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Description automatically generated]St Peter and the Holy Apostles, Plymouth- Sunday 14th December 2025
The Third Sunday of Advent/ Gaudete Sunday (Year C)
Welcome to the Parish Mass
Welcome to St Peters Church. This sheet provides all that you will need for today’s Mass. If you need any assistance before, during or after the service or need a large print copy of this order of service please speak to one of our welcome team. (identifiable by a lanyard)
Please respond to the words in non-italic Bold, The Hymns are sung by all. Please inform the people on the door when you enter if you require a Gluten Free Host
…………………………………………………………………………………
[bookmark: _Hlk126407507]We Stand for			The Entrance Hymn

[image: Attention Teen Singers: Join Our New Choir – GAUDETE! | St. John the  Evangelist Parish]1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

2. O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them victory o'er the grave:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

3 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadows put to flight:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

4. O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. O come, O come, thou Lord of Might,
who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
in ancient times didst give the law
in cloud and majesty and awe:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

The Introductory Rite
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Following the greeting we respond.  And with your spirit.
The Priest introduces the Mass
The Lighting of Advent Candle 3 – John the Baptist
Jesus said, ‘No one more important than John the Baptist has ever been born; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’
Amen. Come soon, Lord Jesus!
The second candle is lit and this response is used
Jesus is the light of the world. 
A light no darkness can ever put out.
[image: Advent: Information or Faith – Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet]We sing:
John the Baptist, by his preaching
and by water poured,
brought to those who heard his teaching 
news of hope restored:
‘Keep your vision strong and steady,
and be ready for the Lord.’
The Penitential Rite
Cantor- Show mercy to us, loving Father.
              We have sinned against you, please make us anew.
               In your love and your grace You forgive us.
               (Lord have mercy…) 
All- 			Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy.

Cantor- Look not on our failings, Lord, Jesus.
              We have sinned against you, please make us anew.
              By your life and your death, You redeem us.
              (Christ have mercy…)
All-			Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy.

Cantor- Come fill our hearts Holy Spirit.
              We have sinned against you, please make us anew.
              Forgive us and heal us and save us.
              (Lord have mercy…)
All-			Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy.
Priest-		May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to   everlasting life. Amen.



The Collect

Let us pray.  

O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray,  to attain the joys of so great a salvation and to celebrate them always  with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

We sit for		The First Reading- Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, ‘Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Sion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Responsorial Psalm- Ps 146(145):6c-7. 8-9a. 9b-10. ℟ Matthew 5:3

Response- Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

It is the Lord who preserves fidelity for ever,
who does justice to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, the Lord who sets prisoners free. R

The Lord who opens the eyes of the blind,
the Lord who raises up those who are bowed down.
It is the Lord who loves the just, the Lord who protects the stranger. R

The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow, but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever, your God, O Sion, from age to age. R

The second Reading- James 5:7-10

Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

We stand for-	The Gospel Procession and Acclamation- Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18)

Alleluia, alleluia.
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor.
Alleluia.

[bookmark: _Hlk208655199]The Gospel- Matthew 11:2-11

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to N. Glory to you, O Lord.
[image: First Presbyterian Church of Hackensack]At that time: When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’
And Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.’
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses.
‘What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written,
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.”
‘Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’
[bookmark: _Hlk208655225]The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
We sit for 		          The Homily

We stand		          The Creed
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and became man’, all bow.
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

We remain standing for   The Prayers of the Faithful

Cantor- There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord, for you to reveal yourself to us.
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God.

All- There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord, for you to reveal yourself to us.
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God.

Cantor- For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer.
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, O God.
All- There is a longing in our hearts…

Cantor- For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer.
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, O God.

All- There is a longing in our hearts…

Cantor- For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer.
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, O God.

All- There is a longing in our hearts…

Cantor- Lord save us, take pity, light in our darkness.
We call you, we wait, be near, hear our prayer, O God.

