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GLOOM AND GLORY 
The theme of this issue is WINTER THOUGHTS. As we begin the 

season of winter the articles in this issue are very inspiring. Winter 

brings in lots of changes all around us and we change as well. Most 

of the time we have a dull light if not darkness and the sun sets very 

early and we have changed our clocks to make the best use of light. 

Winter is a time of preparation, those who have a garden, prepare 

the garden for this season. The trees begin a season of rest. 

As Winter sets in we mark the beginning of a new liturgical year. 

We give thanks to God for all Gods mercies that we have 

experienced in the worship services in our church. We begin all 

over again learning from the scripture and making an effort to grow 

in the maturity of Faith. What is Advent: The word advent comes 

from the Latin word Adventus which literally means Coming. This in 

turn comes from the Greek word – PAROUSIA which means 

‘Coming’. It is so significant that the church begins their liturgical 

year reflecting on the theme of Second Coming. The Bible ends with 

a prayer in the book of Revelation 22: 20 The one who testifies to 

these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord 

Jesus!. This is the basic hope of the church and therefore the church 

is nothing but a community of believers who are waiting for the 

second coming of Jesus.  
In this time of the year when there is gloom, we prepare ourselves 

for the glorious cosmic event, the second coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. There are church traditions such as the orthodox church 

who observe the season of Advent as a penitential season like Lent. 

We also prepare ourselves to celebrate the first intervention of God 

in history, when God gave his only Son Jesus to incarnate as a 

human being, received by the Blessed Mother in her womb for him 

to be born in a lowly manger in Bethlehem. The angels at his birth 

sang Glory to God in the highest. It is the glory that pierces all 

gloom to bring into peoples lives great joy and peace and a new 

world of love.  

I wish the readers a meaningful Advent and a glorious celebration of 

Christmas. 

Prem    
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WINTER THOUGHTS 
 

This theme made me think back to when I was a child, I remember 

when winter started in November, with the frosts that froze both 

outside and inside the bedroom windows, with the beautiful patterns 

made by ‘Jack Frost’ and it being so cold without todays central 

heating, that we could see our breath in the air!! I remember the 

mad dash up the stairs at bedtime and snuggling down the bed with a 

hot water bottle and a feather eiderdown on top, then in the 

morning the rush downstairs to get dressed by the open fire in the 

front room. 

I remember the coal man reaching over the back gate with the big 

bag of coal over his shoulder and dumping it in the coal shed by our 

back door. Even though as an adult I can see the struggle my parents 

had, but as a child they made magical memories of our childhoods, 

we always seemed to have snow deep enough to make snowmen on 

the green with the other kids, and snowball fights with each other.  

Christmas was a magical time, with all decorations up in the house, 

my nan coming to stay from a week before Christmas until after the 

New Year, and telling us ‘who done it’ in drama’s when we were 

only half way through! Annoying at the time, but now fond 

memories to lookback on as a family.  

As I got older I was allowed to go to midnight mass with my mum 

and getting home to have a hot chocolate to warm us up before bed 

with the excitement of Christmas morning in our mind. It was a time 

of board games with everyone playing and my brother cheating! and 

our parents teaching us card games. With all todays modern 

technology, the children today miss such a lot of the simple fun we 

had, it made me think about how the memories of each generation 

will change and if we as older adults don’t share our memories of 

the past with our newer generations it will be lost along with the 

knowledge of the people, we shared them with.  
As the weather gets colder and I get older winter brings different 

thoughts, I worry about the cost of the heating and staying warm, I 

worry about those who are sleeping rough and the cost of living for 

us all, but despite all of these issues, I still love helping with the 



4 
 

Christmas nativity, The making of the Christingles on Christmas eve 

morning with members of church family and others who join us and 
the Joy of the children and adults at the Christingle  service in the 

afternoon, this marks the start of Christmas for me. As you will have 

gathered the Winter Season is a favourite time of mind, even though 

I now can be heard moaning about the cold. Lovely thoughts and 

memories can still be made no matter how old you are, there is 

always time to just stop and stare at the beauty of the frosts and 

make more memories. 

