
The Radcliffe Team Ministry  

Parish of St Mary 

and 

Parish of St Thomas and St John with St Philip’s Community Centre 

 

NOTICES THIS WEEK 
Sunday 30 November 2025 

First Sunday of Advent 
 
 

Sunday   
 

9:30am Eucharist at St Mary’s:  President - Revd Adele McKie; Preacher – Revd 
Irene Thirkell; followed by light refreshments 

11:00am Eucharist at St Thomas and St John’s:  President - Revd Adele McKie; 
Preacher – Revd Irene Thirkell; followed by light refreshments 

12:30pm Baptism of Mya Murdoch at St Thomas and St John’s.  Officiant – Revd Adele McKie 
 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH (Ladies Who Lunch, Family and Friends – open to all across the Team) 
– please see sign up sheet in St TJ’s and contact Sue Aspinall with full payment 
MARIE’S LICENSING  Please see sign up sheet to offer items for the buffet following 
ST TJ’S MAKERS MARKET  Items will be received today and on Tuesday.  Donations of 
cakes for refreshments or cake stall should be brought to church next Saturday 10:00-
10:30am please. Raffle tickets are on sale now from Marilyn – see the prizes in church. 
BONUS BALL at St TJ’s for November was won by Elizabeth Binns (no. 7).  £15 now due 
please from participants to be paid to Beryl H. 
 

The week ahead    

 
Monday (1st)           6:00pm  (for 10 minutes) Beginning today members of the Churches in 

our Mission Community join together by Zoom each weekday in 
Advent for prayer.  Simply click the link below to take part: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88510585974?pwd=QUdYYj
N6bDFoakxpZ nBoY2ZDMUFoZz09 

7:00pm Licensing of the Revd Marie Pattison as Incumbent 
in the Benefice of Radcliffe; at St Thomas and St John’s 
church; followed by refreshments 

 

Wednesday (3rd)   10:00am  Morning Service at St Mary’s; followed by light refreshments 
 

Friday (5th)         10:15am (- 11:30) The Team Advent Study Group begins, at St 
TJ’s.  There is no need to register and it is free of charge.  
Beginning with a brew, we will then be guided by the 
Archbishop of York’s pick as an Advent book: “Listening to 
the Music of the Soul”, by Bishop Guli Francis-Dehqani. 

12 noon     Team Intercessions at St TJ’s, followed by bring- 
your-own-lunch eaten together if you wish to stay 

 

Saturday (6th)    11:00 am  (- 2:00pm)  Christmas Makers’ Market at St Thomas  
and St John’s.  Refreshments available. 

 

Sunday (7th)       SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

This will be the final Sunday when gifts of toys may be brought to church to be given to  
families in need.  It will also be the first-Sunday-of-the-month opportunity to donate  
gifts of toiletries and non-perishable food to be passed to local families and individuals in  
crisis need through Porch Boxes 
                            

9:30am Eucharist at St Mary’s:  President and Preacher - Revd 
Marie Pattison; followed by light refreshments; followed 
by graveyard cleanup 

11:00am Eucharist at St TJ’s:  President and Preacher - Revd 
Marie Pattison ; followed by light refreshments 

 2:00pm Concert at St TJ’s by the Affetside Choir and Besses’ Boys’ Band 
 2:00pm (- 4:00pm) Christmas wreath-making workshop at St Mary’s 
 6:00pm Carols in the Market – please support this act of 

worship and witness arranged by Radcliffe Churches 



Please pray for … 
 
• Prayers for healing: 

o St Mary’s:  Catherine, Roger Brierley, Berenice Carey, Barbara Cordener, 
David Duckworth, Colin Embrey, Margaret Embrey, Christine Firth, William 
Firth, Chris Hollis, Pauline Holt, Priscilla Holme, Terry Houlgrave, Harry 
Melling, Peter Savage, Denis Wright, Janice Wright.  

