14th December 2025              St. James the Less	            Advent 3
SUNDAY
11am Holy Communion    Rev Mark

Readings   Isaiah 351-10,  Matthew 112-11
    
       17th December      Eglantyne Jebb

Born in 1876, Eglantyne studied history at Oxford University, taught at Marlborough, and then resigned as she was not physically robust.  She then moved to Cambridge, where, as a Christian, her passion for social concerns, drove her to take action. She began in 1906 by publishing research on the poverty she’d found in Cambridge.

The First World War left Eglantyne horrified by the prolonged Allied blockade on Germany and Austria-Hungary, which even after Armistice meant starvation for millions of civilians, especially children. So in 1919 Eglantyne and her sister Dorothy Buxton helped found the ‘Fight the Famine’ Council, which wanted to end the blockade and establish a League of Nations.

One day during a rally in Trafalgar Square, Eglantyne was arrested for distributing a leaflet showing starving children which read: “Our blockade has caused this – millions of children are starving to death.” She ended up in court and was fined, but the judge was so impressed with Eglantyne’s commitment to children that he himself paid her fine. His money became the first donation to Save the Children, the new charity just set up by Eglantyne and Dorothy.

Save the Children’s official launch in May 1919, was a huge success, and raised £400,000 in that first year alone.  Then in 1924 Eglantyne’s Declaration of the Rights of the Child was adopted by the League of Nations. The present-day UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is derived from it.

But ten years of running Save the Children sapped Eglantyne’s fragile strength, and she died in Geneva in 1928, aged only 52 - a modern-day saint whose compassion and determination has saved literally millions of lives.
WEDS (17th)
10:30am Holy Communion   Rev Mark

Readings  Genesis 492, 8-10,  Matthew 11-17


Services for rest of December

[bookmark: _Hlk215765387]Sun 21st   11:00am  Morning Worship
                3:00pm  9 Lessons and Carols 
                  
Weds 24th 10:30am       NO SERVICE
                2:00pm  Christingle & Crib service
              11:30pm  Midnight Mass

Thurs 25th  9:30am   Holy Communion at St. B

Sun 28th   11:00am   Holy Communion

Weds 31st  10:30am       NO SERVICE


The Advent story of hope and mystery,
anticipation, preparation,
a kingdom of this world and the next,
and a king
appearing when we least expect.
Heaven touching earth,
the footsteps of the divine
walking dusty roads
as once they did in Eden,
and a people,
searching for a Saviour,
and walking past the stable.
Open eyes and hearts,
that this might be
an Advent of hope to the world.


 Please also continue to pray for, Derek Cotgrove, and grandson Chris, Derek & Pam Johnson, Dom,  Edward,  Guy Negus  and all those who are finding life a struggle at the moment.
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