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St Peter and St Paul Newsletter

7th December 2025
Second Sunday of Advent

10am Holy Communion
Leading, Preaching & Presiding : 

Rev Charlie
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Readings
Isaiah 11:1-10

Romans 15:4-13
Gospel - Matthew 2:1-12

                            

Reflection by Bart

Advent: Waiting That Shapes Us
The season of Advent is now upon us! Waiting is not a skill most of us enjoy

practicing. We wait in traffic, on the phone with customer service, at the
doctor’s, for test results, for news from far-off loved ones. Much of that waiting

feels passive and frustrating, like life has stalled. But Christian waiting is
something different. Advent asks us to wait the way the prophets waited, not

idly, but with hope that leans forward, hope that takes action because it trusts a
promise.

The candles of the Advent wreath remind us what this waiting looks like. Each
flame grows the light in the room a little more, and each Sunday our attention



shifts from longing to fulfilment. Hope, peace, joy, love, they aren’t just themes
for nice sermons, but postures that shape our daily life. Hope is not blind

optimism. It is the conviction that God is at work even when we cannot see the
outcome. Peace is not the absence of conflict, but the presence of Christ in the
midst of it. Joy does not depend on our circumstances, but on God’s nearness.
Love is the heart of all of it, God’s love for us and our love poured back into the

world.
Advent also reminds us that Christ did not come into a world prepared for Him.
He arrived into poverty, instability, and political turmoil. He came to people who
were weary of waiting, carrying burdens they could not set down. That makes

Advent especially meaningful for those of us who enter the season feeling
stretched thin. The promise is not “Get your life together and then Christ will

come,” but rather “Christ comes precisely to those who need Him most.” God’s
light breaks into our real lives, messy, unfinished, imperfect—and transforms

them from the inside out.
As we make our way toward Christmas, may this Advent season become more
than a countdown. May it be a time to breathe deeply, to notice the quiet ways

God is drawing near, and to remember that the hope we await is already at
work among us. Christ came, Christ comes now, and Christ will come again. In

that promise, we find our courage, our patience, and our joy.
 
 

Services



Our next Monthly All-Age Service is 
Sunday, 21st December

It will be our Family Nativity Service
 







CHURCH NEWS

PRAYER DIARY
St Mary Greenhithe has had a prayer diary produced every month by one of
their members. This has daily entries, with reminders to pray about various

church activities and our community. Over the past 6 months this has included
St Peter and St Paul's activities as well, so we have decided to go the whole

hog and make it a joint prayer diary for both churches.



Please find the December Prayer Diary
HERE

There is also the option to receive each daily entry by email, which arrives
about 5.30am, so is available for you to read whenever your normal prayer time

is. If you would like to receive this daily email you can subscribe through the
button below:)

Subscribe to Daily Prayer Diary

https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/dd1a1cc9-7531-6f7e-7cb2-2422536491b1/Prayer_Diary_Dec_25.pdf
http://eepurl.com/hJPXib




'Friends of St Peter & St Paul'
For more information, see the leaflets in Church or contact Revd

Charlie, the Church warden or the Administrator. 





 UPCOMING EVENTS











REGULAR EVENTS in the Church Centre





Next meeting - 6th January 2026
 







Next meeting 5th December 2025

Next meeting on Sunday 7th December



Next meeting Tuesday 9th December 2025







Sunday 21st December 2025
Christmas Meal at St Mary Greenhithe.

Please give your menu choices to Kelly.



COMMUNITY INFORMATION





Do you have time on your hands and the ability to knit? Would you like to knit
these special therapy toys for young children?

A worry monster is designed to discuss and reduce worries. Children write or
draw their worry onto a piece of paper and then feed it to their worry monster.
Once the monster has eaten it, the worry can then be discussed and shared
with an adult. There are also self image monsters to help children work through
these issues.

