
The Church of the Good Shepherd, Brighton

The First Sunday 
of Advent

Sunday 30th November 2025

Please pray:
For The Anglican Church of Australia. 
For the Bishop’s Council as they set policy and strategy for the Diocese. 
For those who work to bring peace around the world.  
For neighbours in The Upper Drive. 
For Elias, Pauline Grimstone, Veronica Holden, Diane Howe, Jenny Smith, 
Paul Thompson, Trevor, Robin, Richard, Rols Ham-Riche, Sarah, Malcolm 
Kemp, Peter, Michael Miller. 
Anniversaries of death: Margaret Edmunds, Marian Hansford, Kathleen 
Medcalf, Robin Clark

www.goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk
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Welcome to The Church of the Good Shepherd. This sheet has everything 
you need to follow what is going on. The writing in the red italics gives 
instructions. The text in normal type will be spoken by a priest, reader or 
other member of the congregation. We all join in with the bold type. 

Please stand when the bell rings and the altar party enters.

Processional Hymn
 CP 28

1 	 Hark what a sound, and too divine for hearing,
	 stirs on the earth and trembles in the air!
	 Is it the thunder of the Lord’s appearing?
	 Is it the music of his people’s prayer?

2 	 Surely he cometh, and a thousand voices
	 shout to the saints, and to the deaf are dumb;
	 surely he cometh, and the earth rejoices,
	 glad in his coming who hath sworn: I come!

3 	 This hath he done, and shall we not adore him?
	 This shall he do, and can we still despair?
	 come, let us quickly fling ourselves before him,
	 cast at his feet the burden of our care.

4 	 Yea through life, death, through sorrow and through sinning,
	 he shall suffice me, for he hath sufficed:
	 Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning,
	 Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ.

Frederic W H Myers (1843-1901)

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

The priest introduces the celebration. We say the Prayer of Preparation.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.
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The Advent Wreath

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith
and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment.
May we be obedient to your call
and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ,
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
for you are our light and our salvation.

Blessed be God for ever.
The Penitential Rite

The priest invites us to call to mind our sins. 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through 
negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and 
grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your 
name. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.
The Kyries

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

NEH 451

The Collect
We remain standing for the Collect:
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast off the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to us in great humility; 
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that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

Amen. 

Please sit for the readings.
The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as 
the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the 
nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that 
he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of 
Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light 
of the Lord!

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm
Psalm 122 (Chant: Robinson)

1  	I was glad when they said unto me *
 	 We will go into the house of the Lord.
2  	Our feet shall stand in thy gates *
 	 O Jerusalem.
3  	Jerusalem is built as a city *
 	 that is at unity in itself.
4  	For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord *
 	 to testify unto Israel, to give thanks unto the Name of the Lord.
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5  	For there is the seat of judgement *
 	 even the seat of the house of David.
6  	O pray for the peace of Jerusalem *
 	 they shall prosper that love thee.
7  	Peace be within thy walls *
 	 and plenteousness within thy palaces.
8  	For my brethren and companions’ sakes *
 	 I will wish thee prosperity.
9  	Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God *
 	 I will seek to do thee good.
	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,* and to the Holy Ghost;
	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,* world 		
	 without end. Amen.

Second Reading

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.
	
Romans 13:11-end
Brothers and sisters, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment 
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when 
we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then 
lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us 
live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel

We stand for the Gospel reading.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, 
and give us your saving help.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus spoke to his disciples: ‘About that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the 
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in 
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken 
and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 
be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 
on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of 
the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.

At the end of the Gospel:

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon
We sit for the sermon.

The Creed
Please stand for the Creed. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was 
made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered 
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death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the  
Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

The Intercessions
In the intercessions, we make this or another response:
Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.

At the end of the prayers:
Merciful Father, accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Peace
Please remain standing as the celebrant introduces the Peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

During the Offertory Hymn, the Gifts of Bread and Wine are presented by the 
people. A collection is taken. There is also a Card machine at the back of the 
church. You are welcome to use it at the end of the service if you would like to 
make any donation.

Offertory Hymn
NEH 11

1 	 O come, O come, Emmanuel!
	 Redeem thy captive Israel, 
	 That into exile drear is gone
	 Far from the face of God’s dear Son. 
	 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
	 shall come to thee, O Israel.
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2 	 O come, thou Wisdom from on high!
	 Who madest all in earth and sky, 
	 Creating man from dust and clay:
	 To us reveal salvation’s way. 
	 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
	 shall come to thee, O Israel.

3	 O come, thou Lord of David’s Key!
	 The royal door fling wide and free;
	 Safeguard for us the heavenward road,
	 And bar the way to death’s abode.
	 Rejoice!...

4	 O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright!
	 Pour on our souls thy healing light;
	 Dispel the long night’s lingering gloom, 
	 And pierce the shadows of the tomb. 
	 Rejoice!...

5	 O come, Desire of nations! show
	 Thy kingly reign on earth below;
	 Thou Corner-stone, uniting all, 
	 Restore the ruin of our fall. 
	 Rejoice!...