 

Lesley Clay 

 

THOUGHTS OF WINTER 
Winter is a time of reflection on the real meaning of Christmas  

and the wonder of the birth of Jesus. 

Winter is a time of not being swayed by all the advertising that we 

are inundated with on social media and television. 
Winter is a time of seeing the miracle of nature 

 as it transforms to protect itself in readiness for the coming spring. 

Winter is a time of not thinking that bare branches  

and bare soil are not as beautiful as any other time of year. 

Winter is a time of putting the garden to bed  

while we wait for the miracle of Spring to arrive. 

Winter is a time of not ignoring the garden  

and hoping it will sort itself out. It still needs tender loving care. 

Winter is a time of going for that crisp walk  

in the winter sunshine we keep promising to do. 

Winter is a time of not leaving that piece of detritus  

on the path or those leaves that should be on the compost heap. 

Winter is a time of hoping for that snow scene  

so all can go sledging and build a snowman. 

Winter is a time of not leaving the snow and ice uncleared,  

and not leaving your Wellingtons the right way up. 

Apart from all that Winter is a wonder of Nature to behold. 

 

Gill 
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Winter Thoughts .... 
I wonder if the snow loves the trees 
and fields, that it kisses them so 
gently? And then it covers them up 
snug, you know, with a white quilt; 
and perhaps it says, "Go to sleep, 
darlings, till the summer comes 
again.”  
Lewis Carroll 
 

“Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the touch 
of a friendly hand and for a talk beside the fire: it is the time for home.”  
Edith Sitwell 
 

“It was one of those March days when the sun shines hot and the wind 
blows cold: when it is summer in the light, and winter in the shade.” 
Charles Dickens 
 

“October extinguished itself in a rush of howling winds and driving rain and 
November arrived, cold as frozen iron, with hard frosts every morning and 
icy drafts that bit at exposed hands and faces.” 
J.K. Rowling  
 

“I read, much of the night, and go south in the winter.”  
T.S. Eliot 
 

“I know the look of an apple that is roasting and sizzling on the hearth on a 
winter's evening, and I know the comfort that comes of eating it hot, along 
with some sugar and a drench of cream... I know how the nuts taken in 
conjunction with winter apples, cider, and doughnuts, make old people's 
tales and old jokes sound fresh and crisp and enchanting.”  
Mark Twain 
 

“No animal, according to the rules of animal-etiquette, is ever expected to 
do anything strenuous, or heroic, or even moderately active during the off-
season of winter.” 
Kenneth Grahame  
 
Jacqueline  
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WINTER THOUGHTS 
 

Dark nights & mornings. Vitamin D needed daily 

Fallen leaves crispy & crunchy under foot  

as you step from crunch to crunch. 

Stark tree branches revealed in their beauty  

& design seen for the first time since Spring. 

Cosy sweaters, warm coats. heating on.  

Doors & windows closed as we try to keep warm. 

Dumpling stews, warming soups with lentil  

& pearl barley. Steamed or baked puds to warm from within. 

Easy to feel sad at the chilly darkness & gloom of Winter life. 

But then, Advent! 

Looking forward to the wondrous time for our world faith as we look in 

wonder for the Birth of Christ. 

Interaction with children at our Christmas Workshop  

& planning the Nativity performance. 

Christingle making, singing carols. 

Friends & family gather. 

Then to look forward again to New Year  

& the cycle to brighter, warmer days begins again 

 

Mary De Silva 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent by Lesley Clay 
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THE CHRISTMAS WREATH  
by Alan Titchmarsh 

 

Through frozen snow our footsteps crunch, 

setting out to cut a bunch, of holly for the Christmas lunch. 

scarlet fruits, their brilliant livery, 

Cheering children cold and shivery, waiting Santa's Yule delivery. 

Decorating bird and barrel, 

showing off their gay apparel,  called to mind in verse and Carol. 

Fending off our wintry woe, with ivy and with mistletoe, 

held aloft with Christmas bow. 

No pudding stuffed with plum and fig, 

No Christmas board too small or big, to benefit from Holly sprig. 

To be without it would be folly, no evergreen is half as jolly, 

As the shining Christmas Holly. 

 

 

 

WINTER QUOTES 
In the depths of Winter,  

I finally learned there was in me an invincible Summer. 

