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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Wigan South Bible passage for 2025: 
‘May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.’    Romans 15:13

St Aidan’s Mission Statement
[bookmark: _Hlk188549867]Our Mission is to: 
Introduce people to Jesus 
Become more like Jesus 
Do what Jesus does 

Upcoming Services:
Dec 7th 10am Holy Communion Celebrant Rev  Sue Fulford, 
Dec 14th 10am Sta’s4all and Beacon in Church.   4pm Evening Prayer
Dec 21st 10am Morning Worship    4pm Carols and lessons by candlelight  
Dec 24th 4pm Crib Service   8.30pm Holy Communion  Celebrant Rev Sue Fulford
Dec 28th  4pm  Holy Communion Celebrant Rev Sandra Jones

Wednesday Holy Communions 10am:
Wed 3rd and 17th Nov will be at St. Aidan’s, Celebrants  Rev Sandra Jones and Rev Sue Fulford respectively. Wed 11th  Holy Communion will be at Holy Trinity.

[image: Image result for free christmas nativity clipart]December can feel like chaos – lots of social events, services, Christmas presents to buy, never-ending to-do lists and the pressure to create the perfect Christmas. But in the midst of this chaos, our church can offer an opportunity to find peace and joy during this busy time. 
If you are finding things difficult you may like to attend the ‘Blue Christmas’ Service for Wigan South churches at St Thomas, Ashton on Saturday 20th Dec at 3pm. This is designed to create space for the acknowledgment of the heaviness often carried during this season, as well as offering the hope that Jesus gives. 

Beacon Service  and Sta’s4all will be together in church at 10am on Sunday December 14th. We pray that you will find Joy at this service. There will be a craft activity and an adult challenge to start off the event, when refreshments will be available, followed by a short service. We will be thinking about the greatest gift!

[image: Image result for Royalty free carol singers]Our traditional Carol Service will include carols and readings for all the family. We will be using battery operated candles for health and safety reasons. It is always a very special service. All are welcome.

The Crib Service on Christmas Eve will be an interactive telling of the Christmas story with carols and the setting up of the crib. You are invited to dress up as one of the nativity characters and participate in the story. A chance to relax and have some fun before putting the children to bed, or to watch the joy of the children as they participate.

Our Christmas Holy Communion Service is at it’s usual time of 8.30pm on Dec 24th. If you wish to take Communion on Christmas Day you are invited to join one of the 3 services that will take place in our Wigan South Churches – 9.30am at St. Andrews, Garswood, 10.30 am at St Peters or St. Thomas, Ashton. 

Please note that St Aidan’s Pantry normally runs each week on a Friday from 11am – 1pm. However over the holiday period it will not be possible to source sufficient food to open, so there will be no Pantry on Boxing Day (December 26th) and on January 2nd. 

During the main school holidays Pantry make up approximately 50 food parcels with at least 15 items in each bag for local families in need.  These are distributed through the three schools in Billinge.  Could you donate chocolate or selection boxes, so that we can include something extra at Christmas for families with children.

We aim, at St Aidan’s, to introduce people to Jesus and to become more like Jesus -  to grow our faith. A helpful way to do this is the use the ‘Everyday Faith’ App available on the Church of England Web Site – www.churchofengland.org   This gives daily readings on your phone, appropriate to the church season, throughout the year. I am particularly looking forward to using this in Advent. If you use no other Bible reading notes, why not give this a try. ‘Everyday Faith’ is designed to support you in your life discipleship or vocational journey.

Christmas Cards – a reminder that the Christmas Card Baskets will be in church from Sunday December 7th.. Please note that these cards are not delivered to people’s homes. We leave cards to be picked up by others attending church. Please do not leave cards for people who are not attending. And please check the boxes whilst you are at a service to pick up cards.