o St TJ and elsewhere: Catherine, Pam, Joan Atherton, Lawson Bant, Paula 
Barrand, Alice Berry, Geraldine Braden, Tony Cardwell, Reg Dee, Jacob Dewar, 
Zohre Galati, Vicky Halstead, Marjorie Higham, Miriam Higham, Anthony Hill, 
Lyn Hill, Louise Peart, Barry Sheehan, Jane Slade, Hannah Sox 

o Those recently bereaved: family and friends of Margaret Maddock, Lynda 
Westnott, Terence Bradbury, Roy Warburton, Gillian Clarkson, Fay Atherton 

• Those recalled in our Books of Remembrance: 
o St Mary’s: Margaret Jackson (30th); Frances Jackson (3rd); Michael William 

Roberts (5th) 
o St Thomas and St John’s:  William Ball (2nd); Florence Mary Firth (4th); 

Elizabeth Ellen Dale, Harold Rainford (6th) 

Looking ahead    
Irene’s priesting 
 

Saturday 13 December, in the cathedral at 1pm: 

ordination as priest of the Revd Irene Thirkell. Everyone is 

welcome to attend. 

Team Advent Study Group 
 

In St Thomas and St John’s church 
Fridays at 10:15 – 11:30 

Please come along, no charge, 
refreshments provided, even if you 
are not usually at our regular Bible 

Study. 
We shall study:  “Listening to the 
Music of the Soul”, by Bishop Guli 

Francis-Dehqani, Bishop of 
Chelmsford.  She came to this 

country 40 years ago, fleeing the 
persecution that followed the 

Iranian Revolution. 

Prayers for the sick 
 
We are revising the lists at each church, to ensure that we 
include those still seeking the prayer of the Church.  
Please see or message Deb at St Mary’s or Kathleen at St 
TJ’s if you or a person you wish to include in the list, with 
their permission, should remain.  Names not offered will 
not appear in the New Year. 

Something extra for Advent? 
• Midweek worship as well as Sunday worship – see the Notices 
• Join the Mission Community’s Zoom meeting for prayer every weekday 

in Advent.  10 minutes at 6pm – see the Notices in Advent 
• Join in the Team Advent Study Group.  Every Friday at St TJ’s, 10:15 

for a brew then an hour’s study and discussion until 11:30am  See 
Notices and noticeboards. 

Concert by Besses 

Boys’ Band and 

Affetside Choir 

Sunday 7 December, 2pm 
at St TJ’s:  Please see 
Maryse (tel: 0161 761 

6136) for tickets, £8 (16 
and under free), or to 

offer help to ensure the 
smooth running of this 

event. 

Services and events for Advent and Christmas 
 

Please see the list on posters and fliers in church, and on later pages 
of the electronic Notices sent each week to those who agree.  We 
hope to see you at many of the events.  Please do invite others. 

Funeral of Fay Atherton 
Fay worshipped at St Mary’s, was Mothers’ Union Enrolling Member, and was known around the Team since 
the death of her husband, the Revd Albert Atherton.  Her friendship with Sister Teresa Brittain at Katherine 
House Spirituality Centre resulted in several Quiet Afternoons open to the Team.  In recent years, facing ill 
health, she has lived in Leeds to be near family.  She died at the end of October.  Members from each of our 
Team Churches plan to be at Fay’s funeral and others may wish to know the arrangements.  The ladies from 
St Mary’s will display the MU banner there.  The Celebration of Fay’s Life will be on Friday 5 December at 
12:45pm at Manston St James The Great church, Crossgates, Leeds LS15 8JB, with the wake afterwards, to 
which we are invited, at The Buffers, Scholes, Leeds LS15 4AL.  Family flowers only.  Donations may be 
made to Crossgates Good Neighbours Scheme at https://www.justgiving.com/charity/crossgates-
goodneighbours (mentioning In Memoriam Fay).  The service will be live streamed: tap or add to browser:  
https://meet.google.com/iae-cmne-sqg   

PLEASE PARK CONSIDERATELY:  if you park your car in New Church Street, please respect the need of our 
neighbouring residents to access their drives at all times. 