All- There is a longing in our hearts…

The Priest Concludes the Prayers of the Faithful 
………………………………………………………………………………………..
No collection is taken during the Mass, but there is a collection box at the back of church for you to give your financial contribution. All money collected helps towards the mission and ministry of our churches. If you would prefer, a card reading machine is available at the back of the church for your contribution.
The Offertory Hymn

1. When the King shall come again
all his power revealing,
splendour shall announce his reign,
life and joy and healing:
earth no longer in decay,
hope no more frustrated;
this is God's redemption day
longingly awaited.
[image: Sung Eucharist - Events - St Augustine of Canterbury, Alston - A Church  Near You]2. In the desert trees take root
fresh from his creation;
plants and flowers and sweetest fruit
join the celebration.
Rivers spring up from the earth,
barren lands adorning;
valleys, this is your new birth,
mountains, greet the morning!
3. Strengthen feeble hands and knees,
fainting hearts, be cheerful!
God who comes for such as these
seeks and saves the fearful.
Deaf ears hear the silent tongues
sing away their weeping;
blind eyes see the lifeless ones
walking, running, leaping.
4. There God's highway shall be seen
where no roaring lion,
nothing evil or unclean
walks the road to Zion:
ransomed people homeward bound
all your praises voicing,
see your Lord with glory crowned,
share in his rejoicing!






The Liturgy of the Eucharist
Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right and just.
The Priest continues with the Preface. The Sanctus is the said or sung: 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The Priest continues the Eucharistic prayer. The following is said or sung
The mystery of faith…. We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

The Priest concludes the Eucharistic prayer. 

Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer 
At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
Deliver us, Lord, we pray… and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.

The Peace
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.
The peace of the Lord be with you always: And with your spirit.
Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All are invited to make an acknowledgement to each other to mark the sign of the peace.
The Agnus Dei
All say or sing:
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

The Invitation to Communion
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

All who are regular communicants in their own tradition are welcome to receive the  sacrament if you are not a communicant you are welcome to come forward at this point in the service to receive a blessing To indicate that it is just a blessing you require, please take this service sheet up with you. We have returned to offering the chalice at the time of communion but please do not feel any pressure to receive from the common cup as the church teaches that the sacrament is received fully in one kind. We request that you do not intinct (dip) your host in the Chalice but either take a sip from the cup or return directly to your seat. This is for reasons of good hygiene.

The Communion Hymn

[image: Discover 7 Noah's stuff and eucharist ideas | communion, communion banner,  first communion banner and more]1. Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding;
'Christ is nigh,' it seems to say;
'cast away the dreams of darkness,
O ye children of the day.'

2. Wakened by the solemn warning,
let the earth-bound soul arise;
Christ, her Sun, all ill dispelling,
shines upon the morning skies.

3. Lo, the Lamb, so long expected,
comes with pardon down from heaven;
let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
one and all to be forgiven;

4. That when next he comes with glory,
and the world is wrapped in fear,
with his mercy he may shield us,
and with words of love draw near.
5. Honour, glory, might, and blessing
to the Father and the Son,
with the everlasting Spirit,
while eternal ages run.
We stand for      		The Prayer After Communion

We implore your mercy, Lord, that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of our faults
and prepare us for the coming feasts. Through Christ our Lord. Amen

The priest may give some brief notices
The Concluding Rites
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.

May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Dismissal
Go forth, the Mass is ended. Thanks be to God

The Final Hymn

1. Rejoice! The Lord is King,
your Lord and King adore;
mortals, give thanks and sing,
and triumph evermore: 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

2. Jesus the Saviour reigns,
the God of truth and love;
when he had purged our stains,
he took his seat above:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

3. His kingdom cannot fail;
he rules o'er earth and heaven;
the keys of death and hell
are to our Jesus given:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

4. He sits at God's right hand
till all his foes submit,
and bow to his command,
and fall beneath his feet:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
rejoice, again I say, rejoice.
5. Rejoice in glorious hope;
Jesus the judge shall come,
and take his servants up
to their eternal home:
We soon shall hear the archangel's voice;
the trump of God shall sound: rejoice!
…………………………………………………………………
The Angelus 
The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, The Lord is with Thee;
Blessed art thou among women,
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us sinners, 
Now and at the hour of our death.

Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it done to me according to thy word.
Hail Mary. . . 

And the Word was made flesh. And dwelt among us.	Hail Mary…
[image: Mother Mary Vector Images – Browse 12,281 Stock Photos, Vectors, and Video  | Adobe Stock]
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray:

Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ Thy Son was made known by the message of an angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resurrection. Through the same Christ Our Lord. Amen.
……………………………………………………………………………..
The Notices
Advent across the Society Parishes in Plymouth
Through Advent at St Peter’s the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed from 8.00am – 9.00am (except Monday & Sundays)

Sunday 14th December- Christingle Service- at St Francis, 4pm TODAY

Sunday 21st December- Christmas Carol Service- at St Gabriels, 5.30pm
………………………………………………………………………..

