   Showing Jesus Christ to those around us 
SERVICES: Sunday 7 December 2025

Advent 2
      Huntington                    Holy Communion




   9.30am
      St Mary’s                        Morning Worship



               9.30am

                 Parish Centre                 Worship @ the Centre
                                    11.00am 
         
Readings: Holmer, Huntington & St Mary’s: Isaiah 11:1-10, Matt 3:1-12
SERVICES: Sunday 14 December 2025
Advent 3
      Huntington                     Morning Worship



             9.30am
      St Marys                       
  Holy Communion



             9.30am

                 Parish Church                 Holy Communion
                                             11.00am

Readings: Holmer, Huntington & St Mary’s: Psalm 146, Matt 11:2-11
Friday 19 December 2025 - Parish Church Carol Service, 7.30pm
SERVICES: Sunday 21 December 2025
Advent 4
      Huntington                  
Holy Communion (& mulled wine/mince pies) 9.30am
      St Marys                       
Morning Worship                                                   9.30am

                 Parish Church               Morning Worship                                                 11.00am


Readings:  Holmer, Huntington, St Mary’s: Isaiah 7:10-16, Matt 1:18-end
Sunday 21 December 2025 – Parish Church Christingle, 3.30pm

Wednesday 24 December 2025 – Midnight Communion (starts 11.30pm)
Holmer Church: Readings: Isaiah 62:6-end, Luke 2:1-20
SERVICES: Thursday 25 December 2025

      Huntington (inc St Mary’s)  Holy Communion



  9.00am
                 Parish Church                        Family Communion
                                  10.30am


Readings: Huntington   Psalm 98, John 1:1-14



 Holmer: John 1:1-14
SERVICES: Sunday 28 December 2025
Christmas 1


Parish Church

United Carol Service



11.00am

Readings:  Psalm 124, Matt 2:13-18 
SERVICES: Sunday 4 January 2026

Christmas 2
      Huntington                    Holy Communion




   9.30am
      St Mary’s                        Morning Worship



               9.30am

                 Parish Centre                 Worship @ the Centre
                                    11.00am 

         
Readings: Huntington & St Mary’s: Jeremiah 31:7-14, John 1:10-18

SERVICES: Sunday 11 January 2026

Epiphany 1
      Huntington                     Morning Worship



             9.30am
      St Marys                       
  Holy Communion



             9.30am

                 Parish Church                 Holy Communion
                                             11.00am

Readings: Holmer, Huntington & St Mary’s: Isaiah 42:1-9, Matt 3:13-end

SERVICES: Sunday 18 January 2026

Epiphany 2
      Huntington                  
Holy Communion



              9.30am
      St Marys                       
Morning Worship                                                   9.30am

                 Parish Church               Morning Worship                                                 11.00am


Readings:  Holmer, Huntington, St Mary’s: Isaiah 47:1-7, John 1:29-42

SERVICES: Sunday 25 January 2026

Epiphany 3
      Huntington                     Morning Worship



             9.30am
      St Marys                       
  Holy Communion



             9.30am

                 Parish Church                 Holy Communion
                                             11.00am

Readings: Holmer, Huntington & St Mary’s: Isaiah 9:1-4, Matt 4:12-23

Hymns reproduced under Christian Copyright Licence No. 224744

Large print Newsletter & Service Booklets are available.

WHAT’S ON IN THE PARISH IN DECEMBER & JANUARY
December

Tues 2
           12.30pm   Huntington Ladies


             The Secret Garden
Wed 3

10.30am   Holmer Hub (Communion 12 noon)
         Church Centre

Thurs 4

 7.30pm    Prayer at the Centre



         Church Centre

Thurs 4/11     10am/1.30pm   Busy Bees




         Church Centre
Sat 6 Dec

 10.30am  Christmas Fayre


                    Church Centre

Tues 9/16/23
   7.30am   Prayer Breakfast



         Church Centre

Wed 10

 10.30am   Christmas Carol Hub



         Church Centre

Fri 12                           5.30pm   Encounter                                                              Church Centre
Sun 14

   4.30pm   Follow the Star



        Hereford Point

Mon 15

 12.30pm   Friendship Group



           The Swan Inn

Wed 17 

 10.30am   Christmas Carol Hub



         Church Centre

Fri 19


   7.30pm   Carol Service & refreshments    
                     Parish Church

Sun 21

   3.30pm   Christingle Service & refreshments
          Parish Church

January
Tues 6

  12.30pm  Huntington Ladies



        Hayston Lodge

Wed 7

 10.30am   Holmer Hub (Communion 12 noon)
         Church Centre

Thurs 8

 7.30pm     Prayer at the Centre (2nd Thursday)
         Church Centre
Thurs 8/15/22/29   10am/1.30pm   Busy Bees



