The Herald 
Linking the congregations of the Craven Arms Benefice:
Acton Scott, Halford, the Pilgrim Centre, Stokesay & Wistanstow
30th November  The First Sunday of Advent

Readings: Isaiah 2.1 - 5, Romans 13.11 - 14, Matthew 24.36 - 44

	

	
	





	


Collect 



Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us 
    in great humility;
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
    to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

Post Communion 






O Lord our God,
make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,
he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service
and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

In Our Prayers 

As we stand at the threshold of a new Church year, we bring our prayers before you, Lord, in hope and anticipation at this time of watching and waiting.
· In our prayers we remember those in regions affected by war and strife. We ask God to pour the healing balm of love into these situations, bringing comfort to those who live there, and guiding political leaders along the path of justice and peace.
· We pray for those who watch and wait – for the birth of a child, for a new direction, or for the end of a life. We ask that those facing death might receive God’s grace, and for their loved ones to know that the Holy Spirit is alongside them.
· We pray for those not looking forward to Advent and Christmas this year: May they come to understand that we are all unconditionally welcome at God’s table, and may we be guided in reaching out to anyone who needs reassurance and encouragement.
We bring our prayers before you, merciful God, in the sure knowledge that you hear us. We make our prayers in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  AmenPlease pray for all who have asked for our prayers: 
Dorothy Thomas • Nikki Ray • Chris Silcock • Janet Martin • 
Lillian Tomlinson • Monica Morris • Andrew • Henry Hand • 
Andrew White • Grace Turner






Notices 
Today’s Services are:


  Pilgrim Centre	      8.00 am	       Holy Communion

           Stokesay     	        11.00 am       Benefice Service


Nb. from December 14th, regular Sunday Services for Stokesay will transfer to the Pilgrim Centre for the winter months. Christmas services will still be at Stokesay.




Thursday at 10.30 am: Morning Prayer will be live-streamed from the Vicarage using the ‘Craven Arms Parishes’ Facebook page. 


The bingo for Halford church last Thursday raised an impressive £1229. The money is to go towards the heating installation.


The Cribfest at Rushbury Church continues today (30th) 10.00 am – 4.00 pm. Donations Welcome.  There will also be a Nativity Reflection with songs from around the world at 5.00 pm.



Please note change of time: The Burial of Ashes of Mary Breeze will be at 2.30pm on Tuesday, Dec 2nd in Stokesay churchyard.  Followed by refreshments in the church.


On Sat 13th Dec at 6.00 pm: a Festive Carol Service will be held at St. Thomas’ Church, Halford. The Rock Spring Choir will lead the singing. With refreshments and mulled wine.


This week we pray for Kyrgyzstan, as voters take part in parliamentary elections on 30th Nov. May these proceedings be peaceful, transparent, and foster hope for just and accountable governance. 



We also remember those affected by HIV and AIDS as the world marks World AIDS Day on, praying for healing, equity in care, and an end to stigma. 


As the Church enters the first week of Advent, we pray that hope, renewal, and compassion will take root in every heart.


If you have a notice for inclusion in the Herald please forward via email:  heraldcravenarms@gmail.com 
or text : 07484 835170. Deadline is noon on Thursday.

Benefice Facebook page: ‘Craven Arms Parishes’

Rev Clive Munday can be contacted on: 01588 672876 or via email: vicar@caparishes.org.uk  



Services & readings for next Sunday (Purple)

Isaiah 11.1-10, Romans 15.4-13
Matthew 3.1-12

  Pilgrim Centre	     8.00 am 	 	   Holy Communion

  Acton Scott          11.00 am		     All-Age Worship 

        Please pray for the family and friends of 
          Dot Goodwin who died last Saturday.    
Sharing God’s love with all through word and deed


