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30th November
Advent Sunday / Toy Service
Sunday and Weekday Service
	   
 Welcome!

	
	



The Collect
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Hymns
441 Light of the world 
306 He's got the whole world in his hands 
535 O come O come Emmanuel (v 1,2,5 only)
489 Lord you have my heart 

First Reading, Isaiah 2.1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

Second Reading, Romans 13.11-end
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Gospel, Matthew 24.36-44
‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

Post Communion
O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord.



Intercessions

The World: For peace in all areas of conflict in the world.  For those affected by fires, floods and earthquakes.  For emergency workers working in disaster areas.  For refugees, asylum seekers and agencies that help them. For good stewardship of the earth and its resources.

The Church: The unity of all Christians everywhere. Archbishop Stephen, Bishop Ruth, Archdeacon Pete and Area Dean Rev. Alex Peach.  Churches in the South Sefton Deanery, and local ecumenical partners.  

The Diocese: Up Holland and Dalton (St Thomas the Martyr, Up Holland, Christ the Servant, Digmoor, St Michael & All Angels, Dalton), St Thomas the Martyr School, St Michael & All Angels School, Roby Mill School, St James, Westhead, St James School, St Mark, Scarisbrick, St Mark’s School, Christ Church, Newburgh, Newburgh School, St Peter & Paul, Ormskirk with St John the Divine, Lathom, Ormskirk School, St Anne’s School, Asmall School, West End School, Lathom Park School, Ormskirk High School, Christ Church, Aughton, Christ Church School.

For those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit: Ailsa McAlees, Hewie, Eileen Maguire, Graham Forrest, Olga Gregor, Jess Farrell, Carl Lee, Richard Shacklady, Edith Keeton.

For the departed remembered at this time: Alexander McWhinnie, Arthur Brown, Frances Braithwaite, Margaret Carruthers, Glyn Jones.

Events

· Advent Course: St Mary's will again be holding an Advent Course this year. Details below:-

· Dates: Mondays, December 1st   8t ,  15th 
· Place: St Mary's meeting room, Brooklands Avenue 
· Time: 2:30pm until 3:45pm (approx.) to be followed by a short service of Evening Prayer

The course will explore prayer through the lens of some of the big themes from the season of Advent and will allow us to practise writing some prayers for ourselves. 

· December 1st : The Magnificat - Mary's prayer and it's place in our Christian journey.
· December 8th : Who? Where? How? What? - thinking around intercessions and a chance to write our own.
· December 15t : The Incarnation - what does it mean to us? How does it influence our prayer life?

We look forward to welcoming all who wish to join us for a prayerful and hopefully stimulating Advent!

	Services at St Mary’s
	

	This Sunday 10:00am, Eucharist
Advent Sunday (Café style worship) / Toy Service
	Peter Walker 

	Monday, 4:00pm
Evening Prayer
	Peter Walker

	Wednesday, 10:30am
Eucharist
	Louis Johnson

	Next Sunday 10:00am, Eucharist
Second Sunday of Advent
	Louis Johnson 
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Our Community Christmas Memorial Service
Honouring Loved Ones. Sharing Hope.

Offered with the support of Barringtons Independent Funeral Services,
The Parish of St Faith’s, Great Crosby and The Good Funeral Company

4 pm at St Faith's Church
Saturday 6 December 2025

All are welcome to join our Christmas Memorial Service,
whether your loss is recent or from years past.
Together, we'll remember loved ones, share hope, and find comfort in community.
The service is open and accessible for everyone, with refreshments served afterwards.
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