         Church Centre
Fri 9/23                       5.30pm   Encounter                                                              Church Centre
Tue 13/20/27            7.30am    Prayer Breakfast                                                   Church Centre
Fri 16                           5.30pm   Church ‘n’ Chips                                                   Church Centre
Mon 26                     10.30am   Friendship Group                           Kenchester Water Gardens                  

Applications for Banns, Weddings & Baptisms – to the Vicarage (273200)
Church Centre Bookings, Pastoral Needs – Parish Office (273200)

If you want to receive the newsletter by e-mail please email the office.
Website www.holmerchurch.org.uk
www.facebook.com/holmerparishchurch
Wayne’s email: wayne@holmerchurch.org.uk 

Wayne’s mobile: 07545438892
Office email: info@holmerchurch.org.uk.
PRAYER  PYRAMID  – Urgent prayer requests?

Contact Wendy Burge  01432 350223

Our Safeguarding Officer is Sue Clack. If you have any concerns please talk to Sue.
She is available on safeguardingholmerparish@gmail.com
Monthly Newsletter

Please note newsletter covers December AND January

The newsletter is distributed for the first Sunday of every month, with the next copy being produced for Sunday 25 January (emailed out on 21 January 2026). Please email info@holmerchurch.org.uk with any notices, by Tuesday 20 January 2026, for inclusion in the February edition. Please keep this newsletter for the months of December and January. Thank you.
Prayer Breakfast

An ecumenical prayer breakfast is held in the Church Centre running from 7.30am to 9.30am on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th (and 5th) Tuesday of every month. There is prayer, worship and a wide choice of breakfast items. Everyone is welcome. Please spread the word.
See ‘What’s on in the Parish’ for dates.
Shoe Boxes
Many thanks to Sally Jefferis, Ruth and Grace and all involved in making up 172 shoe boxes this year!  You are all hugely appreciated.
Church ‘n’ Chips
Please note, no church ‘n’ chips in December

We restart on Friday 16 January 2026 at 5.30pm.

Church ‘n’ Chips is held at 5.30pm on the third Friday of the month in the Parish Centre. There is a short service, craft activity, fun, songs and a Bible story, followed by a meal, always including chips! 
Encounter
Encounter is our youth group for the 11+ age group. Held in the Parish Centre at 5.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month during term time.  An opportunity to explore faith, while having fun and making pizza. 
Busy Bees
Our last session is on 11 December 2025, but we look forward to seeing you all again on 8 January 2026! 

Parent and toddler group held in the Parish Centre during term time.
Thursdays 10-11.30am & 1.30 –2.45pm.

Toys, songs, craft and story time. 

Holmer Hub

Please see the ‘What’s on in the Parish’ section

Wednesday 10:30-12pm at Holmer Church Centre. Do drop in for a cuppa and a chat. Short Communion Service for those wishing to stay on the first Wednesday of the month. You will be very welcome. 

Monthly Church Prayer Meeting 

The next prayer meeting will be on Thursday 4 December and 8 January (2nd Thursday).  It will be held in the Church Centre at 7.30pm.   Al welcome.

Boyan and Maggie.
Carol Singing in High Town and Maylord Orchards
Saturday 20 December in High Town from 12.30pm onwards and in the morning of Monday 22 December in Maylord Orchards.  More details in Parishwide or from Mary.

Huntington Ladies’ Group
On Tues 2 December at 12.30pm, we will be meeting for lunch at The Secret 
Garden and on Tuesday 6 January at 12.30pm at Sheila’s home, Hayston Lodge, for a bring and share lunch.  Please let Sheila Tolson know whether you can come or if a lift is required.
Holmer WI
Meeting on Wednesday 3 December at 7.30pm for our Christmas party.

No meeting in January 2026.

We meet in St Mary’s Church, Grandstand Road at 7.30pm.

You are very welcome to join us.
Holmer Friendship Group

Monday 15 December at 12.30pm - Christmas meal at The Swan Inn, Aylestone Hill.  Monday 26 January at 10.30am – Coffee morning at Kenchester Water Gardens.
Do come along to whatever interests you.  The group is open to anyone who wants to come from all three churches.  Please let me know so that numbers can be booked. The Christmas menu will be pre-booked nearer the time.

Wendy Davidson (01432) 352042
Christmas Fayre 
Saturday 6 December from 10.30am-1.00pm in the Parish Centre.

