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Elham Valley Group Newsletter – 16th November 2025
“Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all”
Find us online : www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk OR www.achurchnearyou.com
This week’s services : 2nd Sunday before Advent
8.30am – Said Holy Communion – St Mary & St Radegund, Postling
9.30am – Eucharist – St Mary the Virgin, Elham
9.30am – Morning Prayer  – St Martin, Acrise
10am –Eucharist - St Mary & St Ethelburga, Lyminge
11.15am – New Day – St Mary Magdalene, Denton
4pm – Evensong – St Oswald, Paddlesworth
Tuesday 18th November
 8.30am - Morning Prayer- St Mary the Virgin, Elham


	The Collect: 
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when he shall appear in power and great glory we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
	Post Communion Prayer:  
Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope: 
bring us at the last to that fullness of life for which we long; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen

	Old Testament Reading: Malachi 4:1-2a
See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.


	Gospel Reading: Luke 21:5-19
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, 6 ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.’
7 They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?’ 8 And he said, ‘Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and,  “The time is near!” Do not go after them.
9 ‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.’ 10 Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 12 ‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare your defence in advance; 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.

	Please Pray for Robin Mackonochie, Mark, Tom Hutchings, Millie Collins, Jill Fitch, Poppy Allard, John Meers, Michael Kirk, Alice Mills, Martyn Bowles, Claire Laker.
Please contact the Benefice Administrator Alison Dale 07985025381 or beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  to add people to the prayers.
Please pray for the departed, and those for whom an anniversary of death falls at this time, Joanna Shepherdson, Michael Speedy, Ann Paine, Kathleen Atkins, Doris Field, Sydney Cross and Timothy Parsons.

	 To arrange for Funerals, Thanksgivings, Blessings, Renewal of Vows and all other services please contact the Rector – revcarolbates@gmail.com   0777 239 4855
For Baptisms and Weddings please contact the Benefice Administrator -beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  07985025381


Parish Notices:  
Baptisms:  
Teddy Chandler-Gibson – 16th Nov. 9.30am – Elham
Jodie & Teddy Farmer – 23rd Nov. - Wootton
Benefice Notices: see website for full details or contact Benefice Admin (above).
Christmas Fair – 29th Nov. 10am-2pm – Elham Village Hall. Ring 01303 892364 to book a table
Advent Bible Study
On the 6th, 13th and 20th Dec. there will be a three week Advent bible study open to all. The theme will be the differences between the two Gospel narratives of the Nativity story. The sessions will be between 10.30am and noon, and held at my home in Hawkinge. I can seat between 8-10 people for comfort. Let me know if you would like to attend, and I will let you have my address. Tel: 07503 290552 or email sharonpaine10@aol.com.  If it appears the Saturday mornings are over-subscribed, I will consider offering an additional weekday slot. 
Rev. Sharon Paine

Cantores Christmas Concert – 13th Dec. 7pm – Lyminge
Acrise Family Carol Service – 14th Dec 9.30am

Details of more Advent and Christmas events to follow!
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