with Pear Tree School visiting 
him at home for lessons, and visits to Blackpool Victoria Hospital and Royal 
Manchester Children's Hospital. The great news is that the operation carried 
out at RMCH to rebuild his left foot has been a success, and it is healing very 
nicely. The surgeon is very pleased with progress. The good news just keeps 
on coming: the results from his disease development scan show his brain 
tumour is stable, with no changes. Dan has also had an EEG test carried out, 
to try and help diagnose his seizures/episodes, and we are waiting for the 
results. Onwards and upwards! 

19 December 

It was hard to believe it was our first Christmas at home for three years with 
Dan. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported our family and our Dan. 

If you still want to help and support Dan, we'll be deeply thankful. There is no 
question that he would benefit from additional rehabilitation, therapies and 
equipment not readily available on the NHS. 

https://gofund.me/6864e37b2 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
Funerals  

24 November (Donald) Malcolm Grant (Holy Trinity) 

27 November Patricia Margaret Norcross (Holy Trinity) 

27 November Megan Anne Simmonds Compton (burial of 
ashes, Holy Trinity) 

12 December Joyce Burnettt Harrison (Holy Trinity) 

16 December Deryck Lund (Holy Trinity) 

18 December Jane Shaw (St Paul’s) 

22 December Frederick Charles Squires (St Paul’s) 

100 CLUB WINNERS 
23 November Kath Broadhurst 

30 November Rev. Christine Gould 

07 December Dot Hall (Christmas draw) 

14 December Linda Fiddler 

The 100 Club pays out a £25 prize each week, with special draws of £50 at 
Easter and £100 at Christmas. If you would like to join, for just £1 a week, 
please contact Heather Nuttall (468071). 
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ROTAS FOR JANUARY 2026 
Welcomers For all Sunday services at 11:00 

04 January Craig Eckersley  

11 January Jennifer Gates Linda Gardner 

18 January Gwen Hughes Irene Fare 

25 January Grace Edmondson Ruby Currell 

CHURCH LINEN 
January Grace Edmondson 

Any problems, please contact Grace Edmondson on 634958. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS 
04 January Mr T. Garlick Dates in brackets are 

requested dates. 

Extra flowers can be placed 
in church at any time. 

For enquiries, please 
contact Irene Fare, 
01772 681054. 

11 January Mrs K. Broadhurst 

18 January Mrs S. Gardner (19/1) 

25 January Mrs M Winder (27/1) 

Kindly arranged by: I. Fare 
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FRECKLETON CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 
School news from December 2025 

Staffing news 

We are looking forward to welcoming two new members of staff to school 
following the Christmas break. Mrs Bonney and Mrs Hingley will both be 
working as Teaching Assistants in school, and we are sure they will very 
quickly slot into our team and our wider Freckleton family. 

We are also pleased to announce Mrs Wormleighton’s new arrival, Tobias 
James Wormleighton, who arrived safely and weighing in at a healthy weight 
of 9 lb 6 oz. We can’t wait to meet the youngest member of our Freckleton 
family in the new year. 

Christmas! 

We knew Christmas was just around the corner when our beautiful tree 
arrived. We are very grateful to Rob Isles from Flaming Logs for providing the 
tree to school free of charge. It has certainly brightened up the dark December 
days and provided much joy to the children, staff and visitors alike. 

Peter Pan at the Lowther Pavillion 

Sticking with the Christmas traditions, the whole school enjoyed a visit to the 
Lowther Pavillion to watch this year’s pantomime Peter Pan. Thanks to our 
wonderful PTFA, the visit was made affordable for all. As they say, “We’ll have 
to do it again then won’t we? Wooh!” We are already looking forward to next 
year and what Beauty and the beast has in store. 

Infant nativities and junior carol concerts 

Our children certainly know how to put on a show! All the children from our 
youngest in Freckles through to our oldest children in Year 6 took part in a 
Christmas performance over the last couple of weeks. What better way to let 
their lights shine than to retell the Christmas story. 