Albert Camus (French philosopher and Author.) 

 

To appreciate the beauty of a snowflake it is necessary  

to stand out in the cold. 

Aristotle 

 

Summer friends will melt away like summer  

snows but winter friends are forever. 

George R R Martin  (American Author) 

 

Winter is not a Season it's a celebration. 

Anamika Mishra (Indian Author) 

 

Gill 
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ADVENT CANDLE READINGS 

1 Genesis 2 v 19 – (24) 25 
(Creation) 

13 Jeremiah 29 v (1) 4 – 14 
(Return) 

2 Genesis 3 v 8 – 21 (Fall) 14 Jeremiah 31 v 31 – 34 
(New Covenant) 

3 Genesis 12 v 1 – 5 
(Abraham) 

15 Micah 5 v 2 – 5 
(Bethlehem) 

4 Genesis 15 v 1 – 6 
(Righteous by Faith) 

16 Zechariah 9 v 9 – 12 (On a 
Donkey) 

5 2 Samuel 7 v 1 – 17 
(David) 

17 Malachi 3 v 1 – 4 (The 
Messenger) 

6 Isaiah 6 (Judgement) 18 Matthew 1 v 18 -25 

7 Isaiah 7 v 10 – 17 
(Immanuel) 

19 Luke 1 v 26 – 38 
(Annunciation) 

8 Isaiah 9 v 1 – 7 
(Wonderful Counsellor) 

20 Luke 1 v 39 – 56 
(Magnificat) 

9 Isaiah 11 v 1 – 9 (The 
Spirit of the Lord) 

21 Luke 1 v 57 – 66 (John the 
Baptist) 

10 Isaiah 40 v 1 – 11 
(Comfort) 

22 Luke 2 v 1 – 20 

11 Isaiah 53 v 1 – 6 
(Servant) 

23 Matthew 2 v 1 – 12 ( or 
15: Magi) 

12 Jeremiah 7 v 1 – 15 
(Exile) 

24 John 1 v 1 – 14 

 

Other possibilities: 
Daniel 7 v 13 – 14 (Son of Man), Joel 2 v 28 – 32 (Holy Spirit) 

 

Chris Hickin 
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Winter-Time 
Late lies the wintry sun a-bed, 

A frosty, fiery sleepy-head; 

Blinks but an hour or two; and then, 

A blood-red orange, sets again. 
 

Before the stars have left the skies, 

At morning in the dark I rise; 

And shivering in my nakedness,  

By the cold candle, bathe and dress. 
 

Close by the jolly fire I sit 

To warm my frozen bones a bit; 

Or with a reindeer-sled, explore 

The colder countries round the door. 
 

When to go out, my nurse doth wrap 

Me in my comforter and cap; 

The cold wind burns my face, and blows 

Its frosty pepper up my nose. 
 

Black are my steps on silver sod; 

Thick blows my frosty breath abroad; 

And tree and house, and hill and lake, 

Are frosted like a wedding cake. 

 

by Robert Louis Stevenson 
 

submitted by Jacqueline 
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A Dialogue between God and Little Agnes 

on the Blessings of Winter 
 

AGNES: Dear Father, I love winter! Even though it’s cold and dark, I 

always look forward to Christmas time and to playing with the snow! Did 

you create winter for that? 

GOD: Dear Little Agnes, yes, I did, but there are also other reasons. 

Genesis 8:22 proclaims, “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and 

harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease” 

as a reminder that my promises endure. The reliable cycle of seasons 

represents my unchanging faithfulness, grace and devotion for My creation. 

Nature reveals My character. In winter, in the silence of the dark and the 

stillness of the cold, My voice can be heard, and – with it - My wisdom, and 

-through them- you will feel My eternal love and acknowledge My blessings 

to you. 

 

AGNES: Thank you, Father. What are the greatest blessings that you give 

us in winter, then? 

GOD: Forgiveness is one of them. In winter, the purity of the snow can 

serve as a symbol of forgiveness and catharsis from sin, as it is depicted in 

Isaiah 1:18, "though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow.” 

Another sacred winter blessing is spiritual pruning. 

