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Worship at Home – 30th November Advent 1 

As it is the first Sunday of Advent you may like to light a candle as you begin using the prayer at the Advent Candle
Lord Jesus, light of the world
Born in David’s city of Bethlehem
Born like him to be a king:
Be born in our hearts at Christmas
Be king of our lives today
Amen.

Collect
[bookmark: _Hlk209086485]Almighty God
As your kingdom dawns
Turn us from the darkness of sin
To the light of holiness
That we may be ready to meet you 
In our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen. 


COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS,
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king;
Born to reign in us forever;
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit,
Rule in all our hearts alone:
By thine all-sufficient merit,
Raise us to thy glorious throne.


Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5, Romans 13:11-end, Matthew 24:36-44

Reflection 
Most of us need an alarm clock if we are to wake up in time for whatever the day has in store for us. I’m sure I’m not alone in hitting the snooze button, to give another 5 minutes peace. On other days we are awake ahead of the alarm, because of a special event. Which child needs to be woken up on Christmas Day? Other types of alarm alert us to dangers, hitting snooze on these just isn’t wise! If alarms are to be of use we need to know what they are for. 
In Isaiah 2 he is celebrating his vision of the coming of the day of the Lord. Then he tells us, the Lord will show his universal authority over every nation and everyone shall walk in the light of the Lord. 
In the reading from Romans, Paul suggests that this time is getting closer even as we speak ‘You must wake up now;’ he warns us its. ‘The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon.’  The Gospel also looks to the return of the Son of Man. The lesson in the Gospel is explicit: always be on the alert, because the Son of Man will come when no one is expecting him, but we do know he is coming. We don’t have an excuse not to be ready. 
The message we hear today is an important alarm. The day of the Lord is a day we must be ready for. Paul is right – it is getting closer all the time. Paul’s letter tells us how to be ready – We must, Paul says, lead the kind of lives that can stand up to scrutiny. 
In this season of Advent we will be reminded that the Lord is very near. If we are to be part of his welcoming party we need to translate our intentions into actions. Let us not put off till tomorrow what we can do today. 

MY LORD, HE IS A-COMING SOON
Prepare ye the way of the Lord;
Get everything ready for that day
Prepare ye the way of the Lord!


If you’re asleep it’s time to wake up
Awake O sleeper, arise!
If you’re in the dark it’s time to be lit
Awake O sleeper, arise!

Come, Lord Jesus, come into my heart
Prepare the way of the King!
He is coming he’s coming soon:
Prepare the way of the King! 


Prayers & Lord’s Prayer
Suggested prayer to end the time of prayer
Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay;
give new courage to your people,
who trust in your love.
By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom
on earth as in heaven,
where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.
Amen.



LO, HE COMES WITH CLOUDS DESCENDING,
Once for favoured sinners slain;
Thousand thousand saints attending 
Swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia!
Christ appears on earth to reign,

Every eye shall now behold him
Robed in dreadful majesty;
Those who set at naught and sold him
Pierced and nailed him to the Tree,
Deeply wailing, 
Shall the true Messiah see.



Those dear tokens of his passion
Still his dazzling body bears,
Cause of endless exultation
To his ransomed worshippers:
With what rapture, 
Gaze we on those glorious scars!

Yea, Amen, let all adore thee
High on thine eternal throne;
Saviour take the power and glory
Claim the kingdom for thine own
Alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.

Ending 	With love and compassion
All		Come Lord Jesus
With judgement and mercy
All		Come Lord Jesus
In power and in glory
All		Come Lord Jesus
In wisdom and truth
All		Come Lord Jesus

Christ, come into our world of darkness
Light up our lives with your coming.
Fulfil our longings with the joy of your birth
Strengthen us to work for change in our world
to share the hope of your birth that Advent brings
Amen
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