St Olaf’s Church Poughill
NOTICES FOR WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 2nd November 2025
“All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.”
1 Corinthians 12: 27 (Church verse for 2025)

Rector: Rev Teresa Folland contact 01288 352599 (home)
Churchwarden: Howard Emmens contact 07769 188858 (mobile)
Churchwarden: Kathy Emmens contact 07795 909054 (mobile)
Note: If in any danger on church premises ring 999

Sunday 2nd November	10.00am  Morning Praise Liz Page with Lindsay Morgan Lundie* speaking 
3.00pm Benefice All Souls Service at St Swithin’s Church Launcells 
Sunday 9th November	10.00am Holy Communion Rev Jane Bradbury with Alison Sinden
Sunday 16th November	10.00am  Morning Praise  Rev Douglas Adams
Sunday 23rd November	10.00am  Morning Praise  Tim Symonds
				6.00pm Informal Prayer and Praise in The Old School
*Lindsay is a lay reader and will speak about pioneering and the thinking, motivation, and theology behind it. Liz is currently undertaking a Pioneering course. 
Church Prayer Meeting: Fridays 7.00pm meeting in The Old School.
Saturday Prayer Breakfast : Saturday 1st is the men’s prayer breakfast at 8.30am in the Old School and appropriately is All Saints Day.  
All Souls Service at St Swithin’s Church: The annual Benefice All Souls Service will be held at St Swithin’s Church, Launcells on Sunday 2nd November at 3.00pm. Everyone is very welcome to attend.  
Hollabury Fellowship: Wednesday 5th November: Tim Symonds will be leading.
ALPHA: Please continue to pray for the North Kernow Benefice ALPHA course as it enters its last few weeks at St Andrew’s Church, Stratton. 
Saturday Zoom Quiz 7.30pm: Join with others in the benefice via Zoom: Meeting ID 874 2385 3298 Passcode 564 786.
An Evening of Prayer for the persecuted church Monday 3rd November 7.30 – 9pm at Oceans. This is part of the international day of prayer for the persecuted church.
Cameo will be on 13th November.
Fish and chips at the Preston Gate will be on 14th November. Please give names to Tim or Keith I you would like to book a plaice (it is more likely to be cod but…)
Morning Prayer: 9.00am Monday to Friday Via Zoom: Meeting ID 818 0754 3068 passcode 342 493 or you can join by phone on 0203 051 2874 or 0203 051 5237.
Daily Bread notes for September–November are available at the back of the church. 
SOCKS (St Olaf's Children's Klub) Fridays 5.30–6.30pm in The Old School and Pants (Youth Group for those 11+): Contact Rachel on 353842.
Recordings of sermons: Sound recordings of sermons are now available from Rich. Tel 07772 775591 or email docrichpage@hotmail.com.
House Groups meet on various days during the week. If you are interested in joining one, please contact Kathy or Howard. There are vacancies just waiting for YOU!
Communion at home: Rev Douglas Adams and Rev Teresa Folland can arrange for communion in your home when you find yourself unwell and unable to attend services for a period. Please phone if this is something you would like: Rev Teresa Folland 01288 352599 or Rev Douglas Adams 01288 353842.
[bookmark: _Hlk172195123]
Sermon	Rev Teresa Folland			Psalm 84; 2 Tim. 4: 6-8, 16-18; Luke 18: 9-14
What a beautiful and familiar psalm “How lovely is your dwelling place O Lord God Almighty – my soul yearns for the courts of the Lord and my heart and flesh cry out for the living God” ….is this your song, is this your prayer?
The Pharisee and the Tax-Collector to all intents and purposes are in God’s dwelling place, seeking time with their God, pouring out their honest feelings; one seeking affirmation that they have got it all “right” and the other humbly saying I’ve got it all wrong Lord, and I need your mercy and your forgiveness.
As I was reflecting on this reading – and thinking about the arrogance of the Pharisee and his judgement of the Tax collector – and it brought to mind the assuredness of Paul in his letter to Timothy – “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day”.
And I started thinking about how was it so wrong for the Pharisee to recite his achievements “I thank you, God, that I am not like other people—cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I’m certainly not like that tax collector! I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.”
And yet Paul’s letter is seen as good.
Let’s park that for a moment.
And think a little more deeply about the parable of Jesus. It’s like we find ourselves in a court room with a court’s language – especially if you think about the preceding parable. 
