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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding: in all your ways    
submit to him, and he will make your paths 

straight”. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 
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WILSONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

(Ivan J Kirkham) 
 

48 Cinderhill Lane 
Scholar Green 
Stoke-on-Trent 

 

Tel: 01782-785937 

Please Support our          
Advertisers in Lawton Light 

We really appreciate the support 
of our advertisers in  the Lawton 
Light magazine. We produce 150 
hard copies and it has a 
readership locally of 2.5 times 
that. It is available on our 
website and also on a Church 
Near You—so it reaches the 
world!  
If you would like to advertise in 
Lawton Light please contact the 
editor Jane Baker on Telephone 
01270 876363 or email:  
editor@allsaintschurchlawton. 
co.uk  
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LAWTON LIGHT!    Who’s Who at All Saints’? 

Curate Rev Sis. Heather Kemball**                 Mob:07473 355646 

Lay Ministers Margaret Cruxton* Tel:01270 876366 

 Bev Boulton** Tel:01270 874491 

Church Wardens Jane Baker Tel:01270 876363 

 Bev Boulton Tel:01270 874491            

Dty. Church 
 Warden  

Paul Cruxton Tel:01270 876366 

PCC Secretary Helen Mottram Tel:01782782598           

Treasurer PCC Yvonne Banks Tel:01782 782571 

Messy Church Kirsty Hicks Tel:07463918857 

Lawton Light! Jane Baker Tel:01270 876363 

Musical Director Margaret Cruxton Tel:01270 876366 

Parish Visitor Bev Nixon Via Mob: 07473 355646 

**  Members of our team are very pleased to visit you in your home, to 
listen to you, talk with you, and pray with you. Nothing is too trivial, 
and nothing is beyond the reach of God's love and grace.  

 

All you have to do is pick up the telephone and call.  
 

We will be delighted to hear from you, and respond to your need.   
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Letter January 2026 
 

Dear friends, 
Happy New Year! 
 
As Christmas decorations find 
their way back into the loft (or 
wherever you store them for 11 
months of the year), and 2025 
diaries and calendars are moved 
and replaced with the 2026 
versions , the whole year 
stretches out before us - like a 
pristine snowscape with no 
footprints. I wonder what lies 
ahead, what will be the 
celebrations and challenges, 
what dates will take on 
significance for us and what 
memories are waiting to be 
formed.  
 
One of the things I like to 
consider from time to time is 
that God knows everything – 
whether past, present or future, 
nothing is hidden from him, 
rather he sees and knows it all. 
Some people might find that 
intimidating, but personally I find 
it comforting that God is in 
charge, that he has a plan and 
nothing is going to happen for 
which he exclaims “Well there’s a 

surprise – I didn’t see that 
coming!” 
 

Each year I choose a verse or 
verses from the bible for the year 
ahead which I believe God is 
holding before me and which I 
pray will act as a touchstone for 
us as a parish – something we 
can return to again and again 
and use to reconnect us to what 
God is wanting to do in our lives. 
You could call it a motto for the 
year. This year I’ve chosen some 
verses from my favourite Old 
Testament prophet, Isaiah. As 
you will see when you turn to 
page 5 these verses encourage 
us to look ahead and see 
what God is about to do, rather 
than look back at what he has 
already done. 
 
An oasis of flourishing and 
fruitfulness is described in which 
wasteland and wilderness are 
transformed. And the reason 
given for this rebirth is that 
God’s people will praise him. 
These verses are also a good 
description of what happened 
during Epiphany - the church 
season that begins on 6th 
January. This is the time when 
we focus our thoughts on the 
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Magi, the mysterious 
travellers who journeyed from 
the East, following a star until it 
led them to the place where Jesus 
lay. They had to let go of 
everything they knew and all that 
had gone before in order to set 
out on their journey into the 
unknown. They journeyed 
through wastelands and 
wilderness, not really 
understanding what they were 
looking for, but convinced they 
had been called to step out in 
faith. It was only after they 
discovered Jesus that things 
made sense.  