Please supply future information to lesandkathleen@btinternet.com or to 0161 724 5696.   
 

Current information may be found at https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16096/ and 
https://www.radcliffeparishchurch.com/    
 

For pastoral contact for baptisms, weddings or funerals, or with personal needs, please contact in the first instance Irene 
Thirkell, Curate, on 07435 657865 or, Adele McKie, Associate Priest at revadele@btopenworld.com or on 07946 383024. 

https://www.justgiving.com/charity/crossgates-goodneighbours
https://www.justgiving.com/charity/crossgates-goodneighbours
https://meet.google.com/iae-cmne-sqg
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16096/
https://www.radcliffeparishchurch.com/
mailto:revadele@btopenworld.com


Looking ahead to Advent and Christmas 
 

 

December 

 

weekdays  Mission Community Zoom Advent Prayers 6pm – continues every 

weekday evening during Advent.  Simply click the link below to take part: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88510585974?pwd=QUdYYjN6bDFoakxpZ 

nBoY2ZDMUFoZz09 

Fridays  Team Advent Study Group begins at 10:15am (- 11:30am) at St TJ’s (then 

each Friday).  Based on the Archbishop of York’s pick as an Advent book:  

“Listening to the Music of the Soul”, by Bishop Guli Francis-Dehqani. 

Saturday 6th St Thomas and St John’s Christmas Makers’ Market in church, 11-2 

[Please note:  no Saturday Café] 

Sunday 7th - Ingathering of toys (latest date) for distribution through Trinity Food Bank 

and other suitable outlets 

- Monthly ingathering of gifts for Porch Boxes noting the list of 

requirements (at St TJ); St Mary’s has a different scheme of support  

 - Christmas Concert by Besses’ Boys’ Band and Affetside Choir at 2:00pm at 

St TJ’s – Tickets £8 (16 & under free) from Maryse, or pay on the door.  

Refreshments. 

 - Christmas Wreath Making Workshop, 2-4pm at St Mary’s 

 - Churches’ Carols in the Market at 6:00pm   

Friday 12th - Carol Singing in Rose Court Care Home at 2:00pm   

- Christmas Party and Carol Concert, featuring the St Philip’s Community Choir, 

7:30pm at St Philip’s Community Centre 

Saturday 13th  Carol Concert with Affetside Choir at 2:00pm at St Mary’s 

Monday 15th Carol Singing in Holly Bank Care Home at 2:00pm   

Tuesday 16th – Radcliffe Hall School Christmas Service at 11:00am at St Mary’s 

                   - Ladies Who Lunch Friends and Family (St TJ) Christmas Lunch 

 12:30 for 1pm at Stand Golf Club 

Thursday 18th St John’s School Christmas Service at 10am at St Thomas and St John’s 

Sunday 21st  Team Nine Lessons and Carols at 4:00pm at St Thomas and St John’s 

Wed 24th - Team Crib Service at St Thomas and St John’s at 4:00pm 

- Team First Eucharist of Christmas at 11:30pm at St TJ’s 

Wed 25th Team Christmas Morning Eucharist at 10:00am at St Mary’s    

 

February 

 

Sunday 1st  Christingle celebrated during morning services (supports Children’s Society) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PARK CONSIDERATELY:  if you park your car in New Church Street, please respect the 

need of our neighbouring residents to access their drives at all times. 



