[bookmark: _Hlk174433320]Sunday 14th December 2025  		    3rd Sunday of Advent


[bookmark: _Hlk216079399]Collect: O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way before you:
grant that the ministers and stewards of your  mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Isaiah 35.1–10
1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 2 and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God. He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’ 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Psalm 146.4–9
R Come, Lord, and save us.
[image: Third Sunday of Advent - Free vector clipart images on creazilla.com]4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! Whose hope is in the Lord their God;
5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps his promise for ever;
6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. R
7 The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; 
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
8 The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked. R
9 The Lord shall reign for ever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Alleluia! R 

James 5.7–10
7 Be patient, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, beloved,
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Matthew 11.2–11
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to Jesus, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ 4 Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see?  Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.” 11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’

Post Communion: We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever.
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[bookmark: _Hlk197598548][bookmark: _Hlk209430531]Sunday 14th December
09.30 Sung Eucharist, St Helen’s 
09.30 Service of the Word, St Mary’s
11.00 Sung Eucharist, St John’s
15.00 Light Up A Life Service, St Catherine’s
16.00 Brading Community Nativity (starting at Brading Methodist Church)
18.00 9 Lessons and Carols, St Peter’s

Tuesday 16th December
10am Morning Worship, St Catherine’s

Wednesday 17th December
10.00 Morning Worship, St Mary’s
11.00 Prayer Circle, St Peter’s
18.00 Carols by Candlelight, St Helen’s

Friday 19th December
09.00 Nettlestone Primary Carol Service, St Peter’s
13.00 Brading CE Primary Christingle Service, St Mary’s

Saturday 20th December
16.00 Live Nativity, St Peter’s

Sunday 21st December
08.00 Said BCP Holy Communion Service, St John’s
09.30 9 Lessons and Carols Service, St Mary’s 
10.00 Sung Eucharist St Peter’s 
[image: Free Christmas Border Clipart - Frames - Borders]11.00 – 15.00 Sheep Treasure Hunt, Seaview
16.15 Midwinter Service, St Helen’s
17.30 Sung Evensong, St John’s



Christmas Eve
15.00 Crib Service, St Mary’s
15.00 Christingle & Crib Service, St Peter’s
16.00 Crib Service, St Helen’s
21.00 Christmas Eucharist, St Helen’s
             23.30 Christmas Eucharist, St Mary’s
             23.30 Christmas Eucharist, St Peter’s

Christmas Day
09.30 Christmas Eucharist, St Mary’s
  09.30 Christmas Eucharist, St Helen’s
              10.00 Christmas Eucharist, St Peter’s
11.00 Christmas Eucharist, St John’s


[bookmark: _Hlk216351797]
Sun 28th December 
09.30 Service of the Word, St Mary’s
09.30 Sung Eucharist, St Helen’s
11.00 Sung Eucharist, St John’s.

Wednesday 31st December
18.00 New Year’s Eve Service, St Catherine’s

Website: www.havenchurches.org.uk
Or find us on achurchnearyou.com
Or follow us on Facebook: Haven Churches IOW

To add items to this news sheet please contact Rev Bevaly
Haven Benefice Church contacts: 
Priest-in-Charge (Day off: Tuesday)
St Peter’s Seaview and Safeguarding
Revd Karen Wilson on 07591240640
Email: revdkarenwilson@outlook.com
St Helen’s and St Catherine's, St Helens –
Sue Whitewick on 01983 568761
St Mary’s Brading – 
Nigel Elton-Walters on 01983 406817
Safeguarding - Catherine Davis on 07940826034 
St John’s Yaverland –
Kevin Norton on 07951407423
Curate at Haven Benefice
Revd Bevaly Rackett – 01983 407432 
Email: revbevrackett@gmail.com 

It is with sadness that I announce that Greville Sockett died on Monday 7th December. Greville was a friend to many and a loving servant of the Lord. He devotedly led our Matins service at St Peter’s church. May he rest in peace, rise in glory and perpetual light shine upon him. Details of the funeral service will be released when I have them. Revd Karen.

The Light Up a Life Service to remember loved ones in aid of Mountbatten is today (14th Dec) at St Catherine’s church at 3pm. All are welcome. 

The Brading Community Nativity starts at Brading Methodist Church this afternoon (14th Dec) at 4pm. Walk around the town (hopefully led by Gary the Donkey) discovering the Christmas story as we search for Mary, Joseph and the baby, finishing at St Mary’s church with candlelit carols and refreshments. (If wet we will do more indoors and less outside!)

Come and hear the Christmas story through readings and song at our 9 Lessons and Carols Service at St Peter’s church this evening (14th Dec) at 6pm.

You will be most welcome to our Carols by Candlelight Service at St Helen’s Church on Wednesday 17th December starting at 6pm. 

The Dec/Jan issue of our benefice magazine, 'What's On' is now available from the back of each church, price 60p. 

Responding to God's Love. We conclude our Advent  reflections on Friday 19th December in St Mary's Church Hall, Brading, at 6pm.  Booklets are still available from each Church (just £1 each) for use at home or in the group session. All are welcome and refreshments are provided (mulled wine and mince pies are promised) 

Join us for Choral Evensong at St John's, Yaverland on Sunday 21st Dec starting at 5.30pm. A beautiful service in a beautiful church at a beautiful time of the year.

Brading Bell Fund 8 Bell Club, tickets will be available from Sunday 28th December for the coming year £12 per ticket per year from Margaret Downer or contact her at barry.downer@hotmail.com for more payment details. 
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