NEWSLETTER NUMBER 301
As per the Christmas edition of the Radio Times, this is a double issue and covers two weeks.   This means the next newsletter will come out on Friday 2nd January 2026.

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 21ST DECEMBER 2026 – 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
This will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 11.15 a.m.    The celebrant will be Rev David Burton and there will be coffee and chat after the service.

OTHER SERVICES THIS WEEK
CHRISTMAS EVE - Christingle and Crib service  
The service starts at 4.00 p.m. however from 3.00 p.m. until the service starts, you can make your own Christingle.   Although this service is predominantly aimed at families, it is open to all and I, for one, will be there making my Christingle!

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Rev David Burton will be the celebrant at our Said Eucharist service with Carols on Christmas Day starting at 9.30 a.m.    There will be no refreshments served on this date.   We are very grateful that he has agreed to take this service so we hope there will be a good congregation to welcome him.
  
LOOKING FORWARDS – REV ANDY
I hope your preparations for Christmas are going well?   I am writing ahead of the Christmas week, and with 2026 looming not too far behind, to let you know about all the gifts we have in store for you.   Following the successful Vision Day and in response to the many voices we have been listening to over the past few weeks, we are introducing a wider range of events and services.   These are designed to appeal to a broad range of ages and preferences when it comes to church life.   Alongside our existing traditional fare of services we are now introducing the following each month from January:
- A Shanty Singing group open to anyone who wants to give it a go
- An All Age Communion Service where young and old alike can worship together
- The Pub Explorers, for those who enjoy a social space to ask the big questions
- A Prayer and Praise service for all who prefer modern worship songs
- A craft based and musical Family Service for the youngest in our community
- A Reflective Service with beautiful music to calm the soul
     I look forward to seeing you over the Christmas period and at some of our exciting new ventures in 2026.   Do make sure to look at the new rota which shows how we have moved things around to make space for the new.

ROTA FOR SUNDAY 21/12/2025
Sidesmen:- Lorna Grinter and Philippa Deem 
Reader:-      Philippa Deem
Coffee:-       Lorna Grinter and Philippa Deem
Flowers:-     None, as Advent

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 21/12/2026 – 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Collect:- God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
Isaiah Chapter 7, vv 10 – 16 
Romans Chapter 1, vv 18 – 20 
Matthew Chapter 1, vv 18 – end 

PRAYER LIST 
Chris Monckton
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance                                                                                                                    
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood           
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley
Susan Dobson
                     
YEARS MIND FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY
DECEMBER
25TH Peggy Frost
26th  Olive Alderman
26th  Iris Nora Troake
26th  Amy Small
26th  Richard Hugh Fox
30th  Reginald Percy (Reg) Webber
JANUARY
1ST    Ismay Parr

BIRTHDAY LIST FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY
29TH   Veronica Tatnall
We hope you have a fabulous celebration.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Recycled Teenagers 
There will be no meeting in December as it is too close to Christmas.   The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 27th January 2026 at 2.30 p.m..   

Knit, Sew and Natter 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 5th February 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

Soup ‘n’ a Bite
The next meeting of this group will be at 12.00 noon on Saturday, 10th January 2026.    It will be back to the normal fare of soup, bread and various cheeses for the next 11months!

OUR NEXT SERVICE
1) This will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 11.15 a.m. on Sunday 28th December 2025.   The celebrant will be Rev Andy Barton.   Coffee and chat will follow the service.
2) The following service will be a Eucharist with hymns on Sunday 4th January 2026 starting at 11.15 a.m.   The celebrant will be Rev Stephen Bowen.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
I think I only need a short word in here – it is CHRISTMAS after all.   I hope you all enjoy whatever you have planned and your families/friends all behave them themselves.

OTHER INFORMATION
Fund Raising Committee
The committee will soon be meeting to plan the social and fund-raising events for 2026.   If you would like to join them, please let me know so you can be invited to the meeting.   If you have any good ideas, please let me know so they can be discussed and programmed into the calendar.

Rev Andrew Norris writes
The “Home Service” is a weekly programme which brings Christian worship into your front room which is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am and repeated Sunday at 10.00 am.  It is also available via the internet at any time on www.10radio.org . 
This week: The Norris team is in action with Alison leading an Advent meditation focussing on the person of Joseph in the nativity story.  Meanwhile, Andrew talks to Pauline Homeshaw about his recent trip to the Caribbean on board a cruise ship in the role of chaplain.

FUN CORNER
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