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Elham Valley Group Newsletter – 30th  November 2025
“Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all”
Find us online : www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk OR www.achurchnearyou.com
This week’s services : 1st Sunday of Advent
10am – Benefice Eucharist – St Peter, Swingfield

Tuesday 2nd December
 8.30am - Morning Prayer- St Mary the Virgin, Elham

	The Collect: 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
	Post Communion Prayer:  
O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

	Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

	Gospel Reading: Matthew 24:36-44
36 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

	Please Pray for Robin Mackonochie, Mark, Tom Hutchings, Millie Collins, Jill Fitch, Poppy Allard, John Meers, Michael Kirk, Alice Mills, Martyn Bowles, Claire Laker.
Please contact the Benefice Administrator Alison Dale 07985025381 or beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  to add people to the prayers.
Please pray for the departed, Roger Hargreaves & Vera Law, and those for whom an anniversary of death falls at this time, Brenda Finn, Pauline Davis, Gladys Hearsey, Bunty Blain, Evelyn Hoare, Michael Fisher, Rosalind Abbott, Canon David Ratcliff, Michael Pain, Denise Swinn, George Hall, Susan Fisher, Leslie Holmes, Henry Shackleton and Vi Wells..

	 To arrange for Funerals, Thanksgivings, Blessings, Renewal of Vows and all other services please contact the Rector – revcarolbates@gmail.com   0777 239 4855
For Baptisms and Weddings please contact the Benefice Administrator -beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  07985025381


Parish Notices:  
Burial:
Derek Newman – 5th Dec. 1pm – Lyminge
Funerals:
Roger Hargreaves – 8th Dec. 11am – Lyminge
Vera Law – 18th Dec. 11am – Barham Crematorium
Wedding:
Joanna Haeger & Alexander Feaver – 6th Dec. 12pm – Elham
Benefice Notices: see website for full details or contact Benefice Admin (above).
Christmas Fair – 29th Nov. 10am-2pm – Elham Village Hall. Ring 01303 892364 to book a table
Advent Bible Study
On the 6th, 13th and 20th Dec. There will be a three week Advent bible study open to all. The sessions will be between 10.30am and noon, in Hawkinge. Let me know if you would like to attend, and I will let you have my address. Tel: 07503 290552 or email sharonpaine10@aol.com.  Rev. Sharon Paine
Christmas Sing-Along - 7th Dec. 5.15pm – Elham
Advent Meditation by Candlelight –10th Dec. 5.30pm– Postling 
Cantores Christmas Concert – 13th Dec. 7pm – Lyminge
Acrise Family Carol Service – 14th Dec 9.30am
Carol Singing – 15th Dec. 6pm – Coach Rd/School Rd., Acrise
Carol Services – 20th Dec. 5pm – Lyminge; 21st Dec. 9.30am – Acrise; 11.15am – Denton; 5pm – Elham Methodist Church; 22nd Dec. 7.30pm – Postling; 24th Dec. 6pm – Wootton; 11.30pm Cat & Custard, Paddlesworth then church.
Christingle – 21st Dec. 3pm – Paddlesworth; Jan. 25th – 9.30am - Acrise
Quiet Christmas Service – 20th Dec. 3pm – Elham
Crib Services – 24th Dec. Christmas Eve - 11.30am – Postling Church; 3pm – Lyminge; 5pm – Stanford; 5pm – Elham
Christmas Eve Eucharist- 11pm – Lyminge; 11pm – Elham
Christmas Day – 9.30am – Morning Service – Acrise & Postling; 10am – Eucharist - Elham
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