Carols round the tree, including a special visitor 

May God bless you abundantly this Christmas season and fill your hearts with 
the peace and joy of Christ’s birth. As we celebrate the mystery of the 
Incarnation, may the light of Emmanuel—God with us—guide and strengthen 
you in your daily lives. May the Lord keep you safe, grant you good health, and 
surround you with His loving care throughout the Year of Our Lord 2026. May 
He bless your families, your homes, and our parish community, now and 
always. 

Neil Kenyon, Headteacher  
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NEWS FROM LIFE ASSOCIATION 

 

Dear friends, 

As many of you will be aware, this autumn we have been appealing for support 
to rebuild the Life Christian School in India, which provides a quality Christian 
education to 200 children from rural communities. 

The foundation work has been completed, and the pillars and plinths have 
been installed to form the ground floor of the building. Work has begun on the 
first floor, the slab work is in progress, and the plinth beams and pillars are 
being installed, which will form the first floor of the building. 

 

Pictured below is Bhanu, a former student at the school. In August 2023, we 
shared his story of how the school has had a positive impact on his future. 
When he left school, he went to college to train as an electrician and plumber. 
This provides him with a steady income to provide for his family. He is married 
with two young daughters, who also attend the school. They are also part of 
the church family. Bhanu is assisting with the construction of the new school 
building. 
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We thank you for your generous donations that are helping to make all this 
possible. As we have shared previously, we estimate the rebuilding of the 
school will cost approximately £66,000, with ongoing running costs of 
approximately £24,000 per year to cover the cost of teaching and after-school 
provision. 

 

Please will you consider making a donation to ensure Jesus-centred Christian 
education is secured for future generations in this community for families like 
Bhanu? 

 

God bless you, 

Lisa and the Life Association team 

St Thomas’ Parish Centre, 135 Caunce Street, Blackpool FY1 3NJ 

info@lifeassociation.org.uk | www.lifeassociation.org.uk | Charity registration 1115262  
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
Clergy, Churchwardens, Deanery Synod Representatives, Rachel Bates, 
Linda Gardner, Gwen Hughes, Andrew Slater, Lynn Slater. 

 

CHURCH WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA 

 www.freckletonparishchurch.org.uk  

 holytrinitychurchfreckleton  

 @holytrinityfrec      

 holytrinitychurchfreckleton  

 www.achurchnearyou.com/freckleton-holy-trinity 

 

DAY SCHOOL 
Headteacher Mr Neil Kenyon 01772 632350 
Site Supervision (Sector Security) 01772 764729 
 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
Branch Leader Anne Kay 634063 
Secretary Grace Edmondson 634958 
Treasurer Marion Smith 632078 
 

CHOIR 
Your Choir needs You! 

Male or female, if you enjoy singing, why not come along to our weekly 
Thursday practice (18:45) or chat to any member. 

Andrew (Choirmaster) 
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SAFEGUARDING 

  

Local contacts available to speak 
to if you have any concerns: 

Tracy Swindells 
Vicar 
01772 679515 
revtswindells@aol.com 

Heather Nuttall and Craig Eckersley 
Churchwardens 
07905 328160, 07887 500269 
safeguarding@freckletonparishchurch.org.uk 

Catherine Smith 
Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser 
07711 485170 / 01254 502088 
catherine.smith@blackburn.anglican.org 

Local Authority Social Services: 
0300 123 6720 / 6722 out of hours 

Thirtyone:eight emergency cover 
0303 003 1111  

 

 
HELPLINES 

• NSPCC: 0808 800 5000 

• Childline: 0800 1111 

• Stop It Now: 0808 1000 900 

• NAPAC: 0808 801 0331 

• Samaritans: 116 123 

• Family Lives: 0808 800 2222 

• National Domestic Violence Helpline:  
0808 2000 247 

• Fylde Coast Women’s Aid: 01253 596699 

• Action On Elder Abuse: 080 8808 8141 
• Social Care: 0300 123 6720 

• Modern Slavery Helpline: 0800 0121 700 

IF THERE IS IMMEDIATE RISK OR 
DANGER, PLEASE CONTACT THE POLICE 

ON 999. 
www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding 

 



   

   

 

 


