March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda
1st Sunday of the Kingdom Season, 2nd November 

Church Services
St Peter’s Sundays 8am & 11am; Wednesdays 10am
St Mary’s Sundays 9.15am; St Wendreda’s Sundays 11am
St John’s Sundays 9.30am; Tuesdays 10am
THIS SATURDAY 10am St Peter’s Requiem for departed loved ones.
THIS SUNDAY 4pm St Peter’s, Mourners Service, Time to Remember 

Meditation for All Saintstide
    One of the saddest things to see in an English medieval church is the way in which images of saints were scrubbed off screens and pulpits during the 16th century reformation or by parliamentary soldiers around the 17th century civil war. The Lady Chapel at Ely Cathedral is a spectacular example of such a desecration, with the heads knocked off every single figure in a remarkable frieze that runs around the inside of that lovely place. Reversing the marginalisation of saints has been underway in the Church of England for a century and a half, and there is now more open recognition of their spiritual significance than at any time since those destructive times. The process has been greatly assisted by the diligent recovery of their history, and the careful publication of many writings of saints from across the whole Christian Church. Saints are no longer just legendary figures; and their recovery has deep ecumenical significance as saints are still being declared in some of our sister churches, and the Anglican we are adding commemorations to our calendar, and even filling in some of those vacant niches in Cathedrals and Churches. We have a fine St Peter over the main entrance.
     What does it mean to become a saint?
     “A saint is someone who makes God real.” This definition by Archbishop of Canterbury Michael Ramsey is a good place to start, as the first hallmark of a saint is someone with a heightened sense of God’s presence and reality, who responds to the demand that his call to us in Jesus makes upon our lives – “Follow me!” If a person orientates their life in the direction of God, she or he can become a mirror of the divine reality to others. If a person submits their will freely and lovingly to the following of Christ, she or he can become like Christ in a distinctive and unique way. If such a person finds their life caught up in, and transformed by, the power of the Holy Spirit, she or he can kindle the fire of God’s love in the hearts of other people. Someone once said to St Anthony in the desert of Egypt that “to see you, Father, is sufficient”.
    But if our lives are so distracted by material and transient preoccupations, we may not be able to sense the reality of God, any more than a person always wandering around a shopping mall will be able to contemplate and enjoy the stars in the night sky. Are we really so busy that we cannot give our priority to our prayers? Does watching television or engaging with social media induce mental passivity and superficiality that is inimical to serious thought? How do we order our use of time when we are not actually on task? Do we want to spend time with God? How regularly do we reflect on the bible? Have you ever read or listened to the writings or life of a saint? How seriously do you prepare for Holy Communion each week? How much do you value your spiritual dimensions or your soul?
     All Christians are called to holiness. What does this mean? It means spending time with God in prayer, worship, meditation or contemplation. A saint is a person who has learnt to give this priority in their daily lives, giving quality time to God, and sometimes constructing their whole life around a life of worship. In some monasteries, prayers at night can last for several hours: monks and nuns can be in church for eight hours a day. Their vocation to a life of prayer poses a serious challenge to us all in the West. Monastic life has seen a revival in some parts of the world and new expressions and forms are being experimented with.
     A saint is also someone who takes the bible seriously, reading it closely, prayerfully, trustingly, questioningly and imaginatively. In the early and medieval church people had to learn scripture by heart, often beginning with the psalms and gospels. A saint will often look back to the life and teaching of an earlier saint, taking their example and writings to heart as a foundation for life. She or he will never need to feel alone in their own vocation, but rather draw on the deep spiritual riches and traditions of the worldwide Christian Church. A saint is therefore someone who allows the Holy Spirit to lead them into all truth, which means a life-long education, formation, and commitment. Their spiritual life points beyond itself to the eternal life and love of God.
    As in a strong friendship or good marriage, time spent with another person alters someone, hopefully for the better. This is certainly so with God. A saint is someone who becomes like God simply being in his presence, someone in whom the love and character of Jesus may be glimpsed. What is fascinating about saints’ lives is the way in which they record this process in so many varied historical and social situations. Each saint is a unique person in a particular context: they are never religious clones and certainly never boring people!  No saints claim to be perfect, however, nor did their friends and disciples consider them in that light. Instead, they saw in the saint’s life the pattern of the Gospel repeated and made real: the compassion of Jesus, the relevance of his teaching and his example. They also often witnessed the pain of following Christ so closely, as many saints’ lives were marked by illness and suffering, by hostility and persecution. They demonstrated the force of the teaching of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount about the narrow gate and the afflicted way that leads to eternal life. Through their lives, healing often flowed into the lives of others, during their lifetime and possibly after their death. Their burial places often became shrines – places where holiness could be sensed, and signs of the hope of the resurrection.
     The sense of God, being with God, becoming like God – this is the pattern of sanctity to which we are each called. The challenge of All Saints-tide is to become what we are called to be in Christ. As St Augustine once said, “Christians see set before them on the altar that which they are called to become.” Consider the silver chalice of the Holy Communion: something very precious, dedicated to a unique task; something that has to be cleaned and prepared, standing stable on the altar and entirely open to heaven, looking upwards and waiting for the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the gifts of bread and wine. We are invited to make the words of Psalm 63 our own:
O God, thou are my God: early, eagerly and earnestly will I seek Thee:
My soul thirsts for The, my flesh longs for Thee,
In a dry and weary land where there is no water.
I look upon Thee in the sanctuary, to see Thy power and glory.
For thy lovingkindness is better than life itself: my lips will praise Thee.