Help Needed for our Winter night Shelter-
help is needed to support our winter night shelter between December and March on Wednesdays…  splitting the shifts and duties will make this more manageable for volunteers! 	Therefore, Help is needed with…

- preparing beds and welcoming night shelter users with a hot drink 8pm- 11pm on Wednesdays.
- Overnight cover 11pm Wednesdays to 7.00am Thursday (you need to be able to stay awake to cover this shift!)
- Making hot drinks and toast and clearing beds- 7am- 9.30am on Thursday.
For further information please speak to Fr David or Ben

Through the winter months we will be supplying toast for those in need and on Wednesday lunchtimes we will also be supplying soup.

 

For Prayer

Those who have asked for our prayers…. Denise, Janice Allin, Leslie Porch,
Sheila Tucker, Tina Smart, Kathy Haydon, Bobby Lilicrap, June Brock,
Emma Addison, Georgie Maher, Ian Craggs, Brenda Alderson, Lois Tobin, Brenda Steed, Anne Lewis, Jenny Harvey, Jackie Morrison, Anna, Gwen Lamb, Anna Lynch, Jackie Fisher, Helen Lewis, Val Bradden, Cynthia Way, Pauleen Stewart, Amelia Coughlan, Roger Lewis, Shaun Carrie, Fr Jon Bielawski, Catherine Samuel, Julian Davies.

Recently Departed- Mark Sturman, Malcolm Kemp, Mary Wood

[bookmark: _Hlk72578627]Anniversaries of Death-
[image: A table of names and numbers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
[image: A table with names and numbers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]










The Mission Community of St Peter and the Holy Apostles
[bookmark: _Hlk39146745]St Peter, Wyndham Square + St Thomas, Royal Navy Avenue + St James-the-Less, Ham Drive
A Church of England Parish in the care of the Bishop of Oswestry 
Parish Priest Fr. David Way SSC: 01752 240119 fr.davidway@gmail.com
.com 
Mission Development Minister/ LLM/ Parish Ordinand: Ben Otley 07939800544 benotley.mission.plym@gmail.com

Parish Website: plymouthstpeter.co.uk ~ FOR MUCH MORE INFORMATION ON EVENTS, ETC.

This week’s services
	Sunday 14th-
The Third Sunday of Advent
Gaudete Sunday
(Liturgical Year A, Weekday Cycle 2)
(Psalter Week 3)
	8.30am St Thomas    Fr DCW


10.00am St Peter       Fr DCW

4.00pm St Francis- Honicknowle
	Mass with Hymns

Sung Mass

Christingle service

	Monday 15th- Weekday in Advent
	St Peter 10.00am       Fr  PL
	Mass

	Tuesday 16th- Weekday of Advent
	St Peter 10.00am       Fr DCW
	Mass

	Wednesday 17th- O Sapientia
	St Peter 10.00am       Fr DCW
	Mass

	Thursday 18th- O Adonai
	St Peter 10.00am       Fr DCW
	Mass

	Friday 19th- O Radix Jesse
	St Peter 10.00am       Fr DCW
	 Sung Mass

	Saturday O Clavis David
	St Peter 10.00am       Fr KH
	Mass

	Sunday 21st-
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
O Oriens
(Liturgical Year A, Weekday Cycle 2)
(Psalter Week 4)
	8.30am St Thomas    Fr DCW


10.00am St Peter       Fr DCW

4.00pm St Gabriels- Peverell
	Mass with Hymns

Sung Mass

Christmas Carol Service


St Peters is open daily 8.30am- 12noon- Place of Welcome, Place of Prayer, food larder etc.
[image: Qr code

Description automatically generated] Safeguarding: If you have any concerns regarding the safety of children and others who are vulnerable, regardless of age, you must tell the Duty Priest or our parish Lay Safeguarding Representative- Jackie Morrison- email randj49@gmail.com Tel 07848859124.
For online donations please scan the QR code

image4.jpeg




image5.gif




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.tmp
14th
Cecil Stone
Jessie Smith
Roy Morrish

15th
Beatrix Vere
William Uren
Richard Thompson

Wallace Hutchens George Ireland

Dennis Rowe

George Smith

16th 17th
Lily Long Charles Mumford
David Aldridge Mary Nicholas
Ronald Austen George Sanders
Clara Fackwell Betty Wiffin
Jean Oliver
Norman Young
Andy Fowkes
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Michael Houghton (bishop) Benjamin Gribbel Isabella Robinson
Ernest Tossell Jessie King Caroline Full
Elizabeth Midgley William Pengelly Amy Kerswill

Peter Stanley Harvey Archie Morris
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