NEWSLETTER NUMBER 297
Today is the day we are meant to make our Christmas puddings.   This idea stems from the Book of Common Prayer’s Collect of the day, which starts “Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord the wills of thy faithful people”.   This collect is now used as the post-Communion prayer. 

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 23RD NOVEMBER 2025 – SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT/CHRIST THE KING/STIR UP SUNDAY
The service on this date will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 11.15 a.m.   The celebrant will be Rev Andy Barton, the vicar.   There will be refreshments served after the service to which we hope you will stay and chat. 

LOOKING FORWARDS – REV ANDY
Long live the King				
This Sunday is set aside in the church year to celebrate Christ the King.   This is the culmination of the Kingdom season that we have been celebrating since All Saints’ Day at the beginning of November.   How often do we think of Jesus as a king?   A gentle shepherd of the flock, yes; a wise teacher who instructs, yes; a compassionate healer who restores life, yes., but a king?   There may be many reasons why seeing Jesus as a monarch does not sit so comfortably with us but let me venture just two here.
     It can be easy to use the examples of kings and queens from across the world to try and understand what a monarch cam bring to our lives.   You may think immediately of King Charles III or perhaps his late mother, Queen Elizabeth II, or perhaps more historical sovereigns who conjure up memories of good, bad and ugly times of monarchy gone by. Whoever jumps to mind, the risk is that we can project onto Jesus those same traits, good and bad.
     Whatever our views on monarchy, favourable or not, there is another reason that we may choose not to see Jesus as our king.   For whilst we like the idea of Jesus as teacher and healer, a safe and friendly person who we can call upon at our hour of need, recognising him as one who rules over us is less comfortable.   What this comes down to, if we are honest, is the choice to see Jesus as one who does our bidding, or the one whom we serve.
     Christ the King is one of the most important titles of Jesus.   Even though Jesus was not a king in the earthly sense, he is the divine King of the Universe.   In the Bible we read that Jesus is depicted as a triumphant king who has ultimate authority over all people, the King of all kings, earthly rulers and world leaders (Revelation 19 v16), the Lord of all.   So, yes, quite important then and worth getting to know perhaps.
     There is a grand statue in Almada, across the Tagus River from Portugal's capital, Lisbon, called Christ the King.   It was inspired by the better-known Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.   At 28m tall the Portuguese version of Jesus with his arms 
outstretched was built as an expression of Portugal's gratitude for making it through World War II.   Perhaps that hints at what Jesus’ rule as King of kings looks like.   That despite the conflicts that assail our lives, big or small, global or personal, there is one who will lead us through them and ultimately provide peace, a just peace.   Where no one is forgotten, disadvantaged or overlooked.   A king who serves us, and therefore one that we can safely serve.
     Next week sees the start of Advent, a time of preparation both for the nativity but also for Jesus’ ultimate return.    Why not spend time this week ahead of Advent reflecting on the ways that you look forward to Jesus conquering all harm and releasing everyone into a life lived to the full.
ROTA FOR SUNDAY 23/11/2025
Sidesmen:- Alison Toogood and Charlotte Pringle Kosikowsky
Reader:-      Sioned Barton
Coffee:-       Alison Toogood and Charlotte Pringle Kosikowsky
Flowers:-     Jacquie Hockaday

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 23/11/2025
Collect:- Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen
 
Readings:-
Jeremiah Chapter 23, vv 1 – 6
Colossians Chapter 1, vv 11 – 20
Luke Chapter 23, vv 33 – 43 

PRAYER LIST 
Chris Monckton
Elizabeth Miles                                                                    
Eunice Durrance                                                                                                                    
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood           
Pam Wilkie 
Paul 
Stephen Daley
Susan Dobson

YEARS MIND FOR NOVEMBER
24th  Kenneth Edward Grinter
24th  Irene May Sharpe
28th  Ivy Alexandra Symons
30th  Nellie Harris
30th  Clive Millet
30th  Roma Broadway  

BIRTHDAY LIST
There are none known for this week.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting, which will take place at 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 25th November 2025.   There will be the normal chat as well as a slightly different tea this time.

Knit, Sew and Natter 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 4th December 2025 starting at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

Soup ‘n’ a Bite
The next meeting of this group will be on Saturday, 13th December 2025 at 12.00 noon.   This will be the Christmas lunch and you must sign up for it.   The list is in church on the Sidesman’s table.

OUR NEXT SERVICE
This will be a Sung Eucharist on Sunday 30th November 2025 starting at 11.15 a.m.  It will be celebrating both St Andrew’s Day and Advent Sunday.   The celebrant will be the vicar,
Rev Andy Barton and refreshments will follow the service.   Please stay and chat if you can. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
All Saints - December 13th and 14th from 2 .00 to 5.00 p.m.
Christmas tree festival
This will be a two-day event with the trees staying up until the school has had its two mid-week Christmas services in the church.

All Saints - December 14th Carol Service 3.00 p.m.
We will be holding this service amongst the Christmas trees.  We hope people will either come and see the trees and stay for the Carol service or come to the Carol service and stay for refreshments and then look at all the trees.

All Saints - Delayed until 2026 
Cocktails and Mocktails 
Due to so many commitments, we are delaying this event until next year.   It will return with the same format as before.

St Nicholas, Kittisford – Patronal Festival – See attached poster for full details
On Saturday 6/12/2025 there will be a choral concert in the church from 6.00 - 7.00 p.m.
On Sunday 7/12/2025 there will be a singing workshop from 12.00 – 2.00 p.m. to prepare the items to be used at Evensong, which will be starting at 3.30 – 4.30 p.m. 

OTHER INFORMATION
Quiz night
Thirty hardened quizzers started yesterday evening’s quiz and it was not long before groans were heard at some of the questions.   Who can ever forget the phrase “Is there any leeway on that?” used by Charlotte on more than one occasion!   The five teams fought hard and at the end there was a winner by just one point.   The team called “The Clappers” triumphed yet again over the “May contain Nuts” team.   Well done to all that took part and we raised around £170-00 for church funds.

From Rev Andrew Norris
 The “Home Service” is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00 am and repeated Sunday at 10.00 am.  This week: Preb.Helene Stainer from the Trinty, All Saints benefice continues the theme of Remembering in our act of worship.
 
FUN CORNER
[image: A cat sitting on a chair
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I chose the carton as I went to the cinema last week with a friend that had bought a bag of popcorn!   The other photo is of my last cat, Samson, who weighed in at 8 kilograms.
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