Church notices for the parishes of Holy Trinity Drybrook,
St John the Baptist Ruardean, Holy Jesus Lydbrook. 
These notices are also available on www.achurchnearyou.com or just google - Ruardean Church, Drybrook Church or Lydbrook church, to locate ‘achurchnearyou’. 

THIS SUNDAY – 23rd. Nov. 2025 – Christ the King. Sunday before Advent.
[bookmark: _Hlk213965380]10.30am. Benefice Communion at Ruardean.   
Bp Christopher will be preaching the second of two sermons marking the 1,700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea. This council gave us the  Nicene Creed , which with Christians around the world we say together every Sunday.  
3pm. Diocesan farewell service for Archdeacon Hilary, in the Cathedral.

I hope you have your sultanas, raisins and currants and all the things you may need as it’s also ‘Stir up Sunday’ tomorrow. Traditionally it’s the day when people make their Christmas puddings (or cakes). Named because of the BCP collect for the Sunday before Advent - see the prayers, in Common Worship we use it as the post communion prayer.  

THIS WEEK 

NEXT SUNDAY 30th. Nov. Advent Sunday  
10.30am. Benefice Communion at Drybrook.   
5pm. Advent Candlelight Taizé Service, Ruardean Church. The first of 3 gentle, prayerful services, with silence, bible readings, Taizé chants and prayers for this wonderful season of Advent when we anticipate Christ’s coming. This will last approximately 40minutes. 

FUTURE CHURCH EVENTS
Sundays in Advent November 30th. December 7th. and 21st. 
5pm. Taizé services at Ruardean. 

Lydbrook Christmas Tree Festival – Dec. 12-14. 
Monday 15th. December – carols in church for school and community accompanied by Lydbrook training band. 

Ruardean Christmas Tree Festival – Dec. 12-14
Sunday 14 December 5pm. Carols and Christingles for everyone. Children invited to come dressed as any character in the Christmas story. 

Wednesday 17th. December 9.30am. Lydbrook Primary School, Christmas service at Lydbrook Church.

Wednesday 17th. December 2pm. Steam Mills Primary School, Christmas service at Drybrook Church. 

Friday 19th. December 1.15pm. Ruardean Primary School, Christmas Service at Ruardean Church. 

Sunday 1st. Feb. Candlemas Sunday and Clare’s last Sunday in the benefice -10.30am. Benefice Communion at Ruardean.  

Sunday 10.30am. service venues –
7th. December – Advent 2 – Lydbrook
14th. December – Advent 3 – Ruardean
21st. December – Advent 4 – Drybrook
28th. December – Christmas 1 - Lydbrook 
4th. January – Christmas 2 - Ruardean 
 
BIRTHDAYS –
Birthday greetings to all who are celebrating this week.

FUNERALS  
Maisie Morgan Friday 28th. Nov. 1pm
Lydbrook Church followed by burial at Mile End. 
Eileen Skinner Wednesday 3rd. December 11am. 
Drybrook Church followed by burial in the churchyard.   
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES
Every 2nd. Tuesday of the month, Meet and Eat at The Pludds, Village Hall. 11am – 2pm. A warm place to meet, chat and share. Light lunches tea, coffee and cakes. Further information from Sue Barber on 01594 861180
 
Fridays 10am. -12noon. Coffee, cake and conversation. Ruardean warm space. Ruardean Memorial Hall. Post office van outside from 10 -11am.
 
For our prayers:

Stir up, O Lord,
the wills of your faithful people;
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may by you be plenteously rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We pray for Archdeacon Hilary as she leaves the diocese and takes time to discern where God is taking her. 
We pray too for Bishop Sarah Mullaly as she prepares to become Archbishop of Canterbury. We pray for all who are called to leadership with the church that they may be equipped with Godly wisdom and compassion. 
We pray for ourselves and each other, that we may journey into Advent with openness to all that God gives to us and asks from us. 

We pray for those we know who are ill, especially Liz, Rose, Malcolm & June, Lisa, Janet, Glyn, David, Dave P, Dave M. and Keith Thompson.
 
We pray for all who mourn that they may be strengthened in the hope of resurrection life. We pray for all whom we have known and loved who have died, including Jacqui Rudge, Maisie Morgan, Eileen Skinner, John Curtis and Brian Russell. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.    