  

AGNES: What is spiritual pruning, Father, and why does it happen during 

the winter? 

GOD: Winter is a time of pruning or ‘cutting back’, necessary for growth. 

Just like trees need pruning to remove dead or overgrown branches, 

different areas of your life need to be pruned to facilitate your spiritual 

growth. 

In John 15:2, Jesus says, “He removes every branch in me that bears no 

fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.” 

Pruning is vitally important to grow in your walk with Jesus, because there 

might be things in your life which hinder your relationship with him. 

Ask yourself, “Am I carrying ‘dead branches’ in my life?” It could be a bad 

relationship, a past wound, a negative attitude preventing you from 

enjoying life, or looking for security in something other than Jesus himself. 

Many times, people are too afraid to give up what they know, for 

something new that they cannot see yet. 
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The truth is – people can choose to be unhappy carrying these ‘dead 

branches’, or they go through the pain of letting Me ‘prune’ them away, to 

feel joy and peace restored within their soul, and their relationship with 

Jesus renewed. 
 

AGNES: Okay. So, how exactly can we improve our relationship with Jesus 

so he can help us grow during winter time? 

GOD: In John 15:4, Jesus says, “Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 

you unless you abide in me.” In other words, you need to follow Jesus. I 

want you to be so rooted and grounded in My love that nothing can hurt 

you, so you will be able to bear good fruit even in the hardest, darkest and 

coldest seasons of life. 

Winter holds space to silence, stillness, rest and contemplation. At 

Christmas time you have an opportunity to reflect, pray, deepen your 

relationship with Jesus, draw closer to him, grounding yourself in his love 

and truth, becoming mindful of his presence in your life and allowing him 

to refresh your spirit. True rest for your soul only comes from him. In 

Psalm 46:10 it is sung, ‘Be still, and know that I am God!” By being still and 

in silence during the dark winter, you will hear Jesus’s voice and feel his 

presence. Trust in him. Surrender to Me, listen to the Holy Spirit, and let 

Jesus direct your path, trusting that he will always guide you and feed your 

soul. 
 

AGNES: What is the best way to surrender to You and let Jesus guide us? 

And how can we best listen to the Holy Spirit? 

GOD: Through gratitude, worship, purpose, and sacred sense of direction.  

“It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name […]; to 

declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night” 

(Psalm 92:1-2) encourages you to start and finish each winter day with 

prayer, praise and thankfulness. “This is the day that the Lord has made; let 

us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24), invites you to rejoice in the 

winter days that I have made.  
 

AGNES: Thank you so much, Father. From now on, I will pray more so 

Jesus becomes my best friend, and will spend more time in silence so I can 

hear the voice of the Holy Spirit. And I will come back here soon, to speak 

with You again! 

 

Candida Mulé 
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RECIPES FOR YOU 
 

 

GLUTEN-FREE LENTIL BREAD 

 
Ingredients: 

3/4 cup red lentils ground in coffee grinder     

1 glass of water    
1 tablespoon olive oil 

2 eggs       

salt to taste    

1 teaspoon baking powder         

1 tablespoon apple cider vinegar     

40g psyllium husk  

30g pumpkin seeds    

30g sunflower seeds     

Sesame seeds for topping 

 

Method: 

In a bowl mix together the ground lentils, water & oil.   

Add the eggs & salt = mix well again. 

Add the psyllium husk & cider vinegar & leave to soak for 15 

minutes.  

Meanwhile dry fry the pumpkin & sunflower seeds in a pan. Cool & 

add to the dough after the soaking time 

Grease & line a 1lb loaf tin, flatten the dough & cut a deep opening 

through the centre & pour sesame seeds over the top 

 

Bake at 180c, 350F or Gas mark 4 for 50-60 mins 

 

 

Mary De Silva 

 

 

 



13 
 

MUSTARD STUFFED CHICKEN.  

Courtesy Good Food Magazine  

 

Ingredients,    

125g ball of mozzarella, torn into small pieces.   

50g strong cheddar, grated.  

1 tbsp wholegrain mustard.   

4 skinless, boneless chicken breast fillets.  

8 smoked streaky bacon rashers. 

 

Method.    

