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Elham Valley Group Newsletter – 28th December 2025
“Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all”
Find us online : www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk OR www.achurchnearyou.com
This week’s services : The Holy Innocents
9.30am – Eucharist – St Mary the Virgin, Elham
9.30am – Service of the Word – St Martin, Acrise
9.30am – Eucharist – All Saints, Stanford
10am – Christingle Family Praise - St Mary & St Ethelburga, Lyminge
11.15am – Eucharist – St Martin, Wootton
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Mary & St Radegund, Postling
Tuesday 30th  December
 8.30am - Morning Prayer- St Mary the Virgin, Elham
	The Collect: 
Heavenly Father, whose children suffered at the hands of Herod, though they had done no wrong: by the suffering of your Son and by the innocence of our lives frustrate all evil designs and establish your reign of justice and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
	Post Communion Prayer:  
Lord Jesus Christ, in your humility you have stooped to share our human life with the most defenceless of your children: may we who have received these gifts of your passion rejoice in celebrating the witness of the Holy Innocents to the purity of your sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; for you are alive and reign, now and forever. Amen

	Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 31:15-17
Thus says the Lord: A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more. 16 Thus says the Lord: Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears;
for there is a reward for your work, says the Lord: they shall come back from the land of the enemy; 17 there is hope for your future, says the Lord: your children shall come back to their own country.

	Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:13-18 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 18 ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’

	Please Pray for Sue Leaver, Mark, Tom Hutchings, Millie Collins, Jill Fitch, Poppy Allard, John Meers, Michael Kirk, Alice Mills, Martyn Bowles, Claire Laker.
Please contact the Benefice Administrator Alison Dale 07985025381 or beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  to add people to the prayers.
Please pray for the departed, Rosemary Coulter, Carolyn Ernest-Jones &  June Carr, and those for whom an anniversary of death falls at this time, Audrey Godden, Kath Hill, Daniel Hayes, Beryl Shucksmith, Trixie Williams, Colin Laker & Albert Gimbert.

	 To arrange for Funerals, Thanksgivings, Blessings, Renewal of Vows and all other services please contact the Rector – revcarolbates@gmail.com   0777 239 4855
For Baptisms and Weddings please contact the Benefice Administrator -beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  07985025381


Parish Notices:  
Burial of Ashes: Jacqueline Nonis – 7th Jan. 11am - Denton
Benefice Notices: see website for full details or contact Benefice Admin (above).
Christingle –Jan. 25th – 9.30am – Acrise Everyone is welcome at this joyful all-age service to find out more about the meaning of this traditional celebration for children.  Enjoy the magical atmosphere when the candles are lit in the darkened church. Children will be presented with their own Christingle to complete during the service.  And of course, there will be refreshments!
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