Cologne 1710, based on the ancient Advent Antiphons
Tr. T. A. Lacey (1853-1931) and Editors

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Invitation to Prayer is said:
Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be  
acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise 
and glory of his name, for our good, and the good of all his holy 
Church. 

The priest then prays the Prayer over the Gifts to which we respond: 
Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

The priest praises God for his mighty acts, and we sing the Sanctus and  
Benedictus:
...as without end we acclaim:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the Highest. 
Blessed is he who comes, 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the Highest. 

NEH 451
The priest prays the prayer of consecration, and this acclamation is said:
Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died,
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again.
 

The Prayer continues, leading into the doxology, which ends
 ... for ever and ever.

Amen.

The priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Breaking of Bread
The priest breaks the consecrated host:

We break this bread, to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one 
bread. 

We sing the Agnus Dei:

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace. 

NEH 451

Giving of Communion

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to  
receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

If you are baptised in the name of the Trinity, and are used to receiving 
communion, you are very welcome to do so here. Otherwise, you may like 
to come forward for a blessing. Please bring this sheet with you to indicate 
that you would like a blessing. 

Choir
Remember, O thou man, Ravenscroft
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Communion Hymn
NEH 14

1 	 The advent of our God
	 With eager prayers we greet,
	 And singing haste upon the road
	 His glorious gift to meet.

2 	 The everlasting Son
	 Scorns not the Virgin’s womb;
	 That we from bondage may be won
	 He bears a bondsman’s doom.

3 	 Daughter of Sion, rise
	 To meet thy lowly King;
	 Let not thy stubborn heart despise
	 The peace he comes to bring.

4 	 On clouds of dazzling light,
	 As judge he comes again,
	 His scattered people to unite,
	 With him in heaven to reign.

5 	 Let evil flee away,
	 Ere that great hour shall dawn,
	 Let this old Adam day by day
	 The new Man all put on.

6 	 Praise to the incarnate Son,
	 Who comes to set us free,
	 With Father and with Spirit One,
	 To all eternity. Amen.

Charles Coffin (1676-1749)
Tr. H Putman (1861-1935)
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Post Communion 
We stand as the priest prays:
O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

We pray together:
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

The Notices

The Blessing
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.

The priest asks God’s blessing on us:
...and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. 

Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God. 
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Recessional Hymn
NEH 9

1 	 Lo! he comes with clouds descending,
	 Once for favoured sinners slain;
	 Thousand thousand saints attending
	 Swell the triumph of his train:
	 Alleluya!
	 God appears, on earth to reign.

2 	 Every eye shall now behold him
	 Robed in dreadful majesty;
	 Those who set at nought and sold him,
	 Pierced and nailed him to the tree,
	 Deeply wailing
	 Shall the true Messiah see.

3 	 Those dear tokens of his passion
	 Still his dazzling body bears,
	 Cause of endless exultation
	 To his ransomed worshippers:
	 With what rapture
	 Gaze we on those glorious scars!

4 	 Yea, Amen! let all adore thee,
	 High on thine eternal throne;
	 Saviour, take the power and glory:
	 Claim the kingdom for thine own:
	 O come quickly!
	 Alleluya! Come, Lord, come!

Charles Wesley (1707-88)

Organ Voluntary

Chorale prelude on Helmsley, Alan Ridout
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THIS WEEK

Monday 1st

10.15am (Zoom 
opens 9.45am)

Bible Study

Tuesday 2nd

2pm - 4pm Tea at the Good 
Shepherd

Thursday 4th

St John Damascene

10.30am
7.30pm

The Eucharist
Standing Committee

Saturday 6th

St Nicholas

10am - 4pm

12noon - 4pm

Christmas Tree 
Festival
Christmas Fayre

Sunday 7th

The Second 
Sunday of Advent
8.00am
10.15am
10am - 4pm

4.00pm

The Eucharist (BCP)
Parish Eucharist
Christmas Tree 
Festival
Christingle
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Vicar: The Reverend Alice Smith
Tel: 01273 532000 Email: vicar@goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk

Assistant Priest: The Reverend Mathew Philip 
Tel: 07756 005331 Email: m.philip@goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk

Reader: Michael Miller
Tel: 07768 084001 Email: reader@goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk

Director of Music: Derek Froud
Tel: 01273 681007 Email: derekrbs@aol.com

Safeguarding Officer: Tessa Pacey
Tel. 01273 532000; Email: safeguarding@goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk

NOTICES

Please keep bringing in items for the Christmas Fayre - we need lots 
of small prizes for the tombola, as well as items for the raffle and gift, 
jewellery and toy stalls. We still need a few more helpers on the day to 
help things run smoothly!

There are still a couple of slots to fill for the Christmas Tree Festival. 
If you have signed up don’t forget to come!

Next Sunday evening we will be holding a Christingle celebration. This 
is especially aimed at children and their families. Please do spread the 
word!

We will be carol singing at Chartwell on Wednesday 10th and at 
Chatsworth on Wednesday 17th, both at 11am. The more the merrier!

Today is the last day to fill in Michael’s research survey. 


