28th  December 2025         St. James the Less      The  Holy Innocents
[bookmark: _Hlk178029900][bookmark: _Hlk180797981]SUNDAY
11am   HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark

Readings   Isaiah 61-8,   John 151-17

The Holy Innocents
The dramatic story of Herod’s massacre of the children [Matt 2:16] cannot fail to touch our hearts and remind us of the tragedies still being endured by the children of today  - as the victims of war and of abuse in other forms at home and abroad.  
  It is often said that, whatever our disagree -ments on moral issues, no reasonable society tolerates the torture of children, and yet it still happens.  Is it because adults are frightened of the children who will follow them?  Herod killed the babies because he perceived them to be a threat.  He killed them not because of who they were, but because what one of them might become: a rival.  Thus, we honour these poor children, for they unwittingly died in  Christ’s place.
  We still live in a violent and cruel world, in which human beings maim and kill one another.  This is our world  - and it is God’s world.  It is the same world into which God Himself was born and is different today only because Christ took human flesh and made a difference.  He shows us another way, speaking words of comfort and hope to the many who remain wholly innocent of the crimes committed against them – whether in God’s name or in direct challenge to His ways of light and peace.                                        
       
     Adapted from an article by Gordon Giles in CMQ December 2025
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WEDS (31st)
N o   S e r v ice



Services next week  
  Sun 4th Jan    8:00am   Holy Communion
                   11:00am   Morning Worship
                 4:00pm Deanery Epiphany service 
                                         at St. Barnabas     
[bookmark: _Hlk213108038]  Weds 7th Jan 10:30am  Holy Communion

Prayer for the week
Father of the old and of the young, hear the cries of Your children who wail for Your mercy and judgement.  Turn the hearts of the cruel and selfish, and banish all fear of difference, race and creed from our world.  Where innocence is drowned and love is blackened, shed the healing light of Your salvation among friends and foes alike, for all are Your sons and daughters, now and always.     AMEN
    

Please continue to pray for: Guy Negus, Pam & Derek Johnson, Edward, Dom, and Robert Waterson.

     ALPHA
An 8-week course, Wednesdays 7:30 – 9pm                   at St. James the Less, starting on 21st Jan. 2026
Alpha is a series of group conversations that freely explore the basics of the Christian faith in an open, friendly environment. Everyone’s welcome. No matter your background or beliefs, you’re invited.
Each session covers a different topic of faith, either in a short talk or video. The Alpha episodes are designed to engage and inspire conversation.

Church website:   https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6384/         BTH website: bth-group.org 
Revd Mark Smeed:       01268 211009    mark.smeed@bth-group.org 
Claire Littlejohn (St. James’ Newsletter): 01268 757557   turiclaire@gmail.com
Revd Pete (Team Leader/Area Dean):     01268 211009   hadleigh.area.dean@gmail.com
