16th  November 2025          St. James the Less                 2 Advent 
[bookmark: _Hlk178029900][bookmark: _Hlk180797981]SUNDAY
11am MORNING WORSHIP    Rev Jan

Readings   Malachi 4 1-2a,  Luke 215-19


[image: St. Hilda of Whitby – A Mother and ...]       19th November
       Hilda of Whitby


Hilda played a key role in the early English Christian church, and she may even have been the first to encourage the writing of Christian poetry.

She was born a princess, into the Deiran (Northumbrian) dynasty, and her sister became Queen of the East Angles, with whom the Deiran had connections.  In those days East Anglia had close ties with the Gallic Church, and because of her sister, Hilda came under that influence. 

 She was actually on her way to take her monastic vows near Paris when the Bishop of Lindisfarne, Aidan, called her back to Northumbria.  Back home, she went into seclusion for a time, before being sent to be abbess of a religious house in Hartlepool in 649.

Eight years later, Hilda felt moved to establish a religious community at Streasnaeshalch (later renamed Whitby). Her community was a royal establishment, a double monastery (both men and women) and became famous for its learning, with even five bishops trained there.

Whitby was also, of course, the venue for the famous Synod of Whitby in 664. With Hilda acting as hostess, the Synod met to decide upon the date of Easter.  The issue at stake was greater than that, though, for the decision would sway the Church in Britain to adapt either the Celtic or Roman traditions.  Although Hilda defended the Celtic church customs, she accepted with grace the decision of the Synod to accept the Roman date for Easter, and she then worked to unite the Church throughout the land.
WEDS (19th)

10:30am HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark

Readings       Psalm 11610 to end     Luke 1911-28


Services next week 
Sun 23rd       9:30am St. B Morning Worship
                       11:00am St. J Holy Communion

[bookmark: _Hlk213108038]Weds 26th  10:30am St. J Holy Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk181129205]
               Prayer for the week                       Lord God,                                                                   You have promised to keep us and sustain us.     Help us:                                                                        to trust You for all we need;                                              to know that our times are in Your hands;               to be ready to welcome both closed doors and new directions;                                                                                     and to be faithful to our calling,                                            knowing that You will provide                                                            what we need, as long as we need it,                                                                 for Your name’s sake.       AMEN
Please continue to pray for all those on our prayer list: Guy Negus,  Derek Cotgrove,  Pam & Derek Johnson, Edward, Dom, and Robert Waterson 

Don’t  forget

Sat. 29th   Nov.  4pm   [image: 🎄]    Hadleigh      [image: 🎄]                
                                              Christmas Lights
     Sat. 13th Dec. 10:30am   Beat’n’Beans  singing                         c                                 carols with Hadleigh Voices
    Sun. 14th Dec.  3pm [image: 🎶] Sing Choirs of Angels [image: 🎶]
Concert by Gaudeamus Choir, £10, incl. refreshments


A big thank you
to all who helped out and Beat and Beans last Saturday 
AND
to those who filled and returned shoeboxes on Sunday.
Church website:   https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6384/         BTH website: bth-group.org 
Revd Mark Smeed:   01268 211009       mark.smeed@bth-group.org
Claire Littlejohn (St. James’ Newsletter): 01268 757557 turiclaire@gmail.com
Revd Pete (Team Leader/Area Dean):  01268 211009     hadleigh.area.dean@gmail.com
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