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          WELCOME!
ST STEPHEN’S CHURCH IS OPEN
10am-3pm daily
for Private Prayer and Reflection

BULLETIN
7th December 2025
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9am Holy Communion
10.30am All Age Worship
with The Music Group

Notices for inclusion in the bulletin please email to me by Tuesday of each week

officeststephenfradley@gmail.com
Please take Bulletin away with you
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Diary Dates

December 2025

Sunday 7th	9am Holy Communion
		10.30am All Age Worship for Advent

Refreshments are served after every service

Tuesday 9th  	11.30am Funeral of Gregory John Jones followed by 					Private Committal at Fradley crematorium

Wednesday 10th2-4pm Wednesday Welcome

Friday 12th	 	1.45pm Fradley Park School Carol Service 

Saturday 13th 	7.30pm Community Choir Carol Concert

Sunday 14th 	 10.30am Family Communion


See separate note for our Christmas Services 






Welcome to our Worship today
If you are visiting for the first time, please introduce yourself
 so that we may welcome you personally.


7th December 2025

Collect
Almighty God,
purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as
judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God.

Readings
Isaiah 11. 1-10              Romans 15. 4-13
Matthew 3. 1-12

Post Communion Prayer
Father in heaven,
who sent your Son to redeem the world
and will send him again to be our judge:
give us grace so to imitate him
in the humility and purity of his first coming
that, when he comes again,
we may be ready to greet him
with joyful love and firm faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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St Stephen’s Church Fradley 	Advent & Christmas Events 2025 
[image: ]

Wednesday 17th December 
2pm Places of Welcome Carol Service followed by the usual places of welcome hospitality

Saturday 20th December
10am 12noon  CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL begins
Come and admire the wonderful Christmas Trees. Coffee and Cake served. 
12noon Hamper Raffle Draw	
The Festival continues until 29th December 

Sunday 21st December 
4pm LESSONS & CAROLS by CANDLELIGHT 
Mulled Cider and Mince Pies will be served

Wednesday 24th December
4pm Birthday Service Children are invited to come dressed as a character from the Nativity Scene as we retell the age old story of The Birth of Christ.                                  
11.30pm Midnight Service by Candlelight 
The first Communion of Christmas with traditional carols and music led by our Music Group
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Christmas Tree Festival
20th-29th December 
Free Entry
Refreshments available on
 Saturday 20th December 
10am-12 noon
Grand Hamper Raffle Draw at 12noon
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Coffee, Cakes, Mince Pies
 and Chocolate treats

Can you help to support St Stephens Church?
St Stephen’s Church is heavily dependent on voluntary donations and income from events in order to fulfil its ministry to the local and wider communities.
If you would like to support us at this time,
donations can be made via our Just Giving page.
We are grateful for any donation, large or small.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ststephensfradley

Contact us
Revd. Elizabeth Wall
01543 254891
Email: ayton265@gmail.com

Churchwarden
Marian Derry
01283 791573

St Stephen’s Administrator: Di Cooper
07930162991
officeststephenfradley@gmail.com



Find us on
ACNY https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4123/
Face bookwww.facebook.comststephensfradley
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Join us for our next walk
Saturday 3rd January
2026

A local walk in Fradley
of approximately 3-4 miles
Coffee served in St Stephen's Church at 10am
Walk starts at 10.30am
Bring and share lunch after the walk.
Soup provided (in Church)
More details - Contact Angela 07913 563901
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2025 Christmas Thoughts
This has been another mixed year dominated by the war in Ukraine and
the Middle East and other area of conflict, the economic crisis and political
turmoill And of course, many will share their own personal disasters and
tragedies. How do we make sense of all this with the greeting-
‘and praises sing to God the King and peace o men on earth?’
John Bell, a member of the Iona community and a regular broadcaster on BBC
Radio, helped us to understand this in one of his 'Thought for the Day'
Reflections.
He concluded with these words -
‘How shall we pray for what we cannot understand?
Words are too thin to cradle this complexity....
We cannot understand much of the Christmas story, also - but it is a tale
steeped in mystery and nostalgia and paradox. There is mystery in Bethlehem.
How can God take human form? How can majesty be seen in the miracle of a
child's birth? And how did this God mingle into the obscurity of an outhouse in
the small town of Bethlehem?

At Bethlehem, God is with us in weakness, coming into all the human chaos
and confusion as a helpless, newborn child.

For the God we are searching for in Jesus Christ chose to come to us not
in tinsel and glitter, but in the travail that is human suffering. He will be in the
homes where grief hangs heavy and makes no distinction because of this time of
celebration. He will be with those who did not make it to church this Christmas
because they stopped on the way to help a stranger or stayed behind to
comfort a loved one. He will be with those who are travelling, in spirit, to
Bethlehem to gaze with awe and wonder at the Christ Child.

*

.@.AT Christmas, the rush of the world stops for just one moment

and we hold our breath and catch a glimpse of a love which dwells among us.
It is hard journey to Bethlehem, but we make it not just at Christmas,

but all year round, with expectation and with hope. ”
Wishing you all a very happy, peaceful and blessed Christmas time
and health and happiness in 2026.
Revd Elizabeth Wall
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