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Sunday 23 November 2025
Christ the King // The Sunday next before Advent

9.15am Choral Eucharist

Welcome to All Saints for our Sunday worship: we are delighted to have you with us as we encounter God’s love in the words of scripture and the gifts of bread and wine
which we receive at God’s table. Please don’t hesitate to speak to our steward if there is anything we can do to make you more at ease during today’s service; and please do make yourself known if you are joining us for the first time: we’d love to meet you!

Here at All Saints, we are particularly blessed to worship in such a wonderful church building: its spaciousness and its stunningly beautiful decorations help to lift our hearts and minds heavenward. We are very grateful for any donation you might be able to make to help with the upkeep of this great treasure. You can do so either during the service (in cash), or online at: https://givealittle.co/c/allsaints
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*** MID-WEEK SERVICES THIS WEEK ***

Monday 24 November	5.00pm		Evening Prayer

Tuesday 25 November	12.30pm	Funeral: Fred Wood

					NO EVENING PRAYER TODAY

Wednesday 26 November	12.30pm	Holy Communion

NEXT SUNDAY

Sunday 30 November		11.00am	Joint Choral Eucharist
						at St Edward’s, Cheddleton

UPCOMING SUNDAYS

Sunday 7 December	11.00am	Choral Eucharist

		3.00pm		Christingle Service

Sunday 14 December	9.15am		Choral Eucharist

Sunday 21 December	11.00am	Choral Eucharist

COLLECT
Eternal Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King:
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit
and in the bond of peace,
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

OT READING — Jeremiah 23.1–6

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. Therefore, thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’

PSALM 46 (please join in with the words in bold)

God is our refuge and strength,  
a very present help in trouble;

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,  
and though the mountains tremble in the heart of the sea;

Though the waters rage and swell,  
and though the mountains quake at the towering seas.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  
the holy place of the dwelling of the Most High.

God is in the midst of her;
therefore shall she not be removed;  
God shall help her at the break of day.

The nations are in uproar and the kingdoms are shaken,  
but God utters his voice and the earth shall melt away.

The Lord of hosts is with us;  
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Come and behold the works of the Lord,  
what destruction he has wrought upon the earth.

He makes wars to cease in all the world;  
he shatters the bow and snaps the spear
and burns the chariots in the fire.

‘Be still, and know that I am God;  
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth.’
The Lord of hosts is with us;  
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

NT READING — Colossians 1.11–20

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

GOSPEL READING — Luke 23.33–43

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’

We pray for those who are unwell:
The Needham Family, Hazel Cook, Ken Whittaker, Andrew Hall, Riley Corbishley,
Andrew McFadden, Ray Hughes, Lionel Wainscott, Sylvia Cotton, Raymond Cotton,
and Stuart Hayes.

Those who have died:
Frank Bruce, Janet Keates and Fred Wood.










TODAY’S HYMNS
Opening Hymn		580		Rejoice, the Lord Is King
Gradual Hymn		327		In the Cross of Christ I Glory
Offertory Hymn		16		All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
Communion Hymn	156		Faithful Shepherd, Feed Me
Final Hymn			382		Let All the World in Every Corner Sing




PRAYER & PASTRIES
Do join us for our new initiative “Prayer & Pastries” on Friday, 9 January 2026, at 10.30am.
*Please note the date has changed from Friday 5th December*
 You’re invited to join us in church for half an hour of prayer, followed by an opportunity to meet with one another over a refreshing cup of tea and a tasty pastry: the perfect treat for soul and body as the weather begins to turn cold and wet!

MUSIC FOR ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
We’re delighted to be hosting a series of concerts during Advent, helping us to prepare for Christmas. Do come along to support our local choirs and enjoy some wonderful festive music!

Friday, 5 December, 7.00pm		St Cecilia Singers
Saturday, 13 December, 5pm		Phoenix Singers & Young Phoenix
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wednesday, 17 December, 7.00pm 	Rock Choir

HELPERS NEEDED: LEAFLET DROP 
Following the success of last year’s leaflet drop for our Christmas services, we hope to deliver a similar leaflet with information about our Christmas services to as many homes as possible in the last week of November/first week of December. We’d be hugely grateful for any leaflets you might be able to deliver. Please use the sign-up sheet at the back of church.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE @ CHEDDLETON
St Edward’s, Cheddleton, are hosting a Christmas Fayre on Wednesday, 3 December, between 3pm and 6.30pm. Do come along to buy some festive treats, including home-made jams and Christmas cakes, wreaths, decorations, Christmas cards and more.
Following the Fayre, at 7pm, the church will be filled with the sounds of Christmas thanks to a concert with the Tony & Jaxx Trio. Tickets are £8, and can be purchased online (or via the parish office): https://www.tickettailor.com/events/stedwardschurchcheddleton/1909524

GIVING THE PRESENT OF HOSPITALITY
It’s been absolutely wonderful to enjoy hospitality together after our 11am services
on alternate Sundays over the past year. Thank you very much indeed
to all helpers who have made these gatherings possible.
To help us continue with these after-service refreshments, we’re asking members of the congregation to bring a small “Christmas gift” with them to the service on Sunday,
21 December (11am): we’re looking for boxes of tea bags and jars of coffee, as well as some nice biscuits (do make sure they have a relatively good shelf-life, please!). Hopefully, these gifts will see us through the coming year and allow for plenty more good laughter and conversation in the parish hall after our services!




	CONTACT DETAILS

	Revd Dr Henry Hope
Telephone: 07421 462 595
E-mail: revdhenry.hope@posteo.uk
	Parish Office
Telephone: 01538 528 545
E-mail: allsaints.leek@outlook.com
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