We will also have the large charity Christmas card up in church from early December for you to sign a greeting to other church members and leaving a charity donation. This saves on cards as well as postage! This year our nominated charity is Sightsavers. The charity established 75 years ago has achieved amazing things working in more than 30 countries in Africa and Asia to train health workers, provide eye operations, support people with disabilities, improve women’s health and more. Find out more on www.sightsavers.org

When the Christmas Tree is up in church there will be an opportunity to buy a ‘heart’ to place on the tree in remembrance of a loved one who will be unable to join you in person this Christmas. 
Reminder that the Beacon Service on November 23rd is our Annual Toy Service. We will be collecting gifts suitable for children up to the age of 16, which will be given to families struggling to give their families the Christmas presents on Christmas Day.  Please do not wrap the gifts, they will be wrapped by Sue Murphy’s appeal team. 

The Friendship Group next meet in church on Thursday December 11th from 2pm for their Carol Service. The group on November 27th  has been cancelled.
Sadly Rose Widdop moved on from this life to be with Jesus in the early hours of November 6 th. Rose was a faithful, serving member of this church for many years including making a huge contribution to the children’s work of St Aidan’s, especially in creative craft activities for Sta’s4all. Her funeral takes place at St Helen’s Crematorium on Thursday November 27th at 12 noon, followed by a gathering in the bar area of St. Mary’s Club.  John, Fiona, Helen and the family will be pleased for you to join them. They thank all for the cards and caring wishes that they have received. The family have asked me to share that Rose had requested that those attending the funeral service should not wear black overall, or black ties.
The Bereavement Fellowship Group meet at 1.30pm on Friday December 5th. Christmas can be a difficult time for many bereaved people perhaps facing the first Christmas when they are without their loved one.  Anyone who is feeling that loss is welcome to join the group for a little company with those who understand. This may be a one off visit, or you may wish to attend for several months. Advance notice that in January there will not be a meeting on the usual first Friday due to the ‘holiday’ season, but will meet on January 9th.  Note the ‘Blue Service’ on page 1.
Did you know that details of safeguarding officers are on the notice board at the back of Church? There have been some changes within the Diocese. The ‘Lead’, Andy Holmes has moved on from our Area. The transitional replacement is Mick Murphy. If you have a safeguarding concern about anyone you can still contact Helen Weavers 07796335457, safeguarding.south@churchwigan.org or the Diocesan team at safeguarding.team@liverpool.anglican.org.
Don’t forget the Quiz night organised by the Friendship Group - Friday November 28th 7pm. Teams up to 6 people £5 per person including nibbles. Quiz Master John Bridge. Bring your own drinks and glasses with you, but please take them home with you afterwards!
Church Cleaning 
One of the Thursday Cleaning team is having to finish at Christmas and the team are seeking a willing volunteer, man or woman to take her place. Could you offer your services? If so please contact Helen on 01744 894111 or speak to Jean Breeze. 
The Registers 2025
	Date	
	Name
	

	14th November
	Arthur Prudoe
	Burial of Ashes

	19th Nov 
	Patricia Ann Morgan
	Memorial Service and Burial of Ashes

	27th November
	Rose Widdop
	Cremation Service 


		
Donations and Remembrance for November
We thank all for the following donations: 
Pantry:   We have had five donations to pantry.

Prayer for the Parish

If anyone needs to be added to our prayer list please let Helen Steele or Margaret Stott know. The person or family must give permission for any name to be added to the list. Our ‘sick list’ has people listed by their first names so that some confidentiality is preserved. These people are known to God as we pray in this way. 

For confidential prayer needs contact Jennifer Berry for the St Aidan’s Prayer Circle on 01942 389715 or Brenda Bridge on 01744 894528. 
[image: praying_hands]




Please pray for all those you know who need God’s healing touch, those who are struggling in Body, Mind and Spirit, and from our parish we pray especially for Tracey-Ann, Jeanette, Roy, Linda, Young Olivia, Baby Ellie, Jack, Caroline, Susan, Jeff, Alan and Jackie. Remember the bereaved and all who are feeling the pain of separation from their loved ones, whether that is recent or a while ago. We pray for the family and friends of Arthur Prudoe, Rose Widdop and Pat Morgan. 
Please also pray for
· A warm welcome to be experienced by visitors at events and services in church over the Christmas period.
· Those who will struggle to celebrate Christmas because of difficulties or memories in this period when we are expected to be ‘happy’
· St Aidan’s to move forward with our Mission Plan, to enable us to reach out to our local community, and that we will follow God’s plan for us.
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