Prayers
Let us pray to the Lord who has risen from the dead and invites us to new life.
Jesus bread from heaven, you satisfy the hungry with good things: grant us a share with all the faithful departed in the banquet of your kingdom.
Hear us risen Lord, our resurrection and our life.
Jesus, light of the world, you gave the man born blind the gift of sight: open the eye of faith and bring us from darkness to your eternal light and glory.
Hear us risen Lord, our resurrection and our life.
Jesus, Son of the living God, you summoned your friend Lazarus from death to life: raise us at the last to full and eternal life with you.
Hear us risen Lord, our resurrection and our life.
Jesus, crucified Saviour, in your dying you entrusted each to the other, Mary your mother and John your beloved disciple: sustain and comfort all who mourn.
Hear us risen Lord, our resurrection and our life.
Jesus, our way and truth and life, you drew your disciple Thomas from doubt to faith: reveal the resurrection faith to the doubting and lost.
Hear us risen Lord, our resurrection and our life.
May God, in his infinite love and mercy, bring the whole Church, living and departed in the Lord Jesus, to a joyful resurrection and the fulfilment of his eternal kingdom. Amen.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, who rested in the sepulchre,
and so sanctified the grave to be a bed of hope for your people; that when our bodies lie in the dust, our souls may live with you; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  you live and reign, now and forever.    Amen.

May God be your comfort and your strength;
May God be your hope and your support;
May God be your light and your way;
and the Blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you now and for ever more.     Amen.



Next Saturday 
8th November 10am-12noon
St Mary Coffee Morning at Sue’s
All Welcome

St John’s Church Activities
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
9.15-11.15 St John’s Tots;
Tuesday
10am Midweek Communion Service
Study Group 11-12 NOTE NEXT Nov 18th  
Study Group 7pm-8.30pm; Film The Chosen 
Wednesdays Community Hub in Hall 12-2
Thursday 1st Thursday Social Group (see above)
Friday Choir Practice in Church 

THIS WEEK Next First Thursday 6th Nov 7:30  
NOTE VENUE CHANGE 30 Westwood Avenue
 Celia Green on her time as Met Police Special
SAVE THE DATE: First Thursday Christmas meal on Thursday 4 December at the conservative club 7pm for 7:30pm. All welcome - partners, friends 
Regular Church Activities at St Peter’s
Tuesday
10am-12noon Knit and Natter;
1st St Peter’s MU 2.30-4pm  3rd Deanery MU
Wednesday
10am Midweek Communion Service
1st Study Group 7.30-9pm THIS WEEK Nov 5th 
2nd Wed Christian Aid Lunch Hall 12-1pm

Next Saturday 8th November 2pm
CMS Violin & Piano Concert St Peter’s
Music form Bach, Gershwin, Shostakovich, Clarke
£18 (£15 members) u18 Free 01354 693160

Buy your Stamps ready for Christmas and benefit the Church Association Sudan & South Sudan normal cost (87p each units of 10)
but with greater range of designs than normal.
Contact Sue Claydon by 10th Nov 01354654214
Wed 19th Nov 12.30-2.30pm St John’s Hall
Vaccinations available – see poster for details

Thanks to all who supported Lumos Experience

Saturday 8th November Craft Fair at St Wendreda’s

Wednesday 12th Nov 7pm St Peter’s
Can’t Sing Choir Charity Concert
popular songs in Aid of Local Youth Charities
The choir was set up for the benefit of the local community to sing for fun and for the health-giving benefits it brings (both physical and mental).
Suggested cash donations of £5 on the door
1st Kingdom Sunday 2nd November 
All Saints Sunday
Welcome to St John the Evangelist,
 St Peter & St Mary Churches 
in the March Team

TODAY 4pm at St Peter’s  
MOURNERS SERVICE 

Regular Sunday Services
St John 9.30am Sung Communion
First Sunday of each Month 
9.30am Wholeness Service with Laying on of Hands 
3rd Sunday MESSY CHURCH 1-3pm