Sometimes God calls us to look 
forward and see the new thing he 
is doing, trusting that he will 
provide along the way and enable 
us to discover his purposes. My 
prayer for this New Year is that 
we will have the courage to step 
out in faith and embrace the 
future God has for us. And when 
we discover what it all means, I 
pray that we will not forget to 
bring him our praise and worship. 
 

God bless, 
 

Heather 
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Meru’s Musings  
Remembered… 
 

Teasers 
1.A teapot and strainer cost £31. 
If the teapot costs £30 more 
than the strainer, what is the 
price of each? 

 

2. Mary was meant to proofread a 
document at a rate of 30 pages a 
day. Lazy Mary was halfway 
through the document before she 
realised, she was only working at 
a rate or 15 pages a day. How fast 
does she need to proofread the 
rest of the document in order to 
reach her target of 30 pages a 
day? 
 

3. Use 3 identical digits in a 
simple addition sum so that the 
total is 12. You cannot use the 
digit 4.  
 

Latin Quotes 
Lapsus linguae…. A slip of the 
     tongue 
Lapsus memoriae... A slip of the   
                 memory 
Magna cum Laude...With great  
                  honour 
Magnum opus... Masterpiece  

 (a  great work) 
Mea culpa...    My fault 
Mens sana in corpore sano...
  Sound of body and 

mind 
Sayings. 
 

Fear: 
When you have no choice, don’t 
be afraid. 
Fear is the father of hate. 
Nothing in life is to be feared. It is 
only to be understood. 
Fear is the darkroom where 
negatives are developed. 
Fear knocked on the door, faith 
answered, and no one was there. 
A life lived in fear, is a life half 
lived. 
 

Flattery: 
If you can’t love, learn how to 
flatter. 
Flattery is permissible to promote 
peace. 
 

Food: 
How just is our Lord, the rich He 
gives food- the poor He gives 
appetite. 
A man can forget everything-
except eating. 
More people die from overeating 
than from undernourishment. 
Eat sparingly and lengthen life. 
The rich eat when they want, the 
poor when they can. 
 

Fools: 
God protects fools-who else. 
A fool measures water with a 
sieve. 
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In Messy Church children and their 
parents/carers have fun learning about the 
Christian faith together through different 
activities—crafts, cooking, games, songs…  
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
If you would like to know more about 
Messy Church please contact: 
Kirsty Hicks 07463918857   
 
Or come along on the day. 

 
9.00am 

11th January  
The Ten Commandments 
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Peaceful mind  

The Bible tells the story of Jesus 
and His disciples in a boat. The 
wind blows, the waves rise, and 
the disciples are stressed. Like 
them, we also get hit by storms in 
life. Like them, we can’t control 
what comes our way. But like 
them, we can know that Jesus is 
also with us. 
 

Why not take a moment to 
ponder these promises: 

In peace I will lie down and sleep, 
for You alone, Lord, make me 
dwell in safety. (Psalm 4:8) 
 

The Lord gives strength to His 
people, the Lord blesses His 
people with peace. (Psalm 29:11) 
 

For God is not a God of 
disorder but of peace – as in all 
the congregations of the Lord’s 
people. (1 Corinthians 14:33) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endless Desert? 
 

We cross the endless desert sands 
To seek a Royal Son, 
We’ve travelled from our distant 
lands, 
So long since we’d begun. 
 

Oases lie along our way 
With cool, clear waters deep; 
Their wayside pleasures bid us 
stay 
Therein to sup and sleep. 
 

Yet, drawn by yonder shining star 
We rise and take our leave; 
Our onward route may yet be far 
But we will still believe. 
 

Ignoring pains and tempting calls 
To cease our onward trek – 

The faithful get up after falls 
Their aim no fall can wreck. 
 

