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St Mary Greenhithe
Newsletter

 
16th November 2025

 
Family Café Church

8.30am Quiet Communion

Leading & Presiding : 
Revd Charlie
Sermunkle :
Revd Bart

10.30am - Family Café Church

Leading & Preaching  -Revd Bart, Jen & Mandy
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Reflection by Mandy
 

“This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it”. Psalm
118:24.

It sound so simple doesn’t it? So often, however, I find that the joy and rejoicing
in our ‘today’ is spoilt by intrusive thoughts about my ‘yesterdays’, concerns for

‘today’ itself and worries about my ‘tomorrows’.
 

The fact is that there is only one ‘today’ for us, and that is the twenty four hour
period we are currently living through. It’s a precious span of time that can

never be repeated and which has its own unique challenges and opportunities,
some of which will never come round in quite the same way again. It is twenty

four hours in which we want to live fully alive to all that the day presents us
with, and fully aware of God’s presence with us.

 
Looking back can be good if the past helps us to enjoy today by filling us with



hope and expectations, but other thoughts from the past are harder to handle
and can prevent us from fully engaging with our ‘present’. These can include
worries and regrets about what we have, or haven’t, done well. If we feel that

we have messed up, for example, we can even find it hard to let go and forgive
ourselves and others.

 
We can also have unhealthy nostalgic feelings about the past, allowing

ourselves unhelpful comparisons with our ‘present’. The antidote to such
unhelpful intrusive thought is faith that God has covered all our sins, and that

he will weave even our failures into his plans and purposes for us. We can
thank him for all that He has led us through and taught us, and that he is

faithfully ‘growing’ us up into Christ in all things. (Eph 4:15).
 

Thoughts of the future can also affect our enjoyment of today. They will, not
surprisingly, include the worries and concerns about what is ahead and if we,
and those we love, are going to be alright. It’s no wonder then that Jesus said
“do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself” (Matthew

6:34).
 

When Corrie ten Boom, as a child, asked her father how she will cope with any
future suffering, he explained that God only gives us the grace that we need for

today. Anticipating the future and how you will cope is like bringing tomorrow
into today, without the supply of grace that will come with it. So, when anxieties

about the future creep into our minds, we can thank God that we can “cast
every care on him” (1 Peter 5:7), thank him that “He cares for us” and that He

will be releasing grace for tomorrow when tomorrow comes. 
 

We can lose our joy in today, simply by worrying if we will have all that we need
for the day – time, strength, money, patience, wisdom etc. we need to thank

God that his “grace is always sufficient” (2 Cor 12:9), and that “our strength will
equal our days”, and so will everything else that we need too. (Deut 33:25)

 
Without being too dramatic, worry steals the joy we can have today. We only
get one shot at today, so let’s give it our best and thank the Lord that there is

grace for everything that comes our way today. Our thanksgiving is like a shout
of faith to our wonderful heavenly Father, that he will supply all that we need as

we go through our day, that He is here with us in our present, that He has
covered our past, and that there will be grace for our future. This I believe, is

how we can help ourselves “rejoice and be glad” in each and every day.
 

“Lord, I thank you that you have forgiven my past, I thank you that there will be
grace for everything that comes my way in the future and I thank you for your

“all sufficient presence” that is with me today.” Amen



 
Have a blessed and grace-filled week.

 

October Finance update 

Total income for October was £5,872.10 
Total expenditure for October was £5,703.25 

That is a difference of £168.85 This is the first time for a couple of months that our
income has been larger than our expenditure. 

If you compare this to last year's figures our income is about the same but is up
£200 from last month. Our expenses are down by about £800 from last month as

well and £500 from last year. 
We have changed electrical suppliers for the church and hall but have

encountered an issue meaning, the new supplier has been unable to give a bill for
last month. We have not paid any electricity for October so will have to pay two

months worth next month.
Please keep praying for our income to be higher than our expenditure

come the end of the year.