Have any of you been in a court room? I have a couple of times and it feels like a very hostile place – or perhaps you have seen them on TV. In a civil case – there is the plaintiff, eagerly claiming that he has been wronged by the person opposing him. He has a team of lawyers who bring witnesses and argue his case- trying to persuade the judge that he is right. The defendant, the one who is being accused – his lawyers are trying to persuade the judge that he is in the right. We may feel we know which way the verdict will go, but until the judge sums up and announces the result – it could go either way. The judge has the last say – and the parties are either vindicated or judged.
This parable looks as though it is describing a religious occasion – but it turns out to be more like a legal situation – the Pharisee has turned his prayer into a contest or lawsuit. He is telling God about all his good points – and exalts or lifts himself high by denouncing the Tax collector. 
It's become a competition and the gospel of Jesus Christ is never a competition. Jesus’ message is for everybody. All are sinners, all need to repent and all who are repentant will be forgiven – and all will receive the prize of eternal life.
The Pharisee is justifying himself before the judge – and we see the peril of presumptive prayer.
The tax-collector on the other hand is full of contrition, he dares not even stand near the holy place, but prays from the back of the temple – not daring to come any closer. But this humble man who has a small faith has seen the greatness of the heart of God.
And of course, it is not for you and I to know who is vindicated and who is not. We are never the judge, Jesus is. If we ever catch ourselves judging others, we need to confess that, be repentant, and seek forgiveness
There maybe those who have all the outward badges of virtue – good things – such as tithing what they have been given, reading scripture publicly, fasting and praying – and there is nothing wrong with any of those things, in fact those things are good – but God also sees what is in our hearts – he sees our motivations – he knows whether our souls yearn for the courts of the Lord, if our heart and flesh cry out for the living God….but God knows if we have become hard hearted, if we are doing these things because we think they will guarantee our ticket to heaven – if our heart isn’t in it, If we are dead to him inside; if our faith is about outward show rather than our faith being alive and an inward reality.
But contrasted with the Pharisee – is the Tax-collector – the reviled tax-collector – condemned by many, just because of his occupation – and we can think of other careers which are distrusted by the masses. 
I had a friend Alan – who was quite a cynic – who said “If a man in a boiler suit comes calling at my door, I know I can do business with him, but if a man in a pinstriped suit carrying a briefcase knocks at my door, I’m not going to let him in because I know he will rob me”! I sort of know what he means, but he needs to wind in that scepticism.
Here we have the despised tax-collector who is honestly and sincerely coming before God with genuine penitence, throwing himself on the mercies of God – and oh how wide those mercies are…. Thank God!
And we hear some of the most comforting words in the whole gospel - “this one went home vindicated”. He was exonerated, pardoned, absolved and acquitted – entirely free from blame. Forgiven!
He joined the ranks of Paul, “I have fought the good fight, I have run the race, I have kept the faith”
Back to Paul’s declaration:- there is no arrogance with Paul’s declaration – he has written of his struggles and he acknowledged that without Christ he is nothing. Without the guidance and help and comfort of the Holy Spirit, Paul acknowledges that he would have failed to fought the fight, run the race & kept the faith - but more than that; there is no competition here - Paul says that It not just me that will receive the crown of righteousness – the crown of living right with God, but everyone who loves God and longs for his coming with power. Everyone whose song is “How lovely is your dwelling place O Lord God Almighty – my soul yearns for the courts of the Lord and my heart and flesh cry out for the living God” Amen.
************************************************
Intercessory Prayers:
Abba, Father, the trees are ablaze with your glory.
The seasons change, but you never do.
You are always beautiful,
in the green and freshness of spring
as in the golds and reds and chills of autumn.
Make me like you.
Let my life reflect your beauty,
season after season,
as the calendar of my life turns and turns and turns.
The trees are letting go of this year's foliage.
Help me let go of both blessings and burdens,
and surrender them both to your loving care.
Fallen leaves pattern the ground with variety.
So design my own fallings and failings
into whatever design will please you most.
In Jesus' name, I pray,		(African Sisters Education Collaborative)
Our Father, we come before you, we bless your name and we are thankful for all we have and are and have been given by you. Compassionate God, as we celebrate a full harvest table, we remember those whose cupboards are bare. We pray for every family worried about their next meal. For parents skipping meals so their children can eat, and for anyone facing isolation and hunger on their own, we ask and pray that you will provide for them and bring them hope. 
Thank you for your amazing grace and mercy that forgives our sins and brings us into your kingdom. We praise you for your deep love and for empowering us to live a new life in your Spirit. Help us to never forget the sacrifice of Jesus. Because our sins are covered, we dare to come into your presence.