At last we reach our journey’s end 
We meet God’s Saviour Son! 
Our gifts we offer as we bend – 
Our path to life is won! 

 

By Nigel Beeton 
 

The magi – had a very long journey from 
the moment of seeing the star to that of 
worshipping at the feet of Jesus. That 
must have been a long and very difficult 
journey, with setbacks and temptations to 
rest a while in the oases, but they 
persevered and were rewarded for doing 
so…  
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Epiphany for Today 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month we celebrate 
Epiphany, the occasion on which 
we remember the Magi from the 
East following a star to find the 
baby Jesus: ‘Where is the One 
who has been born king of the 
Jews?’ (Matthew 2:1). 
 

 At the start of a New Year, in an 
uncertain world, we can be 
asking the same question. The 
gifts the Magi offered point us to 
how Jesus can answer our 
concerns and worries: ‘they 
bowed down and worshipped 
Him…and presented Him with 
gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh.’ (2:11). 
 

The gift of gold reflects that the 
Magi saw in the baby a king, 
destined to rule over us all. In 
this coming year we need to 
remember that Jesus is on the 
throne, the seat of power and 
authority in the whole universe. 

Will we crown Him king of our 
lives and dedicate all that we are 
and do to Him? 
The gift of frankincense reflects 
that the visitors saw not just an 
earthly king, but God in human 
flesh. Incense symbolises the 
prayers of God’s people and so 
this gift reminds us that God is 
worthy of our worship and 
prayer. Will we offer our praise 
and prayer, as we seek God to 
guide us through the 
uncertainties of this coming 
year? 
 

The gift of myrrh reflects that 
these astrologers saw beyond the 
baby’s birth and life, to His death 
which would secure life for all. 
Jesus was offered myrrh on the 
cross and was a spice used in His 
tomb. As we face challenges in 
the future, we can be confident 
that Jesus knows and 
understands our experience. Are 
we ready to trust Him in 
everything? 
 

‘Glorious now behold Him arise, 
King and God and Sacrifice! 
Heav’n sings Hallelujah: 
Hallelujah the earth replies.’   
(‘We Three Kings’). 
 

By Canon Paul Hardingham  
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Church Collections for November 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our thanks to everyone who has helped us by giving faithfully 
and generously towards our costs of mission, ministry and   
maintenance. 
 

During this unprecedented challenging time, you can also keep up to date 
via our website where you can find out about our worship, church life, 
giving and accessing our monthly parish magazine. 

Week Beginning 2nd £1,759.96 

Week Beginning 9th £1,095.60 

Week Beginning 16th £613.31 

Week Beginning 23rd £273.80 

Week Beginning 30th £379.22 

From the Registers 
 

Funerals 
 
 On  15th December  Joseph William Bowers  Age 90 
    

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in 
green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, ….   Surely goodness and 
love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever.”    

(23rd Psalm) 
Baptism 
 

 On 26th October  Woodson Linden Hall  Age 0  
 

“I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, to-
gether with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 
the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you 
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” 

Ephesians 3:18-19 
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Christmas  
Reflection 

Sharing the love of Jesus in our community 

 No sooner had “Knitivity “travelled to Pottersway  
House Care Home. All Saints’ welcomed in The 
Community Christmas Tree Festival and what an 
amazing collection of trees beautifully decorated. 
Thank you to all involved.  
 

We had a wonderful time at Messy church and 
here is Arthur with his Christingle and poster that  
he contributed too. Well done Arthur!  

This year we have received a few visits 
from Church Lawton School supporting 
them with their curriculum and through 
conversations they asked if we could host 
a Carol Concert this year for a couple of 
their classes. The pupils and staff arrived 
with their Christingles and parents and 
grandparents came along too. It was a 
beautiful service.  It was lovely to work 
together. Next year the whole school! 
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Christmas Reflection 

 
 

Sharing the love of Jesus in our community 

The several sets of Posadas were blessed in church and then made their 
way out into the community, where they have been welcomed in homes, 
school and nursery. What a journey some of them have had too before 
making their way back to church for the Crib service.  