Thank you Ben
 



The late Cynthia Wray’s funeral will be held here on the 20th November at
12.30pm, followed by Cremation at Thamesview Crematorium at 2pm.

Tony, Sally and Julia would welcome people who wish to come along and
remember Cynthia with them.









 CHURCH EVENTS



The Events team are starting to plan the Christmas Market
and are after donations of bottles of drink. We will also be
looking for volunteers on the Friday from 9.30am to set up

the site and homemade cakes on the day.

Please speak to one of the Christmas Market planning team
for more information - Jen, Marion, Charlie, Charis, Margaret

B, Margaret M and Nigel.







This amazing Ministry is really struggling for
people to volunteer and support it. Please do
pray into this situation - asking God to reveal

those who can step in to work in this area







Please Find the latest MCK October Newsletter
HERE

MCK Food Banks
We really appreciate your support of the MCK
food banks and are very grateful for all the

donations we receive.

Currently we are really well stocked due to
Harvest festival donations from churches and

local schools.
However, if you would like to contribute 

 financially  we would be very grateful as this
would help with the running of the charity.

Thank you, Jude.
 

https://mcusercontent.com/c0f2020a18e19e396c21d1754/files/66f2e115-32e2-a889-ccf6-7f901116810e/Newsletter_October_2025.pdf








PRAYER DIARIES

November Prayer Diary
HERE

 

HAPPENING AT ST PETER AND ST
PAULS

https://mcusercontent.com/c0f2020a18e19e396c21d1754/files/5d6685ff-4b66-3009-dee5-2a058e3ef052/November_Prayer_Diary.pdf




Next meeting on the 7th December.



Our next session is
November 16th











Diocese of Rochester Job Vacancies

Click HERE for more information

 

Diocese of Rochester Vision
Update

Seeking first the Kingdom of God we are called
together by God to change, serve and grow with

compassion, courage and creativity.

Please click here to go the website for more
information.

https://rochester.anglican.org/xdb/vacancies
https://www.rochester.anglican.org/about-us/ourvision/progress-updates/




 Easy Fundraising.

What is easy fundraising ?
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/st-

mary-greenhithe/
By using the link above you can also generate a
percentage of the sales across a wide variety of
online stores, again with the proceeds coming to

the church funds. Easy fundraising has over 4000
stores to choose from, so you can book a holiday,

buy a toaster or much more , all while raising
funds for the upkeep of the church.

You can use this service all year round as well,
so please consider using it when you are looking

for a special birthday or anniversary gift. 



Even something as simple as your on line grocery shopping can help
raise funds, as several supermarkets now offer the option of

fundraising while you shop.

Thank you to those of you
who have brought your old

cartridges to be recycled.
From our last box we have

received £26.10.

SERVICE ROTA.
Please find the November Rota

https://mcusercontent.com/c0f2020a18e19e396c21d1754/files/b34dea07-55bc-d5f8-ac30-c456e182be83/November_2025.xlsx
https://mcusercontent.com/c0f2020a18e19e396c21d1754/files/b34dea07-55bc-d5f8-ac30-c456e182be83/November_2025.xlsx


HERE
 

MINISTRY TEAM

PRIEST
Revd Charlie Lloyd-Evans 

(Day off - Monday)
Email - revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com

Phone - 01322 383160

CURATE
Revd Bart Woodhouse

(Day off Friday)
Email- revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com

Phone- 07383  334378

LICENSED LAY MINISTERS

Mandy Holloway
(Day off- Friday) 

Email - mandy@stmarygreenhithe.com

Jen White
(Day off - Friday)

Email - jen@stmarygreenhithe.com

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR
Jen White

Phone - 01322 382031
Email - office@stmarygreenhithe.com

Office Hours - Wednesday 10am-2pm, Thursday 9am-2pm

 

If you would like to make a donation to the ongoing mission and ministry of St
Mary, Greenhithe you can do so by clicking this button, which will take you to a

payment portal. Thank you for your continued support of the church.
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