We are calling on all knitters to get involved in knitting these for donation to
Walk Tall's Children's Therapy. Ann Duke, CEO of Walk Tall, says 'Our child-
specialist psychotherapists use them. Each child is given their own Worry
Monster. It then becomes the child's friend and, as part of the therapeutic
process, gobbles up all their worries. We have so many little Twinkles (from 3
years old upwards!!) who are in therapy because of the trauma/abuse/neglect



they've suffered. The Worry Monsters are SO useful in externalising internal
states.'

If you would like to knit these for donation to Walk Tall Children's Therapy,  then
the patterns are on our Church Website under News and Events on page 5. Or
why not come along to St Peter and St Paul's Knit and Natter group on the first

Tuesday of every month, from 2pm-4pm. Wool can be supplied. Please
contact Revd Charlie if you would like more information.

ACTIVITIES at ST MARY GREENHITHE

WEEKLY

Sticky Fingers
Every Tuesday 9.30am-11.30am (during term time)

Toddler group suitable from birth to 4 years. 
Follow us on Facebook SMG Family Ministry

 

Seniors Afternoon Tea
Every Tuesday 2pm -4pm.

mailto:revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com


Everyone is welcome to come along for an afternoon of meeting
and making friends and conversation.

 Community Café.
 Every Wednesday 9am-1pm. Do come and join us.

For more information see the St Mary Greenhithe Facebook Page
 

Monthly Coffee Morning
with crafts, Bike repairs and Edible Ebbsfleet planting

3rd Saturday of the month.
9.30-11.30am

 

 
MCK Food Banks

We really appreciate your support of the MCK food banks and are very
grateful for all the donations we receive.

Please do not donate pasta at the current time as we have a huge excess.

Thank you xx
 

Current MCK Newsletter - OCTOBER

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryGreenhithe
https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/3b8be600-7d32-d8d4-c380-bc0bf85dc9e8/Newsletter_October_2025.pdf


Diocese of Rochester Vison Update
 
Seeking first the Kingdom of God we are called together by God to

change, serve and grow with compassion, courage and creativity.

Please click here to go the website for more information.

FUNDRAISING IDEAS

Rochester Diocese Vacancies

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/about-us/ourvision/progress-updates/
https://rochester.anglican.org/xdb/vacancies




Or donate here

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/swanscombe-st-peter-w-st-paul-dartford/


HELP US RAISE MORE FUNDS FOR
CHURCH - we raised £20.75 with the
last batch of cartridges. Thank you.

If you have a printer at home or at work
and don’t know what to do with the

used cartridges, please drop them in
the box in the Church Centre and we
can receive up to £2 per cartridge. 

Only print cartridges though no laser or
toner cartridges. Thank you to

everyone who donated. 

   We are an Eco-Church
  Silver Award Winner!!

 

The overall aim of the Eco
Church award scheme is to

celebrate the ways that church
communities have been

engaging with caring for the
earth as a key part of our

Christian faith.
Have a chat with Steve,

Helen, Charlie or Gareth to



find out more.

NEWSLETTER- SHARE THE NEWS

If you know of others who would be interested in receiving
the St Peter and St Paul Newsletter, please ask them to
email me. I do not have a comprehensive email list for the
church, so I am relying on you sharing with others about
this newsletter to expand its reach and ensure all are kept
up to date with what is going on at St Peter and St Paul.
Thank you.
Revd Charlie



CONTACT US

Revd Charlie Lloyd-Evans
Priest-in-Charge
Day off is Monday

Email:- revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com
Phone 01322 383160

mailto:revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com
mailto:revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com


Revd Bart Woodhouse
Curate

Day off is Friday
Email :- revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com

Phone 07383 334378

Church Wardens
Steve Groves

Email:- swgroves1@btinternet.com
Phone 01322 384184

Office Administrator
Jen White

Email:-admin@swanscombechurch.co.uk
Phone 07927 546172

Normal Office Hours are Monday 11am-2pm and Tuesday 9am - 1pm.

 

If you would like to make a donation to the ongoing mission and ministry of St
Peter and St Paul, Swanscombe,  you can do so by clicking this button, which
will take you to a payment portal. Thank you for your continued support of the

church.
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The Rectory
Swanscombe Street

Swanscombe, Kent DA10 0JZ
United Kingdom
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