Posada set at Lawton Hall where Bev and Mel and Mandy welcomed them 

The PCC Posada welcomed at Margaret, Jackie and Yvonne’s home too. 

Scarlet from Messy 
church reading to them! 

They travelled to Key Green to hear the Haughton  
Weavers and then a night in Sue and Peter Boffey’s barn. 
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Laugh 
lines 

etcetera... 

Cold ministry 

Two missionaries were compar-
ing notes about their work in 
the arctic settlements of Siberia. 
“It was so cold where we were,” 
boasted one, “that the candle 
froze during our church service 
and we couldn’t blow it out.” 

“That’s nothing,” said the other. 
“Where we were it was so cold 
that my sermons came out in 
chunks of ice, and the congrega-
tion had to thaw them to see 
what I was talking about.” 
 

Up and down 

A psychiatrist was training some 
young clergy who were interest-
ed in doing counselling.  Decid-
ing to test them, she asked: 
“How would you diagnose 
someone who visits your 
church, walks back and forth, 
screaming at the top of his lungs 
one minute, and then collapsing 
in a pew to weep uncontrollably 
the next?” 

A young man at the back of the 
room raised his hand and ven-
tured: “A football coach?” 
 

One-liners  

When two egotists meet, it’s an 
I for an I. 

A hangover is the wrath of 
grapes. 

Political leaders 

“Don’t worry about your son, he 
is set to become a great 
politician,” the teacher said. The 
parents were delighted and 
asked how she could tell. “Well, 
he can say more things that 
sound well and mean nothing at 
all than anyone else in the class.” 
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Recycling & Green 
Living Tips 

 

Happy New Year!  

 

 

 

 
 

 

New Year is a good time to make 
some resolutions 
 

1.The UK throws out 13 billion plastic 
bottles a year. Try and reduce this by 
taking a re-usable bottle with you. If 
you must use a plastic bottle, make 
sure that you recycle it.  
 

2.Wash smarter: cooler washes (e.g. 
20C) save energy, preserve the fibres 
in clothes and makes them last 
longer. Use an eco-friendly detergent 
such as Ecover. The same applies to 
dishwashers: lower temperatures and 
eco-friendly dishwasher tablets. Only 
put the dishwasher on when it is fully 
loaded. 
 

3.Repair, reuse, recycle will create 
less waste. Shop secondhand for 
clothes and other items. Phones, 
laptops, printers and game consoles 
can be repaired. Unusable devices 
must be recycled.                         

4.Own less and feel good. Ask  
yourself if you  really need it—can it  

be bought secondhand?  

Avoid Coach handbags 

If you need to buy a new handbag, 
avoid the Coach brand. They source 
their leather from cows illegally 
famed on ranches in the Brazilian 
rainforests on indigenous peoples’ 
land. This was reported by the Times 
in November last year. 
 

Top Ethical High Street Shops 

Last autumn Ethical Consumer listed 5 
high scoring mainstream brands to 
help us find more ethical options on 
the high street.  

They listed a brand in five different 
categories: 

• cosmetics, health and beauty 

• clothing 

• food/supermarkets 

• general shop/pre-loved 

• department store/white goods 
 

Health & Beauty 

Lush 

This company refuses to test on 
animals and supports campaign 
organisations and initiatives such as 
the Lush Prize, a yearly event that 
funds research to replace animal-
testing. It tries to use only natural 
ingredients and has taken action to 
ensure that it does not use 
ingredients like mica that are linked to 
human rights abuses. They also  
minimise packaging with some of 
their shops only selling products that 
are packaging free. 

