Those who are sick, grieving, or in any kind of need, remembering especially: 
Garsington: Anne, 
Cuddesdon:  Julie Grindod, 
Horspath: Anne & Bob Adams, John Llewellyn, Susan Gee, Peter, baby Noah and all his family
For those who have died, and those who grieve for them                                                 including Ian Caldwell of Chippinghurst, and Tut Jennings of Garsington

NOTICES:

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP – ALL SAINTS, CUDDESDON – 5pm on Wednesdays 
ALL WELCOME – 30 minutes of silent prayer
Robert Wilson is continuing the weekly contemplative prayer group, this takes place in the Chancel of All Saints Church, on Wednesdays @5pm.   
FOLLOWED BY: Midweek Eucharist 6pm in All Saints Cuddesdon, this is a new benefice service, everybody is welcome.

Some ideas for observing Advent
· Daily reflections via Everyday Faith app: You can read and listen to daily Advent and Christmas reflections from 1 December through the Everyday Faith app, the daily devotional app from the Church of England, which is available to download from the Apple or Android App Store
· Reverse Advent Calendar  Creating a Reverse Advent Calendar involves putting aside, each day for 24 days, an essential item in a box or basket wrapped in gift paper and when the box or basket is full, delivering it to a local food bank, care home, refuge or charity to be distributed to less fortunate people and families ahead of Christmas Items can include dried and tinned food, nappies, coffee, UHT milk, toiletries and feminine hygiene products, household cleaning items and chocolate treats. *I am happy to deliver any goods collected to CEF in Oxford or the Wallingford Foodbank.
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Next week’s services: (All Welcome – why not invite a friend?) 
Sunday 7th December Second Sunday of Advent                                                
Cuddesdon, All Saints:     08.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
                                             9.30am. Parish Eucharist
Garsington, St Mary’s:        9.30am Parish Eucharist
Horspath, St Giles:              11.00am Morning Worship
Administrator and Contact details for booking baptisms, weddings, pastoral visits, etc
07540051798  Email gchbenefice@gmail.com
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Sunday 30th November 2025 Advent Sunday    
Cuddesdon, All Saints:   10.00am – Benefice Eucharist and Farewell to Bishop Humphrey and Emma Southern.
                                             5.00pm Advent Carol Service, prepared by the students and community at Ripon College Cuddesdon

Collect
Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Post Communion
O Lord our God,
make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,
he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service
and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Isaiah 2:1-5
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2 In days to come
   the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
   and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3   Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
   to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
   and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4 He shall judge between the nations,
   and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
   and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
   neither shall they learn war any more. 
5 O house of Jacob,
   come, let us walk
   in the light of the Lord!
Romans 13:11-14
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; 13let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Matthew 24:36-44
36 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.


Tom will be praying the offices in church this week:
Wednesday 3rd December: MP 9:15 St Mary’s
Thursday 4th December: EP 6pm St Giles
Friday 5th December: MP 9:15 St Giles
                                         EP 5pm St Mary’s

Please pray for Tom's priorities this week, which include:
Benefice Communion and Advent Carol Service in All Saints, College Farewell Service and lunch for + Humphrey, Julian Group (Contemplative Prayer), Benefice Midweek Communion Service, Collective Worship in Schools, Interment of ashes (Ann Passmore), Spiritual Direction, prayer, desk work, sermon preparation



Please pray for growth in the churches in our Benefice                                                       God of mission, who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom and love to our actions, joy to our worship, and power to our witness. Help our churches (St Mary’s, Garsington; All Saints’, Cuddesdon and St Giles’, Horspath) to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you, in generous giving, and in loving service to each other and to our local communities.  Amen


EVENTS COMING UP
Sunday 30th November 5th Sunday 10am All Saints Cuddesdon
Benefice Service and farewell to Bishop Humphrey and Emma
Sunday 30th November 5pm All Saints Cuddesdon
Advent Carol Service
Wednesday 3rd December All Saints Cuddesdon @11.45
Ripon College Farewell to Bishop Humphrey, everyone is welcome to come to this service – please contact Sophie.Farrant@rcc.ac.uk  
Sunday 14th December 6pm St Mary’s Garsington
Candlelit Carol Service
Saturday 20th December All Saints Cuddesdon
5.00pm Intermezzo Carol Service
Sunday 21 December 3pm St Giles’ Horspath
Candlelit Carol Service


Volunteers wanted for Christmas crafts - Friday 19th December 1pm - 2pm
Could you help at Garsington CE Primary School for 1 hour on Friday 19th December - setting up some Christmas craft activities for pupils to complete after school, then chatting to pupils as they complete the activities, and helping to tidy up.  Speak to Tom, or contact the school office if you would like more information, or can help.  Thank you.

Please pray for:    
· The people of Gaza, Palestine, Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Syria; Ukraine, Yemen, Sudan and all conflict zones – for a lasting ceasefire, peace with justice, reconciliation, mercy and compassion 
· This Advent, we pray for all in the busy run up to Christmas, that through the business and the preparations they may catch a glimpse of the joy of the Incarnation.
· As the winter approaches, we pray for the homeless and everyone affected by food and fuel poverty.
· All refugees, asylum seekers, and those who support refugees
· Our parishes of Garsington, Cuddesdon and Horspath, our Churchwardens, Clergy, Treasurers, Secretaries and PCCs
· Our Benefice Safeguarding Officer, (Kathryn) and all that we do to keep children and vulnerable adults safe
· Story-time Church, Sunday Fun Time, Chatter and Clatter, Family Time, our all-age Eucharists, and all our work with children, young people and families 
· Our Church Primary schools in Garsington and Horspath – for the Headteachers, staff and pupils and governors.  Particularly for Horspath CE Primary School and their SIAMS Inspection – for Ms Courtney (Headteacher) and Emily Elias (Chair of Governors)
· for Ripon College Cuddesdon – Bp Humphrey, Emma, in thanksgiving for all he has given and wishing them a happy and fulfilled retirement. For all members of staff and all the community – For The Revd Dr Harriet Harris as she prepares to take on the role of Principal in January.
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