St Mary 9.15am Traditional Sung Communion
This Week MOURNERS SERVICE

St Peter 8am Holy Communion
             11am Sung Communion
Last Sunday  Sunday Club 11am

TUESDAY St John’s; 10am Holy Communion
WEDNESDAY St Peter’s; 10am Holy Communion
Zoom services            Sunday 5.15pm Team Service
Thursday 8.30am Morning Prayer

Team Rector: Rev Andrew Smith 01354 572117
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com
All enquiries about Weddings Baptisms etc to Andrew
Baptisms;12.30 St Peter; 2pm or later St John St Mary

Team Leader in Mission Ruth Clay 07905950849
RevRuth.marchchurches@outlook.com
Clergy; Jane Rees 463284, Anthony Chandler 652894, 
Jenny Webb 650855, Mother Jane Dicker 661099 
Readers; Hannah Taylor 661712, Stewart Piper 
FUNERALS
Tue 11th 11.30am St Wendreda; Doris Denson
Thu 13th 12noon St Wendreda; Wilfred Bennett 
Fri 14th 1.45 St Mary; Doreen Easey
Wed 19th 10.30am Fenland; Brenda Sired
Next Week, November 9th, 2nd Kingdom, Sunday
 2 Thessalonians 2 v1-5 & 13-17, Luke 20 v27-38
2pm Baptism at St John’s
Next Week, 9th Nov, Remembrance Sunday
9.30 Parade from Sainsbury’s
9.45-10.30am Service in St Peter’s
10.40am Parade to Memorial.
11am Remembrance in Broad St
(Also Act of Remembrance in St Peter’s 11am)
11.40am Simple Communion in St Peter’s
Services at usual times at St Mary’s and St John’s
Also Tuesday November 11th 11am in Broad St


Prayer, Collect, for this week
Just and merciful God, true Lord of every house, sure delight in every heart, come into our midst today to speak your word and satisfy our hunger. Enable us to see you clearly, to welcome you with joy, and to give justice and mercy a place in our lives. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, who is one God for ever and ever. Amen.

Epistle 2 Thessalonians 1 v1-12
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. Therefore we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith during all your persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring. This is evidence of the righteous judgement of God, and is intended to make you worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering. For it is indeed just of God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to the afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, separated from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes to be glorified by his saints and to be marvelled at on that day among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed. To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you worthy of his call and will fulfil by his power every good resolve and work of faith, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
March Christian Aid Group Quiz Night
Friday 14th Nov 6.45 for 7 pm at Catholic Church, 
£5 per person to include a glass of wine/soft drink
Come as individuals or as a team of up to 6 people
12th–14th Dec St Peter’s Christmas Tree Festival
Entry forms for Christmas Trees now available.
Individuals or Organisation invited to enter a tree.
LAST WEEK for SHOEBOX APPEAL
Christmas Presents for children in need.
Leaflets available; boxes need to be back by 
Wed 5th Nov to St Peter’s or any church 
by the preceding Sunday, 2nd Nov
Gospel of Luke 19 v1-10
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycomore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.’ So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.’ Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.’
Prayer after Communion
Lord of the lost ones, you come to our broken homes and call us your own: may our tables be graced by your presence as guest, and our possessions freed to serve the poor; through Jesus Christ, the Seeker.  Amen.

NOVEMBER
Sat 22nd  St Peter’s Christmas Fair 9.30-12.30
Sat 29th 11.30am St Peter’s Snowman Live perf 
DECEMBER
Sat 6th St John’s Christmas Fair/ Choir 10-1.30
Sun 7th Dec 1pm Christmas Lunch at St Mary’s
Fri 12th – Sun 14th Christmas Tree Festival 
          at St Peter’s, with Christingle Sunday 3pm
Sun 14th 4.30 G&S concert in St John’s
Wed 17th-Fri 19th Winterwonderland St John’s 5-8
Sat 20th Dec St Mary’s Coffee Morning at Roger’s
Sunday 21st Carol Services 3pm St Mary, 
                   4.30pm St John, 6.30pm St Peter
CHRISTMAS EVE Wednesday 24th December
10am St Peter’s Holy Communion
1-3pm St John’s Messy Church Nativity 
4pm St Peter’s Crib and Carol Service
9pm St John’s Midnight in Bethlehem! Communion
11.30pm St Peter’s Midnight Communion
CHRISTMAS DAY Thursday 25th December
Communion Services at usual Sunday times
8am and 11am St Peter’s
       9.15am St Mary’s             9.30am St John’s
CHURCH MEETINGS
THIS TUESDAY 4th Nov Team Council St P 7.30pm
Tues 11th Nov 7.30pm St Peter’s PCC 7.30pm
Thurs 13th Nov St John’s PCC 7pm
Tues 18th Nov St Mary’s PCC at Vera’s 7.30pm
Wed 26th Deanery Synod at Coates 7.30pm
