Church notices for the parishes of St John the Baptist, Ruardean, Holy Jesus Lydbrook and Holy Trinity Drybrook.
These notices are also available on www.achurchnearyou.com or just google - Ruardean Church, Drybrook Church or Lydbrook church, to locate ‘achurchnearyou’. 

Celebrating All Saints (Nov. 1st) and All Souls (Nov. 2nd. )
No Christian is solitary. Through baptism we become members one of another in Christ, members of a company of saints whose mutual belonging transcends death:
One family, we dwell in him,
one Church, above, beneath;
though now divided by the stream,
the narrow stream of death.  (Charles Wesley)
All Saints’ Day and the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed on All Souls’ Day both celebrate this mutual belonging. All Saints’ Day celebrates men and women in whose lives the Church as a whole has seen the grace of God powerfully at work. It is an opportunity to give thanks for that grace, and for the wonderful ends to which it shapes a human life; it is a time to be encouraged by the example of the saints and to recall that sanctity may grow in the ordinary circumstances, as well as the extraordinary crises, of human living. The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed celebrates the saints in a more local and intimate key. It allows us to remember with thanksgiving before God those whom we have known more directly: those who gave us life, or who nurtured us in faith.
Redemption is a work of God’s grace; it is God who redeems us in Christ and there is nothing to be done beyond what Christ has done. But we still wait for the final consummation of God’s new creation in Christ; those who are Christ’s, whether or not they have passed through death, are joined in prayer that God’s kingdom will be revealed finally and in all its fullness. We also sense that it is a fearful thing to come before the unutterable goodness and holiness of God, even for those who are redeemed in Christ; that it is searing as well as life-giving to experience God’s mercy; and this instinct also is expressed in the liturgy of All Souls’ Day. 
From the Introduction to the Season, for All Saints to Advent, from Common Worship

THIS SUNDAY – 2nd. November 2025 – All Saints Sunday  
10.30am. Benefice Service of Holy Communion at Ruardean.  
Refreshments served afterwards at the back of church.      

3pm. SERVICE OF LIGHT AND HOPE – Holy Jesus, Lydbrook. 

5pm. SERVICE OF LIGHT AND HOPE – St John the Baptist, Ruardean. 
These are services when we gather with those who have been bereaved, remembering before God those we have known and loved who have died and claiming our hope of resurrection life.

THIS WEEK 
Soup and puddings Tuesday 4th. November 12noon -2pm. Ruardean Village Hall. 

Euroclydon care home.  Service of hymns, bible reading and prayers. Wednesday 29th. October 2.30pm
Members of our congregations needed to come and give support to residents who would value someone to sit with them. Please speak to Clare, Jane H. Kathy or Val Moore if you could help. 
Funeral for Jayne Wallace Friday 7th. November 1.15pm. at Ruardean. 

NEXT SUNDAY 9th. November – Remembrance Sunday 
10.50am. Remembrance service Holy Trinity , Drybrook followed by curry lunch in the school room, organised by Drybrook parish council events committee. 
10.50am. Remembrance Service St John the Baptist, Ruardean
10.40 am Act of Remembrance Lydbrook War Memorial

N.B. 3.30pm. Benefice Service of Holy Communion with baptism at Drybrook. 

FUTURE CHURCH EVENTS

Sunday 10.30am. service venues –
16th. November – 2nd. Sunday before Advent – Lydbrook
23rd. November – Sunday before Advent – Ruardean
30th. November – Advent Sunday – Drybrook
7th. December – Advent 2 – Lydbrook
14th. December – Advent 3 – Ruardean
21st. December – Advent 4 – Drybrook
Sunday 23 November at 3pm. Diocesan farewell service for Archdeacon Hilary, in the Cathedral.
 
BIRTHDAYS –
Birthday greetings to all who are celebrating this week.

Correction from last week - Congratulations to June and Malcolm who celebrated their platinum wedding anniversary (70 years) last Wednesday. 

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES 
Jayne Wallace Friday 7th. November 1.15pm. Ruardean Church 
Barry Oversby  Monday 10th. November 3pm. Lydbrook Church   
Dennis Weaver. Thursday 13th. November 2pm. Ruardean Church 
Jacqui Rudge Tuesday 18th. November 2pm.  
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES
Every 2nd. Tuesday of the month, Meet and Eat at The Pludds, Village Hall. 11am – 2pm. A warm place to meet, chat and share. Light lunches tea, coffee and cakes. Further information from Sue Barber on 01594 861180
 
Fridays 10am. -12noon. Coffee, cake and conversation. Ruardean warm space. Ruardean Memorial Hall. Post office van outside from 10 -11am.
 
For our prayers:

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect
in one communion and fellowship
in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord:
grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints
in all virtuous and godly living,
that we may come to those inexpressible joys
that you have prepared for those who truly love you;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

We pray for those we know who are ill, especially Rose, Malcolm & June, Lisa, Janet, Glyn, Doris, Dorothy, Sweetie, David, Dave P, Dave M. and Keith Thompson.
 
We pray for all who mourn that they may be strengthened in the hope of resurrection life. We pray for all whom we have known and loved who have died, including Jayne Wallace, Dennis Weaver, Barry Oversby and Jacqui Rudge. May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 


Please see attached document for Sunday readings. 