Tea, coffee, cake, mince pies, raffle, tombola, name the dog, toys, jigsaws, free Santa’s Grotto, gifts, books, CDs, etc.  Something for everyone.  Please support this event…We look forward to welcoming you there.  All proceeds are in aid of church funds.

We are looking for volunteers to help with this event, as well as cakes for the refreshment stall.

If you can help, please contact Margaret Hampshire on 273519 and Wendy Burge on 350223 for cakes.  Thank you.
Handel’s Messiah
Performance in Hereford Cathedral on Saturday 6 December at 7.30pm.  Leading up to Christmas, this concert by candlelight is always a wonderful way to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus.  A large chorus with orchestra takes part under the direction of Geraint Bowen.  Tickets (price from £10) go very quickly.

Christmas Flowers

We shall be decorating the porch on Saturday 13 December from 9.30am ready for "Follow the Star" (the walking Nativity) on Sunday 14 December. Donations of greenery would be very much appreciated, plus any offers to help.
On Thursday 18 December from 1.30pm onwards, we shall be decorating Holmer Church.   Offers of flowers, plus hands to help, would be very welcome.

Any queries, please contact Ruth Stott on 07527106529   Thank you.

Christingle Service
The Christingle Service in Holmer Parish Church will be on Sunday 21 December at 3.30pm, followed by light refreshments in the Church Centre.

There’s an opportunity for people to help make the Christingles on Saturday 20 December in the meeting room at the back of Holmer Church from 1-3pm.
Stewarding and Coffee Rotas
It would be very helpful if we could have another team of two on each of the stewarding and coffee rotas from January 2026.  If you can do either of these, please speak to Wendy Rochard.
Men’s Group
The Holmer Men’s Group will not be meeting in December but will restart in January 2026.  Please contact Robert Edwards on (01432) 271143 for more details, which will be confirmed in the New Year.
The Hereford Gospels for Today

(From Bishop David Thomson)

In 2026, we will mark a remarkable milestone – 1350 years since the foundation of the Diocese of Hereford. As part of this “Year of Celebration”, Hereford Cathedral will shine a light on one of its greatest treasures: the Hereford Gospels, a beautifully preserved Anglo-Saxon Gospel book, and a less famous cousin of the Lindisfarne Gospels.
To celebrate, a new handmade book has been commissioned:
The Hereford Gospels for Today.

Our hope is that this will be filled with contributions from across our communities – artwork, stories, calligraphy, poetry, testimonies – responses that reflect how the Gospels continue to inspire us today. It will be dedicated at Pentecost 2026 and then travel around the Diocese for many to see.

You are all warmly invited to take part. Could you share a personal story of faith, a piece of artwork, or a written reflection that connects your life today with the Good News that inspired our forebears?
How to contribute: 
·        Submissions must be A4 or smaller, on ordinary paper (80gsm)
·        They may be originals (if you are happy to gift them) or good quality copies/photographs
·        Please include a short explanation if possible
·        Send by 31 December 2025 to:
Cathedral Library, 5 College Cloisters, Hereford, HR1 2NG
or email: HerefordGospels@skypilots.co.uk 
This is a unique opportunity to bring together voices old and new – to show that the Gospel which shaped our ancestors is still transforming lives today.
City Praise

The next City Praise at Hereford Cathedral is on Sunday 15 February 2026 and will be an evening of worship and prayer.
Parish Newsletter Supplement: Community Gospel Project & City Praise

Celebrating Inspiration and Community Across Our Diocese

Contribute to Our Community Gospel Project

We invite everyone from our communities to help create a unique collection that celebrates how the Gospels continue to inspire us today. We welcome a wide variety of contributions: artwork, stories, calligraphy, poetry, testimonies, and more. This project seeks to gather responses that reflect the living impact of the Good News in our daily lives.
The completed collection will be dedicated at Pentecost 2026 and will travel across the Diocese, giving many the opportunity to see and share in the inspiration it brings.
How to Take Part

· Submissions should be A4 size or smaller and on ordinary paper (80gsm).
· Originals are welcome as gifts, or you may send good quality copies or photographs.
· If possible, please include a short explanation with your submission.
· Send your contributions by 31 December 2025 to:
· Cathedral Library, 5 College Cloisters, Hereford, HR1 2NG
· or by email: HerefordGospels@skypilots.co.uk
This is a wonderful opportunity for voices both old and new to come together—demonstrating that the Gospel which shaped the lives of our ancestors continues to transform us today.
City Praise at Hereford Cathedral

You are warmly invited to join the next City Praise at Hereford Cathedral on Sunday, 15 February 2026. It promises to be an inspiring evening of worship and prayer, bringing together people from across the city and Diocese. All are welcome.