Heat oven 200c/ fan 180c/ gas 6.    

Mix the cheeses and mustard together.   

Cut a slit into the side of each chicken breast,  

then stuff with the mustard mixture.   

Wrap each stuffed chicken breast with 2 bacon rashers, not too tightly but 

enough to hold the chicken together.  

Season, place on a baking sheet and roast for 20 - 25 mins  

 
Gill 
 

Think what God Thinks: 
When we have done our best to serve the Lord, 

a thoughtless or critical remark can take 
away our joy. When that happens you must 
focus instead on what God thinks about you. 

1 Samual 16:7 
 

Shalom: 
Jewish people greet one another with the 

word Shalom. It means ‘peace’, ‘well being’ 
And ‘wholeness’. Your heavenly Father is 

actually called Jehovah-Shalom,  
‘The Lord Is my peace,’  

The assurance is that God Lives up to his name. 
Genesis 22:14,   Isaiah 9:6 

 
Lesley Clay 
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RASPBERRY AND WHITE CHOCOLATE 

MUFFINS.  Courtesy Good Food Magazine  

 

Ingredients   

100g unsalted butter softened.   

65g caster sugar.   

65g light brown sugar.  

2 large eggs, room temperature.   

125g Greek yoghurt.   

1 tsp vanilla paste. 5 tbsp milk.  

250g self raising flour.   

1tsp baking powder.  

200g raspberries ( fresh or frozen )  

75g white chocolate chips.  

 

Method.    

Heat oven 200c/ fan 180c / gas 6 and line a 12-hole muffin tin with paper 

cases. 

Beat the butter and sugars together for 5 mins until pale and fluffy.  

Add the eggs gradually and beat in until combined.   

Stir in yoghurt, vanilla and milk.  

Fold in flour, baking powder and a pinch of fine salt until you have a 

smooth batter.  

Finally, fold in 150g of the raspberries and the white chocolate chips and fill 

the muffin cases three quarters full.     

Put the remaining raspberries into the top of each muffin so they stick out 

slightly.   

Bake for 8 mins then reduce the oven to 180c / fan 160 / gas 4 and bake 

for 20- 25 mins until risen and golden, and a cocktail stick inserted in the 

centre comes out clean. 

 

Gill 
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Sent by Mary De Silva 
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BIBLE QUIZ – November 2025  

THE INFANCY OF JESUS 
 

Here are 12 questions about the infancy of Jesus             
1. Name the angel who foretold the 

birth of Jesus (Luke 1v26)  

 

2. Name the mother of Jesus  

(Luke 1v30-31)   

 

3. Name her husband 

(Luke 1v27)  

 

4.  Why did Jesus happen to be born in 

Bethlehem? (Luke 2v3-4) 

 

5, 

 

What was Jesus’ first cradle?  

(Luke 2v7)  

 

6. Who were his first visitors?  

(Luke 2 v15-16)  

 

7. How did they know that Jesus had 

been born? (Luke 2 v10) 

 

8.  What was the song of the heavenly 

host?  (Luke 2 v14)   

 

9. Who said “Master, now you are 

dismissing your servant in peace”  

(Luke 2 v25-29)  

 

10. Who asked “Where is he that is born 

King of the Jews? 

(Matthew 2 v1-2) 

 

11. How had these enquirers been 

guided? (Matthew 2v2) 

 

12.  Name the three gifts which they gave 

to Jesus (Matthew 2 v11) 

 

 

Ian Beazley 
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Your monthly gardening checklists: Flowers 

• Protect terracotta pots from cracking in freezing weather by bringing 
them indoors or wrapping in bubble polythene 

 

• Rake up accumulated fallen leaves in borders that could be harbouring 
slugs and other pests 

 

• Plant bare-root roses and other deciduous shrubs, plus ornamental 
trees 

 

• Hang bird feeders near roses to attract hungry birds that will also pick 
off any overwintering pests 

 

• Cut stems of berried winter shrubs, 
seasonal flowers and evergreen leaves 
for festive decorations and wreaths 

 

• Move plants in pots to a sheltered spot 
if conditions turn very cold, as their 
roots are more exposed to the 
elements 

 

