  A Service for Use at Home in Advent

Opening Prayer

O Lord our God,
make us watchful 
and keep us faithful
as we await the coming 
of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,
he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service
and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
 	
Prayers of Penitence

A voice cries out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’
So let us listen, and turn to the Lord 
in penitence and faith.
	
A time of silent reflection follows…

Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations
into the peace of your kingdom:
Lord, have mercy.

You come in word and sacrament
to strengthen us in holiness:
Christ, have mercy.

You will come in glory
with salvation for your people:
Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon us,
pardon and deliver you from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and keep us in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Advent Collect

Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm 130

Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice; 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, 
O Lord, who could stand?
But there is forgiveness with you, 
so that you shall be feared.
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; 
in his word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord,
more than the night watch for the morning, 
more than the night watch for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the Lord, 
for with the Lord there is mercy;
With him is plenteous redemption 
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever.  Amen.

Bible Readings
see separate sheet

 
Prayers of Intercession

Watchful at all times,
let us pray for strength to stand with confidence
before our Maker and Redeemer.
That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy,
let us pray to the Lord:
		Lord, have mercy.

That God may establish among the nations
his sceptre of righteousness,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures
and recognize him in the breaking of the bread,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That God may bind up the broken hearted,
restore the sick
and raise up all who have fallen,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That the light of God’s coming 
may dawn on all who live in darkness 
and the shadow of death,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That, with all the saints in light,
we may shine forth as lights for the world,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

We commend ourselves 
and all for whom we pray
to the mercy and protection 
of our heavenly Father:

You may wish to add your own prayers…

Almighty God,
as your blessed Son Jesus Christ
first came to seek and to save the lost;
so may he come again to find in us
the completion of his redeeming work;
for he is now alive
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
God for ever and ever.  Amen.

 		Closing Prayers	 

With love and compassion,
 	come, Lord Jesus!
With judgement and mercy,
come, Lord Jesus!
In power and glory,
come, Lord Jesus!
In wisdom and truth,
come, Lord Jesus!
  
 		May God the Father, 
judge all-merciful,
make me and all his people
worthy of a place in his kingdom.  Amen.

May God the Son, 
coming among us in power, 
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. Amen.

May God the Holy Spirit 
make us steadfast in faith,
joyful in hope 
and constant in love.  Amen.

And may the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
rest upon this house and upon all his people
today and always.  Amen.




A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah,
Chapter 4, verses 1-7

In the last days
the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established
as chief among the mountains;
it will be raised above the hills,
and peoples will stream to it.
Many nations will come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob.
He will teach us his ways,
so that we may walk in his paths.”
The law will go out from Zion,
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He will judge between many peoples
and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide.
They will beat their swords into ploughshares
and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation,
nor will they train for war any more.
Everyone will sit under their own vine
and under his own fig-tree,
and no-one will make them afraid,
for the Lord Almighty has spoken.
All the nations may walk
in the name of their gods;
we will walk in the name of the Lord our God 
for ever and ever.
“In that day,” declares the Lord,
“I will gather the lame;
I will assemble the exiles
and those I have brought to grief.
I will make the lame a remnant,
those driven away a strong nation.
The Lord will rule over them in Mount Zion
from that day and for ever.”




A Reading from St Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians,
Chapter 5, verses 1-11

About times and dates we do not need to write to you, 
for you know very well 
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
While people are saying, 
“Peace and safety”, 
destruction will come on them suddenly, 
as labour pains on a pregnant woman, 
and they will not escape. 
But you, brothers and sisters, 
are not in darkness 
so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 
You are all children of the light and children of the day. 
We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 
So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, 
but let us be alert and self-controlled. 
For those who sleep, sleep at night, 
and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 
But since we belong to the day, 
let us be self-controlled, 
putting on faith and love as a breastplate, 
and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 
For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath 
but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He died for us so that, 
whether we are awake or asleep, 
we may live together with him. 
Therefore encourage one another 
and build each other up, 
just as in fact you are doing.


