NEWSLETTER NUMBER 299
Contain your excitement everyone, Newsletter Number 300 is now only a week away!

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2025 – 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
The service on the above date will start at 11.15 a.m. and will be a Sung Eucharist with the celebrant being Rev Stephen Bowen.   There will be coffee and chat after the service to which all are welcome to stay.

LOOKING FORWARDS – REV ANDY
Advent is upon us, and I wonder what you are looking forward to.    A Christmas full of family, food, fun or perhaps a quieter celebration alone or with just a few.   Over the coming weeks no doubt many lists will be written, shopping lists, gift lists and “who do I need to write to and thank” lists.    Some of you may simply be looking forward to it all being over for another year.   Whatever it is that December means to you, I hope there is something within it that you can look forward to.   Advent after all is a season of anticipation, hope and excitement.    A quick scan of the wonderful number events taking place across the benefice over the coming weeks suggest that we are up for a rollercoaster ride. 
     Having something to look forward to or holding out in hope for something we yearn for, both can contribute to positive wellbeing, as does feeling connected to others or belonging to a community.    This year’s Vision Day and Community Lunch held in October showed just how much belonging and caring for others matters to people here.
     One of the ways we are responding to this is by broadening the range of events and services that are on offer.   We are making space for children, young people and families within our rota of services.   Alongside this, there will be something for those who are not interested in attending a service but who would welcome a space to chat about life, the world and all things challenging.   Plans are at an early stage so watch this space as we start to unwrap the gifts that await you in 2026.   Now that’s something to look forward to, as is the hanging of stockings.  
     The church in Kittisford is dedicated to Saint Nicholas, a 4th century bishop from what is now Turkey, whose life reflected the Santa Claus we now look forward to arriving overnight on Christmas Eve.  St. Nick gave away his wealth to help those in need, especially children. 
According to a much-loved story, he helped three poor sisters by secretly dropping a bag of gold down their chimney.   The legend says that the gold ended up in a stocking that had been hung to dry by the hearth, a tale that many see as the origin of our Christmas-stocking tradition.  In some countries children still leave out their shoes on St Nicholas’ Day hoping to find sweets and small gifts inside.   Come and celebrate the story with children from Rockwell Green Primary School who will be singing a specially written song “Blessed be our God” (Psalm 68) at St. Nicholas’ Church, Kittisford at 3.30pm this Sunday 7th December. More details about the whole festival weekend can be found within the newsletter.
     I hope as Christmas draws near and 2025 draws to a close that you have much to look forward to. 

ROTA FOR SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2025 – ADVENT 2
Sidesmen:- Rachel Yates and Angela Setter
Reader:-      Rachel Yates
Coffee:-       Angela setter and Rachel Yates 
Flowers:-     None, as it is Advent

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2025 – 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Collect:- O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, and with great might succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in running the race that is set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,be honour and glory, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
Isaiah Chapter 11, vv 1 – 10
Romans Chapter 15, vv 4 – 13
Matthew Chapter 3, vv 1 - 12

PRAYER LIST 
Chris Monckton
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance                                                                                                                    
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood           
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley
Susan Dobson
                     
YEARS MIND FOR DECEMBER
10TH  Alan Leigh-Browne

BIRTHDAY LIST
9TH   Carole Lomas
We hope you have a most enjoyable birthday celebrating as you want.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Soup ‘n’ a Bite
The next meeting of this group will be on Saturday, 13th December 2025 at 12.00 noon.   This will be the Christmas lunch and you must sign up for it.   The list is on the Sidesman’s table in church.

Recycled Teenagers 
There will be no meeting in December as it is too close to Christmas.   The next meeting will take place at 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 27th January 2026.   

Knit, Sew and Natter 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 8th January 2026 starting at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.
OUR NEXT SERVICE
This will be the Carol Service starting at 3.p.m.  on Sunday 14th December 2025.   The service will be led by the vicar, Rev Andy Barton.   We will be sitting amongst all the Christmas trees (see below) for this service so you will have time both before and after to view them all.   There will be mince pies and mulled apple juice served after the service.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
All Saints – 13th and 14th December from 2 .00 to 5.00 p.m. – Christmas tree festival
This will be a two-day event with the trees staying up until the school has had its two mid-week Christmas services in the church.

All Saints – 24th December – Christingle/ Crib service 4.00 p.m. (3.00 p.m. make Christingles) 
This annual event will take place as normal led by Rev Andy Barton. 

Christmas Day – 25th December
There will be a Said Communion service with carols starting at 9.30 a.m.   The celebrant will be Rev David Burton.   There will be no refreshments afterwards on this occasion.

OTHER INFORMATION
St Nicholas, Kittisford – Patronal Festival 
On Saturday 6/12/2025 there will be a choral concert given by Bute Voices in the church from 6.00 - 7.00 p.m.
On Sunday 7/12/2025 you need to BRING A PACKED LUNCH to the  singing workshop as this runs from 12.00 – 2.00 p.m.   It will prepare the items to be used at Evensong, which will be starting at 3.30 p.m.   This service will include an item to be sung by the choir of Rockwell Green School.   This has been written especially for the School Choir and this will be its première performance.

Envelopes for 2026
The envelopes for next year are in alphabetical order on the Sidesman’s table near the door.   Please take your set ready for next year.   Remember to review the amount you give each week as costs have risen considerably over the last year.   If you want to commit to giving the same sum each week without having to make a standing order, then the envelopes are a good way to do this.   If you pay tax, then with just one signature, your contribution will be enhanced by Inland Revenue.   This does not require us to know any details other than your name and address.   Let me know if you want to join the scheme and have the envelopes. 

From Rev Andrew Norris
Th e Home Service this week sees the return of live broadcasts from the studio with our host, Andrew Norris, bringing not only the latest from our churches in the run up to Christmas but also leading the act of worship on the theme of "Preparing for the Lord".
If you have prayer or song requests or want others to know about what is happening in your church, contact revandrew@10Radio.org 
 

CAN YOU HELP?
I'm trying to avoid taking my indoor 2yr female British blue cat on a train to Manchester on 1st January then on a bus to my son to care for 2.5 months. Is their perhaps a lady who would like her company?   I'd obviously supply everything required plus a donation or pocket money for up to £200.    I cannot afford any professional homes or services 😻 🤞
If you can offer to have this puss, please let me know and I will pass on your name and contact details to the relevant person.

FUN CORNER
This is a cartoon for those struggling with the concepts of Health and Safety, Safeguarding etc.  
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