• Pile straw or bracken around the base of tender shrubs and climbers 
to protect them from falling temperatures 

 

• Plant fragrant winter shrubs in pots on the doorsteps, 
including chimonanthus, sarcococca and Daphne odora 

 

• Prune climbing roses between now and February 
 

• Hard prune overgrown shrubs and hedges while they're dormant 
 

• Check stored bulbs and corms regularly for any signs of rot 
 

• Prune climbing roses before February 

 

Lesley Clay 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/maintain-the-garden/how-do-i-stop-terracotta-pots-cracking/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/maintain-the-garden/how-to-collect-autumn-leaves/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/how-to-plant-a-bare-root-rose2/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/ornamental-trees/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/ornamental-trees/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/diy/how-to-make-a-hanging-bird-feeder/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/10-berried-plants-for-birds/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/diy/how-to-make-a-christmas-wreath/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/quick-ways-to-protect-plants-from-frost/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/container-plants-for-winter-scent/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/how-to-grow-chimonanthus-wintersweet/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/sarcococca-confusa/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/daphne-odora/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/how-to-winter-prune-trees-and-shrubs/
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KIDS JOKES 
What did one hat say to the other? 

You wait here — I'll go on ahead! 
 

Why don't the circus lions eat the clowns? 

Because they taste funny! 
 

What did the pirate say when he turned 80? 

"Aye matey." 
 

Why did the chicken cross the playground? 

To get to the other slide! 
 

Why did the actor fall through the floorboards? 

They were going through a stage! 
 

Why did a scarecrow win a Nobel prize? 

He was outstanding in his field! 
 

Why are peppers the best at archery? 

Because they habanero! 
 

What did the duck say after she bought chapstick? 

Put it on my bill! 
 

Why did an old man fall in a well? 

Because he couldn’t see that well! 
 

What do you call a fake noodle? 

An impasta! 
 

What did the three-legged dog say when he walked into a saloon? 

“I’m looking for the man who shot my paw!” 
 

How do you tell the difference between a bull and a cow? 

It is either one or the udder! 
 

What’s red and smells like blue paint? 

Red paint! 

 

Lesley Clay 
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Church Events for your diary 
 

Sunday 30th November:  

ADVENT SUNDAY 

 

Sunday 7th December:  

CONFIRMATION SERVICE at St. Georges Shirley, 5 pm 

 

Thursday 11th December:  

Carols at Addington Heights, 3 pm 

 

Tuesday 16th December:  

Carols at Central Parade, 11 am 

 

Thursday 18th December:  

Carols at Frylands Court, 3 pm 

 

Saturday 20th December:  

Children’s Christmas Workshop 10.30 am–12.30 pm 

 

Sunday 21st December:  

Carol Service, 3 pm 

 

Wednesday 24th December:  

Christingle Service, 4 pm 

 

Wednesday 24th December:  

Midnight Mass, 11.30 pm 

 

Thursday 25th December:  

Christmas Festival Service, 10.00 am 
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Church Services at St Edwards. 
 

Sunday Early service 9 am this is also live streamed on Facebook. 
 

1st Sunday of the month is an All-age worship with  

Eucharist & music 10.30 am 
 

Sunday main service 10.30 am Eucharist with music 
 

Thursday Morning Service 9.30 am in the Chapel 
 
 

 

 

The next Sunday school will be  

on Sunday 28th December 

 
 

PASTORAL SERVICES THIS MONTH 
 

Ashes Interment 
16th November 2025 - Brian John Long 

 

ADVENT MEDITATION GROUP 

Dates: 

Thursday 4th December 2025, 7.30 pm 

Thursday 11th December 2025, 7.30 pm  

Thursday 18th December 2025, 7.30 pm 

 

Place: 

Church Hall Meeting Room 

 

Book: 

A SEASON OF SILENCE  

Deep listening in a noisy world 

By Revd Dr. Joshua Rey 
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St. EDWARD KING AND CONFESSOR CHURCH 
New Addington 

 

DECEMBER 2025 Worship Services 
Sundays 9.00 am and 10.30 am, Thursdays 9.30 am 

 

Dates Readings Reader Intercessor 

Sunday 7th Dec. 

