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Collect: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Isaiah 2.1–5
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

Psalm 122
R I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to God’s house’.
1 I was glad when they said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’
2 Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. R
3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself.
4 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.
5 For there are the thrones of judgement,
the thrones of the house of David. R
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
‘May they prosper who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers. R
8 For my family and companions’ sake,
I pray for your prosperity.
9 Because of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek to do you good.’ R
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11 Brothers and sisters, you know what time it is,
how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; 13 let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Matthew 24.36–44
Jesus spoke to his disciples:
36 ‘About that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’

Post Communion: O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Lighting the Advent Candles
Merciful God, as we gather in the Haven Churches in this sacred season of Advent.
 
We light these candles, each flame a symbol of your promised presence. May the light of Hope banish the darkness of despair, filling our hearts and our communities with anticipation for your coming.

Bless all who worship here, strengthen their faith, and unify them in love and mission. Prepare our hearts, O Christ, to be a true Haven—a place of rest, welcome, and radiating light—as we await the glorious celebration of your birth. 
In your holy name we pray. Amen. 
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10am Benefice Service, St John’s

Tuesday 2nd December
10am Morning Worship, St Catherine’s

Wednesday 3rd December
10.00 Morning Worship, St Mary’s

Saturday 6th December
18.00 Light up a Life Service, St Peter’s

Sunday 7th December
08.00 Said BCP Holy Communion Service, St John’s
09.30 Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s 
10.00 Sung Eucharist St Peter’s 
16.00 Light up a Life Service, St Mary’s
18.00 Advent Carols by Candlelight, St Catherine’s

Wednesday 10th December
10.00 Morning Worship, St Mary’s

Sunday 14th December
09.30 Sung Eucharist, St Helen’s 
09.30 Service of the Word, St Mary’s
11.00 Sung Eucharist, St John’s
15.00 Light Up A Life Service, St Catherine’s
16.00 Brading Community Navity (starting at Brading Methodist Church)
18.00 9 Lessons and Carols, St Peter’s

Tuesday 16th December
10am Morning Worship, St Catherine’s

Wednesday 17th November
10.00 Morning Worship, St Mary’s
11.00 Prayer Circle, St Peter’s
18.00 Carols by Candlelight, St Peter’s

Friday 19th December
09.00 Nettlestone Primary Carol Service, St Peter’s
13.00 Brading CE Primary Christingle Service, St Mary’s

Haven Benefice Church contacts: 
Priest-in-Charge (Day off: Tuesday)
Revd Karen Wilson on 07591240640
or email: revdkarenwilson@outlook.com
St Helen’s and St Catherine's, St Helens –
Sue Whitewick on 01983 568761
St Peter’s Seaview and Safeguarding – 
Revd Karen Wilson on 07591240640
St Mary’s Brading – 
Nigel Elton Walters on 01983 406817
Safeguarding - Catherine Davis on 07940826034 
St John’s Yaverland –
Kevin Norton on 07951407423
Curate at Haven Benefice
Revd Bevaly Rackett – 01983 407432 
Email: revbevrackett@gmail.com 

Website: www.havenchurches.org.uk
Or find us on achurchnearyou.com
Or follow us on Facebook: Haven Churches IOW


Every Thursday morning a group of volunteers meets to rake, coppice, and undertake general tasks in the St Helen's Churchyard (which also serves Nettlestone and Seaview). It would be great to have someone there at each session to welcome them and organise the (much valued!) half-time refreshments in the church. Would you be able to join the rota for this? If so, please contact Andrew - 07503 200630 andrewbradstock@gmail.com  

Advent Reflections: Responding to God's Love… This year we are using a “homegrown” booklet, offering reflections around some of the key themes running through the Advent Season - Promise, Hope, Call and Fulfilment. The booklets, which include an Advent Calendar of daily readings, are available from each Church (at a cost of £1 each) for use at home, with an opportunity to share in times of reflection with others through group sessions held in St Mary's Church Hall, Brading, at 6.00pm, on Wednesday evenings 3rd Dec, 10th Dec and Friday 19th Dec. All are welcome.

St Mary’s, Brading are holding their Christmas Tree Festival from 5th- 7th December throughout the church. The Festival will include a Christmas Concert, featuring the Wight Ukers and Brading Community Choir with mulled wine, mince pies and a raffle on Friday 5th at 7pm in the church; 
a Coffee Morning in the church with Farmer Ralph, Craft Stalls (including some from St John’s), lucky dip in the manger and lots of Christmas bargains on Sat 6th from 10am -2pm; 
The Brading Bellringers Christmas Market in the Church hall on Saturday 6th from 10 – 2pm with Decorations Christmas Gifts, Stocking Fillers, and much more;
And the Light Up a Life Service to remember loved ones in aid of Mountbatten at 3pm on Sun 7th. 
Do come and support us at any or all of these events. 

Our Light Up A Life Services with and for Mountbatten are an opportunity to remember loved ones by lighting a candle and hanging a tag on our Christmas Trees. Sat 6th Dec at 6pm at St Peter’s and Sun 7th Dec at 3pm at St Mary’s. Do join us for either of these really moving and reflective services and let others in the community know

There will be a coffee morning at the Community Centre, St. Helen’s on Friday 12th December 10am - 12 noon. There will be a raffle and a cake stall, donations very welcome. All enquiries to Sue 568761. Thank you 

The Brading Community Nativity starts at Brading Methodist Church on Sunday 14th December at 4pm. Walk around the town discovering the Christmas story as we search for Mary, Joseph and the baby, finishing at St Mary’s church with candlelit carols and refreshments.
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