 
 

 

 



 
 



 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 



 



Please see a leaflet in church updated each week, and also a prayer list covering the month, 
the latter below    

 



 

 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Being stewards of God’s creation and doing our bit as Christians for the planet, 
if you have any of the following lying around your home then please bring them 

to be recycled  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Eagle’s Wing is a mutual support group of friends made up of local people, asylum seekers and 
refugees living in this area.  It meets at the United reformed Church, Parsons Lane, Bury  BL9 
0LY, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 10am to noon (term time only).  “Come as 
strangers, stay as friends” – they say. 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TEAM ADVENT STUDY GROUP 
 
As in past years, a study group will meet during the weeks of 
Advent, on Fridays, 10:15 – 11:30am in St Thomas and St 
John’s church.  The first session will be on Friday 5 
December.,  There is no need to register and it is free of 
charge.  Beginning with a brew, we will then be guided by the 
Archbishop of York’s pick as an Advent book:  “Listening to 
the Music of the Soul”, by Bishop Guli Francis-Dehqani.  
During the weeks of Advent, this study will replace the usual 
Friday Friends Bible Study. 
 
It has been said that “Listening to the music of the soul” is a 
wonderfully evocative phrase – but what does it really mean 
for the everyday anxieties of life? Bishop Guli Francis-
Dehqani invites us on the deepest journey of all: one within 
our very souls. To listen to the music of the soul, Bishop Guli 
writes, is to “connect in a meaningful way to our innermost being” – to release the pressure to 
be someone we are not, and inhabit our lives more fully, in deep and authentic relationship 
with God. 
Bishop Guli’s invitation is rooted in her own remarkable story. She arrived in the UK as a 
refugee forty years ago, following the murder of her brother in the wake of the Iranian 
Revolution. Growing up as a Christian in Iran and later fleeing to escape religious 
persecution, she knows exactly what it means to experience an identity shaped by 
complexity – and the struggle we all share to make sense of who we are. 
In a highly digital world of social media soundbites, polarized debates, and the demand for 
instant responses, Bishop Guli offers another way. This Advent, her invitation to us to pause 
and “listen to the music of the soul”, is a call to rest in life’s nuances, in the fertile spaces in 
between, where beauty and pain coexist – and where, in that very tension, we encounter 
God most profoundly. 
Relating her vivid life story to the biblical narratives of Advent, Bishop Guli encourages us to 
see our own journeys within the greater story of God’s unending love and His purpose for our 
salvation. Each chapter invites us to listen to a musical interpretation of its theme (accessible 
via QR code), whether flight, angels, or hope, and encourages us to respond in a way that is 
deeply personal. From Mary’s Magnificat and its hope for the overlooked, to the harmonies of 
silence and darkness, fear and hope, and light and space that accompany the season of 
Advent, Listening to the Music of the Soul draws into the beauty of God’s reconciliation with 
humanity through the birth of Jesus. 
The accompanying music to each chapter, whether familiar or not, becomes a companion to 

us on this journey, helping us tune our hearts to the 
deeper music of the soul. And in that inner music, we find 
ourselves drawn into the wider melody of God’s love, 
where our lives are held within the heartbeat of His eternal 
song of salvation. 
 
To participate in the group, it is not necessary to have the 
book but, if you would like to have a copy it may be 
ordered from Amazon and other booksellers for about 
£10.  If you have access to BBC Sounds, you can find the 
2024 recording of Bishop Guli’s appearance on “Desert 
Island Discs”. 



               

   Providing crisis packs for those in need  

  

Christmas Items Required – Thanks     

  

  Single sponge puddings               Tins Ravioli  

  

  Hot dogs            crisps   

  

  Canned drinks          small cartons fruit juice  

  

  Tins beans and sausage        Cake Bars  

  

  Miniature jars of jam        Tins meatballs  

  

  Tinned Stews/spaghetti bolognase/chilli  

  

  Bottles of squash    UHT Milk Semi skimmed and full fat   

  

  Tins of meat           Chocolate Bars   

  

  Tinned tuna                    Custard  

  

  Tins meatballs            

  

  Christmas themed chocs/cakes             

  

Please note no Christmas puddings and no mince pies  

  

  

  

Basically anything that a family would love to have 

at Christmas time!    

 