2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

  

Isaiah 11: 1-10 Gill Gillam Sidney  
Adanaike 

Romans 15: 4-13 Kester  

O Connor 

Matthew 3: 1-12  

Thurs. 4th Dec Matthew 7.21, 24-27   

Sunday 14th 

Dec. 

3nd Sunday of 

Advent 

Isaiah 35: 1-10 Lesley Clay 

 

Mary De 

Silva 

James 5: 7-10 Kadiatu 

Fofonah 

Matthew 11: 2-11  

Thurs. 11th Dec Matthew 11: 11-15   

Sunday 21st 

Dec. 

4th Sunday of 

Advent 

Isaiah 7: 10-16 Ros Green Lesley Clay 

Romans 1: 1-7 Julie 

Brooker 

Matthew 1: 18-end  

Thurs. 18th Dec Matthew 1: 18-24   

Wednesday 24th 

Dec. 

Christmas eve 

Midnight mass 

Isaiah 9: 2-7 Lesley Clay Fr. Prem 

Titus 2: 11-14 Mary De 

Silva 

Luke 2: 1-14, 15-20  

Thursday 25th 

Dec. 

Christmas 

Day 

10am service 

Isaiah 62: 6-end Lesley Clay Kester O 

Connor 

 
Titus 3: 4-7 Les Preston 

Luke 2: 1-7, 8-20  

Sunday 28th Dec. 

Holy 

innocents  

Jeremiah 31. 15-17 Julie 

Brooker 

Lesley Clay 

 

1 Corinthians 1.26-29 Jacqueline 

Sanderson 

Matthew 2.13-end  
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REGULAR EVENTS AT EDWARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singing for fun 
An informal singing group every Thursday 3-4 pm in 

church, we sing all the old-time favourites accompanied 

by the piano and Fr Prem on the Guitar. 
 

Everyone welcome. 

A WARM SOCIAL SPACE: 
St Edwards will be open every Thursday from 10am to 4pm 

As a warm social space during these worrying times of rising 

energy and food prices: People are welcome                                        

to call in whenever they wish, 

and stay for as long as they like. 

These will be tea/coffee and biscuits available all day, there are 

board games to play if you wish or just to read a book or chat. 
 

Please do come and join us and spread the word to 

anyone you think may like to come. 
 

CAMEO 
A group for retired folk who would like to meet on the 

1st Wednesday of the month from 2-4 pm in the church 

hall for tea/coffee cake and a chat. Everyone welcome 

 

NEXT MEETING 03 12 25 
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St. Ed’s Together 
Welcome to our November edition of our Parish Magazine from St 
Edward King and Confessor in New Addington. Thanks to all those 
who contributed to this issue. Hope you enjoy this issue. 
Kindly note that our service timings are: Sunday Eucharist at 9.00 am 
and at 10.30 am. We have our Midweek Eucharist at 9.30 am on 
Thursdays.  
We continue to have a Eucharist live streamed on our Facebook 
page on Sundays at 9.00 am. We also have a prayer help line open 
from 6am-10pm. If you would like to speak to priest or to ask for a 
prayer to be said you can call the Vicarage 01689 845588  
If you would like a call even if just for a chat please call us, we are 
here to help.  
 
Cover pic: Flower arrangement by Stella Cheetham 
 
 

 

C H U R C H   C O N T A C T S 
 

Email: stedwardnewaddington@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.stedwardnewaddington.org.uk 
 

 

If you wish to contact Fr. Prem 

Vicarage Telephone: 01689 845588 – Mobile No: 07942 755011 

Email: prem_rajcsi@yahoo.com 
 

 

Church Wardens 

Lesley Clay 

Telephone: 01689 842462          Mobile: 07495 688660 

Email: lesleystedwards1958@gmail.com 
 

 

Ian Beazley 

Mobile: 07929 661942 

IF YOU HAVE SAFEGUARDING CONCERNS  

PLEASE CONTACT 
Lesley Clay lesleystedwards1958@gmail.com 

Jacqueline Sanderson (jacqueline@sandersonmail.org.uk) 

Fr.  Prem (prem_rajcsi@yahoo.com 
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