	‘An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said:
‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt’. (Matthew 2:13)

[image: Free dove peace flying vector]Lord our God, thank you for letting your light shine every day of every year. Thank you that we may always lift our eyes to you, whose right hand will bring true order to everything, even in difficult times. As we stand at the threshold of a new year, we pause to give You thanks. For the blessings and joys of 2025, we rejoice. For the trials and sorrows, we trust in Your mercy and healing. We place all that has passed into Your hands, and we entrust all that is to come to Your care. Holy Spirit, guide us with wisdom and courage. Renew our hearts with hope, strengthen our faith, to the glory of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

For all who suffer in mind, body or spirit at this time - Give them your peace and comfort we pray, especially for those known to us in need of our support and prayers: We continue to pray for ELEANOR BROOKS - ELSIE ROWE - HILARY ABRAHAMS - DIANA HEATHER - ELIZABETH PAY - ANN BARTLETT - BARBARA JARVIS - SARAH WILLIS - MARK MARKCOONS - JO WATKINS - MARTYN DILLEY - SUZANNE MILLER - SUE & EMMA KINKEAD, Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
‘Ring out the old, ring in the new, Ring, happy bells, across the snow: The year is going, let him go; Ring out the false, ring in the true’. (Alfred Lord Tennyson)
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Description automatically generated]Please support the work of St Mary’s via the contactless payment device at the back of church or donate via the ‘give a little’ website or QR code here.  Any donation gratefully received.                                    CCL NO 32039




St. Mary the Virgin PEW SHEET – 28th December 2025 

[bookmark: _Hlk153528727]TODAY  	     8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
	10.30am Parish Communion
12.15pm Baptism of Callie and Brooke Clements

COLLECT for the 1st Sunday of Christmas    
God in Trinity, eternal unity of perfect love:
gather the nations to be one family, and draw us into your holy life
through the birth of Emmanuel, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

HYMNS: 644 The First Nowell; 420 Like a candle flame 
766 Who Can Sound the Depths of Sorrow
564 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

READINGS: Isaiah 63.7-9 (pg 704); Matthew 2.13- 23 (pg 2)

COMMUNION PRAYER: E pg 30

THIS WEEK 
9.15am	Morning Prayers In church Fri 9.15am, Sat 10am

30th Dec   	Tues 10am- 12pm Church Open for Quiet Space  

[bookmark: _Hlk153269161]31st Dec	Wed NO Welcome Space 
	
2nd Jan	Fri 10am- 12pm Church Open for Quiet Space	
3rd Jan	Sat Fri 10am- 12pm Church Open for Quiet Space
				  	
[bookmark: _Hlk181703984][bookmark: _Hlk187138471]Next Sunday – 4th January 2nd Sunday of CHRISTMAS  
[bookmark: _Hlk104798747][bookmark: _Hlk184731933][bookmark: _Hlk188347782][bookmark: _Hlk198628485][bookmark: _Hlk199234203]   8am Holy Communion (BCP) &10.30am Morning Praise 
10.30am Sunbeams Session for children aged 3- 6
Psalm 124
	1 If it had not been the Lord who was on our side let Israel now say 2 if it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when our enemies attacked us,3 then they would have swallowed us up alive, when their anger was kindled against us;4 then the flood would have swept us away, the torrent would have gone over us;
	5 then over us would have gone the raging waters.6 Blessed be the Lord, who has not given us as prey to their teeth.7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken, and we have escaped.8 Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
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