

The Herald 
Linking the congregations of the Craven Arms Benefice:
Acton Scott, Halford, the Pilgrim Centre, Stokesay & Wistanstow
28th December  The First Sunday of Christmas

Readings: Isaiah 63.7 - 9, Hebrews 2.10 – 18 and Matthew 2.13 – 23


	

	
	





	


Collect 



Almighty God,
who wonderfully created us in your own image
and yet more wonderfully restored us
through your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to share in our humanity,
so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

Post Communion 







Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth 
    the life of an earthly home:
help your Church to live as one family,
united in love and obedience,
and bring us all at last to our home in heaven;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen


In Our Prayers 

 Loving Lord, today we remember all families. We give great thanks to Mary and Joseph who's shining example of parenthood leaves a legacy of unwavering duty and unconditional love for us to aspire to. Hear our prayers we bring before you.
· As war and conflict continues to dominate the world, we pray for peace. May those that have lived, fought and worked through conflict find some inner peace this Christmas. May the Holy Spirit walk beside them and give them hope that peace is possible. 
· We pray for those that do not have enough. Enough food, warmth, shelter and love. May those that do not have enough feel the love of God within them this Christmas. May find what they need to thrive and may others help and recognise their plight.
· We pray for ourselves, our families, our friends and our community gathered here today. May this special season bring us closer to one another and may previous disagreements, or unresolved conflict, be cast aside as we enter a New Year of hope and joy. 
· We pray to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Let this Christmastide, bring us closer to the infant Jesus and may his birth bring about a newness in each of us. 
Loving Lord, unite all Christians this Christmas with the arrival of your son, Immanuel, God with Us, to the world we are saved.  Amen
Please pray for all who have asked for our prayers: 
Dorothy Thomas • Nikki Ray • Chris Silcock • Janet Martin • 
Lillian Tomlinson • Monica Morris • Andrew • Henry Hand • 
Andrew White • Grace Turner • Barbara Barkley •





Notices 
Today’s Service is:


  Stokesay      10.00 am     Communion with Carols
                                      Benefice Service  




Thursday at 10.30 am: Morning Prayer will be live-streamed from the Vicarage using the ‘Craven Arms Parishes’ Facebook page. 



This is Holy Innocents Day: we pray for all children who suffer through violence, war, or neglect. We remember especially the innocent victims of conflict and abuse, and give thanks for those who work to protect and nurture the young. May our churches and communities be places of safety, healing, and hope.




This week we pray for renewal as the year turns. May the coming year bring courage for change, justice in our societies, and tenderness in our relationships. 




We also remember all working for sustainable economies and fair opportunity, that their efforts might help communities to thrive in dignity and hope.



The First Sunday of Christmas sits in that gentle space between the wonder of the Nativity and the turning of the year - a time when the world feels quieter, yet the message of hope still rings bright. Christmas reminds us that God’s love is not a distant idea but a living presence, born into our human story in the most vulnerable way - as a child. In these days, we are invited to linger at the manger, to let the reality of Emmanuel, God with us, sink deeply into our hearts. It’s a season to remember that the light which entered the world in Bethlehem is not fleeting. It is a light that continues to shine in the ordinary moments of our lives -  in kindness offered, in forgiveness given, in joy shared.
May this Sunday be a reminder that Christmas is not just a day we celebrate, but a truth we carry forward: that love has come, and it is here to stay.




If you have a notice for inclusion in the Herald please forward via email:  heraldcravenarms@gmail.com 
or text : 07484 835170. Deadline is noon on Thursday.

Benefice Facebook page: ‘Craven Arms Parishes’



Rev Clive Munday can be contacted on: 01588 672876 or via email: vicar@caparishes.org.uk  


Services & readings for next Sunday 

Celebrating The Epiphany (Gold or White)


Isaiah 60.1-6, Ephesians 3.1-12
Matthew 2.1-12


	Pilgrim Centre	      8.00 am       Holy Communion

	Acton Scott          11.00 am       All Age Worship




Sharing God’s love with all through word and deed