Company ethical score: 70/100 
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Clothing 

Patagonia is a B-Corp, or ‘Benefit 
Corporation’. This means that 
employees, communities and the 
environment are considered 
alongside shareholders in decision 
making processes. In September 
2022, its owner donated the $3 
billion company to the climate – 
ensuring that all profits will go 
towards supporting climate action. 
The company has worked hard to 
change things in the high street 
clothing and outdoor gear world, 
where ethics are notoriously low. It 
champions more ethical down – 
meaning that feathers used in your 
jacket aren’t from live plucking. It 
uses recycled plastic in most of its 
polyester fabric, including for its 
trademark fleeces. Company ethical 
Score: 64/100 
 

Food/Supermarkets 

The Co-op now has food stores in 
most town centres and is a leader in 
supermarket ethics including for fair 
trade ingredients. The company is 
also owned by an active membership 
(rather than shareholders) and has a 
strong internal democracy. It has 
started publishing a yearly report and 
action plan called the "Co-operative 
Way". This sets out its latest 
commitments to a tackling several 
issues including climate change, 
loneliness and waste. 

Company ethical Score: 52/100 

Preloved/secondhand 

Oxfam Shop is a top ethical option in 
secondhand shops and is 
undoubtedly the most ethical option 
on the high street. Oxfam sells a wide 
range of pre-loved books, clothes, 
furniture and electronics in its shops. 
For new products that it sells, Oxfam 
makes sure that workers are treated 
fairly and scored 80/100 in the 
workers category in the rating 
system. 

Company ethical Score: 90/100 
 

John Lewis 

The John Lewis' Partnership's 

company structure makes it one of 
the more progressive shops on the 
high street. The Partnership is an 
employee-owned business with the 
workers sharing in company profits 
and having a say in how the business 
is run. It also scores well for tax 
policy. While its ethical score leaves a 
fair bit of room for improvement, it 
does outrank many of the other high 
street alternatives, included in Ethical 
Consumer’s supermarkets guide, 
with its Waitrose brand. It also sells 
some of the recommended brands in 
their electrical appliances guides.  

Company ethical Score: 44/100 

Try and use these shops when you 
can instead of alternatives. 

 

Happy Recycling 

Carol Henshaw 
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All  Saints’ Community Page  

Welcome to new members Mathew and Karen working alongside Pat & Jane 

The team  are still busy in the churchyard, some days are lovely others very 
rainy. We are currently tackling the Ivy in the memorial garden alongside 
looking after the bedding areas, monument rebuilding. and leaf blowing. All 
finished off with tea/coffee etc. join us on a Tuesday and or Thursday 10-12 
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Fancy a game of Logo,  
Dominoes,  Rummikub, Snakes 

and  Ladders,  
Ludo, Scrabble or  other games. 

No Games club  
January and February 

Then come and join us on     
Enjoy a challenge or  

teach others.  
 
 

All  Saints’ Community Page  

 
 
 
Diary Dates  

 

8th January  Various Church cleaning incl. gallery and                  
        Lego Bricks  

 

30th January Curry and Quiz night 

 

More dates to follow 
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All Saints’ Church Lawton is open daily 
The church is open daily for private prayer 10am to 3pm. 

Come in and spend a few quiet moments in the tranquil  

and peaceful setting. There is a prayer station at the front of  

the  church or simply choose a pew. 
 

Morning Prayer at All Saints’ 
Rev Sister Heather Kemball warmly invites you to join her  for  
Morning Prayer at 9.30am  on Monday, Wednesday and Friday  
 

Midweek Communion at the Rectory 

Every Wednesday  morning at 11am, on the first Wednesday of each month 
it will be  followed by an informal lunch. First Wednesday of each month at 
6.30pm followed by an informal supper. 

Prayer Diary 
Now available copies of  the new monthly Prayer Diary with the names of all 

those on the electoral roll to enable us to pray regularly for one another.   

