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Sunday 23rd November, Christ the King
 
Welcome to St Mary's this morning
If you are visiting or here for the first time, we hope you feel at home, and please do make yourself known. Those of you with small children may wish to make use of the Children’s Corner during the service, if that is helpful for you. At the offertory a collection will be taken for the work of the church. If you are able to use a Gift Aid envelope please do. There is a card reader, and further information about giving to St Mary’s, by the door where you came in. When we come to share communion please follow the stewards. Refreshments are served in the hall after the service – please stay if you can. 

Services this Sunday
8am			Eucharist, in Church and on Facebook 
10am			Eucharist, in Church and on Zoom 
We welcome Bishop Christine to the 10am service this morning as we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King 

Hymns								
Processional	166 Crown him with many crowns
Gradual 		589 The king of love my shepherd is 
Offertory		601 Thou didst leave thy throne
Communion 	216 Give us the wings of faith to rise 
Final			398 Christ triumphant ever reigning 

Music	
Setting		Mass for St Thomas Thorne
Motet 		King of all ages Isom	 
Voluntary		Te Deum: Prelude Charpentier
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Rota for Sunday 23rd November 	
Welcomers	Brenda Furnival Jones, Ann Sandford 	
Sidespeople	Gillian Budworth, John Budworth
Servers 	 	Malcolm Furnival Jones, Mike Franklin, Noah Clarke
Readers		Ellis Roberts, Lizzie Hastings-Clarke 
Intercessor	Bonnie West
Lay Admin	Michael Waller, Martin Douglas, Malcolm Furnival Jones, Derek Day
Coffee		Alan Thomas, Janet Thomas 

For your Prayers
Any who are sick or suffering: Howard Marshall, 
The housebound, among them: Sheila Brown, Chris Skinner, Hazel Bayford
Those who have died: Betty Day, Rob Walsh, Peter Steele, Sheila Rotherham 
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time: 
In our Deanery: The Beane Valley Benefice (currently in vacancy)
From our Parish Prayer Cycle: Local hospices 
Those that live in: Berkeley Close, Black Swan Court, Bluecoat Yard 


Collect
Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading, Jeremiah 23:1-6
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 2 Therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.
5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’

Second Reading, Colossians 1:11-20
Brothers and sisters 11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

Gospel Reading, Luke 23:33-43
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37 and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ 38 There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’
39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ 42 Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ 43 He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’
Diary for the rest of this week
Monday – Thursday	9.15am Morning Prayer  
Monday – Thursday	5pm Evening Prayer
Tuesday 25th		7:30pm Deanery Synod at St Mary’s 
Wednesday			11am Eucharist 
				7:30pm Bell Ringing 
Thursday 27th 		1pm – 3pm School Visit 
Friday			4.15pm Handbell Ringing  
				7pm Choir Practice 
This diary includes just congregational services and major events/meetings.  For full details of the weekly diary please look at the Link Way and South Porch notices. 

Rota for Sunday 30th November 
Welcomers		Pat Collin, Roti Tunis		
Sidespeople		Ann Sandford, Mary Millett
Servers 	 	  	Anne Crowther, Derek Day, Mike Franklin
Readers			Mark Kirby, Ann Robinson
Intercessor		Mat Wilson
Lay Admin		Mike Franklin, Zara Kimber
Coffee			Daphne Footer, Marion Mountjoy
 
Notices

Today over coffee you are invited to join Marina for a discussion on ‘Being Anglican: what does it mean for the C of E to be the established church?’ A question she has to respond to, with your help, for a course she is taking. Please join in!

Next Sunday, 30th November, is Advent Sunday 
Morning services are as usual at 8am and 10am.
5pm, An evening service of music and readings for Advent

On Sunday 30th there will also be a memorial service (following cremation this week) for Sheila Rotherham. The service will be here in St Mary’s at 12:30pm. Sheila’s family invite you to attend and to remain on in the Hall afterwards for some food together. 
It might be nice to make a cake or two to contribute to refreshments, if anyone would like to do that please see Ysmena. 

Advent Book ‘Advent in Bethlehem: Reflections on Scripture and Bethlehem Today’ by Nicholas Taylor. Available in paperback on e-reader/Kindle from the Book Nook or your preferred supplier. 
As we prepare to enter Advent read the foreword by Archbishop Hosam Naoum. What do you think he hopes for from us as we read this book? 
Pray for him and for the communities he leads in Israel/Palestine and the wider Middle East in their preparations for Advent.
Read the Preface and Introduction. Reflect on: “At one level, the place in which Jesus was born may be incidental, but we can also learn something through reflecting on the place in which the Gospels locate his birth.” (pg9-10) 
Pray for: the people and places that have contributed to the making of this book, and therefore this year to our Advent journey.

Advent Calendars there are still some of the beautiful Advent Calendars we had made last year available to buy. These will be on sale at the Christmas Fayre and you can also buy after services if you wish. Every penny from the remaining calendars will go straight into church funds. 

In Advent – you are invited to think about Lent sermons! Saturday 13th December, 10am-12noon in the Choir Vestry. There is probably one sermon at least in everyone! Come and see if yours could be shared during Lent 2026. Ysmena will take you through the texts and how to read and reflect on them for a congregation. All the help you need. Your sermon can be solo or a group effort. All welcome – whether or not you think you can do it.

Hertford Quaker Meeting House hosts an evening of Kurdish poetry and music, Sunday 23rd Nov 3pm. Donations in support of Herts Welcomes Refugees. 

Leaside Church invites you to coffee and chat about our churches followed by a prayer walk, on Saturday 29th November. Coffee 9am – 11am, the prayer walk follows at 11am

Saturday 13th December, 12:30pm ‘It’s Good to Sing’ (directed by David Boarder) Charity Christmas Concert. Free to enter, donations for Isabel Hospice 

New Year's Fix the (Hall) Roof Fundraising Lunch Sunday 11th January.  
Details regarding the Hall refurbishment plan are in the November Quarterly. This lunch will begin the fundraising campaign and let us get together in the Hall to celebrate the New Year. Please book your tickets at £25 a head for 3 courses and a drink on arrival with Linn Parker (linnparker61@gmail.com tel: 07770923914) 
Please give your cheque, payable to PCC St Mary Ware Restricted Fund, to Linn or pay by bank transfer (account details available from Linn and posted on the noticeboards). Priority booking for St Mary's congregation until 1st December. Roger 

Next Lunchtime Concerts 
Monday 1st 		December, David Silkoff – Piano Recital
January 15th		Students from Chauncy School 

Parish Office during the vacancy in post please continue to use the Parish Office email address for all the things you would usually use it for. Deadline for pewsheet information remains Wednesday 11am. Thank you – Ysmena 








Contact Information
Vicar: Revd Ysmena Pentelow, vicar@stmarysware.co.uk 07423 812238 Usual day off Friday
Parish Office: officestmarys@btinternet.com  01920 462539
Director of Music: Stephen Crookes email: music@stmarysware.co.uk 
Website:  www.stmarysware.co.uk. You can also find us on Facebook
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