We give thanks for St Olaf’s, our local church, this community of believers that serves as a beacon of Your love and truth in our area. We thank you for the people who serve, the teaching that nourishes us, and the opportunities to share your goodness with those around us. We pray for continued growth, wisdom, and unity as we strive to be a blessing to you and a light to the world. May your Holy Spirit fill us, empowering us to serve faithfully and reach out to others with your grace. 
We pray for the Church of England and the Right Reverend Dame Sarah Mullally as she prepares to become Archbishop of Canterbury: may she be filled with your Holy Spirit. Bless also Archbishop Stephen, Bishop David, and our rector Teresa. May they know the strength and power of your Spirit.  
We ask for your hand on the Alpha Course as it continues to meet each Tuesday. Bless those who come to seek answers. May all who are attending have an encounter with you, either for the first time or for a renewed blessing. We pray for all who help to make each occasion successful by preparing food and setting up. Mostly we ask that your Holy Spirit will be in all that is said and done that your name will be glorified.
We pray for our suffering world. So many countries at war: Ukraine continues to suffer a lack of finance now that the EU loan has been delayed, and from continued attacks from Russia, and peace still seems very far off; in Sudan now the war is well into its third year and the deaths from fighting alone are in the tens of thousands. The population are enduring malaria, Dengue fever, cholera and typhoid outbreaks and famine and the diseases are overwhelming the Khartoum hospitals. The population in Sudan are suffering atrocities daily and there seems to be no end in sight to the civil war. Bless your suffering people and may the warring leaders have compassion for the suffering they are causing.
We give thanks for the peace that has come to Gaza and Israel and for the release of prisoners and hostages. But the lack of clarity as to where the border should be is causing trouble so we pray for an end to this problem. May the fragile peace become a permanent one and the aid that is still a critical problem in Gaza arrive to these needy people. Bring healing of the mind we pray to those who have seen atrocities and cannot forget.
We pray for persecuted Christians throughout the world. Violent chaos continues to be a cover for persecution in countries like Myanmar, Yemen and Sudan; civil wars have become places for targeted attacks against Christians. Bless your suffering people. We know you said that you did not come to bring peace but a sword but we still pray for peace and your kingdom to come and your will to be done.
We pray for the sick in our own community. Continue to heal and sustain Pam Kemp, Bella, Sandra Shepherd, Paul Whybrow, Molly Hooper, Peter Harrison, Mary, Debbie, Denise, Liz, Rich and Irene Webster. We continue to pray for Remy, eight and suffering with a serious cancer, and for his family too. We pray for Sue Dickinson whose injuries are serious and may prove to be life-changing. We pray for Ferg and Ellie and Kitty going through a difficult time as Ferg has cancer. We ask that all these we have named may receive a touch from you. May they know your peace and hope in their situations.
We pray too for those who mourn, that they will be comforted.
We pray for children in our community, that they will be protected from all the temptations that surround them, and that they will understand what is good and choose that. We pray for the schools, that they will look after the children in their care and that the teachers will have the energy and compassion needed.
We pray for those at college or university, that they will keep their faith and find good friends.
This week we pray from our electoral roll for Paul Heard and his family and John and Shirley  Henderson and their family. We thank you them and the part they play in this  fellowship.
This week we pray for the charities Barnabas Aid, who work to provide hope to suffering and persecuted Christians worldwide, and for Care for the Family, a national charity aiming  to promote strong family life and to help those who face family difficulties.
We pray for the King and Queen and all the royal family, that they will set good examples of family life and faith. We think of King Charles as he has had to deal with his brother Andrew. We ask for the King’s health to remain good. For the government we pray for stability and moral leadership, honesty and truthfulness in all they do, as they face so many problems both in this country and in dealing with other countries, and especially for the success of the ‘Coalition of the Willing’. We ask for your hand on the Assisted Dying Bill as it continues its passage through the House of Lords and pray that your will may be done.
We pray for the armed services and the intelligence services, and are grateful that they work to keep us safe in these troubled times.  
We pray that we may we stay true to you our Saviour and Lord through all the challenges and difficulties of life, knowing that you are always with us and never forsake us.
May God's Word be in our hearts.
May God's Word be on our lips.
May God's Word be in our touch.
May God's Word direct our feet.
On this day and all our days to come
May God's Word be the life you live.
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
***********************************************************************************************Please contact Kathy Emmens by Friday noon if you have an item you wish to be included in the notice sheet: kathyemmens@gmail.com
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