Prayer for the New Year, 2026 
 

Dear Father, Lord of all time, 

Here we are! Another New Year! So many mixed emotions for different 
people, for different reasons. For some, the reluctance to leave a year which 
brought joy and happiness; for some the relief of leaving behind a difficult 
year; for some, sadness at moving into a year where a loved one has never 
been; for some, apprehension and insecurity about what might lie ahead in 
this world of polarisation, conflict and confusion about what is true. 
 

Lord, help us to take time at the start of 2026 to refocus our hearts, minds 
and spirits – to tune into you, our un-changing God. 
 

Help us to be calmed and encouraged by the promise of Jesus that He is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. The safe Way. The ultimate Truth. The Life, 
your gift, to be with you for all eternity. 
 

You promised never to leave us or forsake us. When we put our trust in you, 
through what Jesus did on the cross, we are secure, we are accompanied, 
no matter what the New Year brings. We can go forward, safely. Thank you, 
in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 
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Date Epistle Gospel  

4th  Ephesians 1:3-14  John 1:10-18 

11th Acts 10:34-43 Matthew 3:13-end 

18th Isaiah 49:1-7 John 1:29-42 

25th 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Matthew 4:12-23 

    Bible Readings for January Services 

Please send any material for  
inclusion in the  
February Lawton Light!  

 
By  10th January 
 
To Jane Baker  
Telephone 01270 876363 or email: 
editor@allsaintschurchlawton.co.uk  
 

Teaser Answers 

Teasers 
A teapot and strainer cost £31. If 
the teapot costs £30 more than 
the strainer, what is the price of 
each? 
Ans= £30.50 and 50p 
Mary was meant to proofread a 
document at a rate of 30 pages a 
day. Lazy Mary was halfway 
through the document before she 
realised, she was only working at a 
rate or 15 pages a day. How fast 
does she need to proofread the 
rest of the document in order to 
reach her target of 30 pages a day? 
Ans= she cannot do it. She would 
need to finish it in 0 days, i.e now. 
Use 3 identical digits in a simple 
addition sum so that the total is 
12. You cannot use the digit 4.  
Ans= 11+1=12. 
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Services & Speakers January 2026 

 8.30am 10.45am 6.00pm 

4th Christmas 2  

 Holy Communion  Holy Communion Service of the Word 

 Heather Kemball Heather Kemball Heather Kemball 

11th Baptism of Christ  

  Praise & Prayer Holy Communion 

  Margaret Cruxton Margaret Cruxton 

18th Epiphany 2 

 Holy Communion Holy Communion Evening Prayer 

 Heather Kemball Heather Kemball Heather Kemball 

25th Epiphany 3  

  Praise & Prayer Holy Communion 

  Bev Boulton Bev Boulton 
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January 2026 Rotas 

 Date Time Service  Readers Prayers 

4th January 8.30am Holy Communion BCP   

 10.45am Holy Communion CW Pat Lancaster Jane Baker 

   Margaret Mellor  

 6.00pm Service of the Word Ken Newton 
Chris Hollins 

Jane Baker 

11th January 9.00am Messy Church   

10.45am Praise & Prayer 
 

Linda Jones 
Janet Parker 

Alan Kemball 

6.00pm Holy Communion CW Chris Preston Harold Dowler 

  Kieran Hutchinson 

18th January 8.30am Holy Communion CW   

 10.45am Holy Communion CW Di Williams Bev  Nixon 

   Palul Cruxton  

 6.00pm Evening Prayer Harold Dowler Margaret Cruxton 

   Chris Hollins  

25th January  10.45am Praise & Prayer Helen  Mottram  

   Ruth Griffiths Yvonne Banks 

 6.00pm Holy Communion BCP Chris Preston Service Prayers 

   Kieran Hutchinson  



 

24 

 

Odlum’s Garage 
 

Knutsford Road, Rode Heath 
ST7 3SN 

Sales, service, new & used parts,  

body shop, MOT, diagnostic testing.  

Saturday servicing 
 

Tel: 01270-876226 
kevinodlumsgarage@gmail.com 


