NEWSLETTER NUMBER 293
It does not seem that long ago that I was hailing the approach of newsletters 200 and 250 and now we are approaching number 293.   This means that we have only seven more to go to get to the magic 300.   We would need a very big cake to get be to fit on all those candles and even with Rev Andy’s propensity for cake, there would be a lot left over!
OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 26/10/2025 – LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY/BIBLE SUNDAY
This will be a Sung Eucharist on Sunday 26th October starting at 11.15 a.m.   The celebrant will be the vicar, Rev Andy Barton.   Coffee and chat will follow the service so we hope you will stay.

LOOKING FORWARDS – REV ANDY
If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.
So goes an old African proverb I was thinking about after last weekend’s benefice vision day, which went very well.   Around 25 people came for the morning session to think about what church truly is.  Looking to the Bible, we reflected on Jesus’ approach to gathering disciples, helping them to grow and then sending them out to give.   As parishes, we then shared thoughts on what we are grateful for and what we hunger for from our church lives.   The numbers swelled to over 50 people at the Community Lunch, ranging in age from 8 to over 80.   Ideas were expressed over a shared meal about what we were all grateful for within the villages and again that for which we hunger and would like to see.
     During the afternoon those who bravely took on the third session looked for the ways to link this all together.   How could we be faithful to Jesus’ invitation to be his hands and feet in the present day within the places where we live, work and play?    We are the Body of Christ and our call is to grow as disciples who serve those around us.
     We made good progress at defining a vision for the benefice which the wider community would understand.   We jotted down ways to approach this, our strategy, to ensure we remained faithful and focused.   We even managed to highlight a number of goals, actual practical things to do, to bring it all alive.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]     Each of the churches will soon be receiving a synopsis of the day, including the detail behind my summary above.   My ask is that you all discuss this output together, as PCCs and within your congregation.   The aim is to agree our new vision and strategy and start the planning towards our goals at the next benefice forum on 12th November.   That way we can be ready to feedback to the wider community and invite them on the journey when we  meet many of them over the Christmas period.
     What role can you play?   It may be to pray, it may be to take part, it may be to support financially, perhaps even all three.   Please get involved, talk to your PCCs as they share with you the fruits of the day.   If we come together on all this we will go far.   It may take time, but it will be worth it.


 
ROTA FOR SUNDAY 26/10/2025
Sidesmen:- Alison Toogood and Charlotte Pringle Kosikowsky
Reader:-      Sioned Barton
Coffee:-       Alison Toogood and Charlotte Pringle Kosikowsky
Flowers:-     Alison Toogood

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 26TH OCTOBER 2025
Collect:- Merciful God, teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty, that trusting in your word and obeying your will we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of  ever-lasting life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
Isaiah Chapter 45, vv 22 – 25 
Romans Chapter 15, 1 – 6 
Luke Chapter 4, vv 16 – 24 

PRAYER LIST 
The Rev Caroline Luff (Rachel Yates’ godmother)
Chris Monckton
Elizabeth Miles                                                                    
Eunice Durrance                                                                                                                    
Ian Sansom  
Mike Toogood           
Pam Wilkie 
Paul 
Stephen Daley
Susan Dobson
The people of Palestine and Gaza
                     
YEARS MIND FOR OCTOBER
26TH Ronald Clarence (Ron) Lane
26th  Alan Dorman
27th  Dick Holderness
28th  Sophie Birch
29th  Christine Fielding

BIRTHDAY LIST
28TH  Angela Setter
We all wish you a very Happy Birthday and hope you celebrate in style.



OUTREACH GROUPS
Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting, which will take place at 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 28th October 2025.   There will be the normal chat as well as a superb tea of sandwiches and cakes to demolish.

Knit, Sew and Natter 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 6th November 2025 starting at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

Soup ‘n’ a Bite
The next meeting of this group will be on Saturday, 8th November, 2025 at 12.00 noon.   The group usually offers a choice of soups, a variety of bread and/or rolls, various cheeses, fresh fruit. tea or coffee.   There is also a free raffle. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Saturday 15th November at 7.00 p.m.
Quiz night with jacket potato and filling supper.
Same format as before with teams of up to 6 people.   The cost will be £7-50 per person.   Start eating fish now to get the brain in tiptop condition!!!   Supply your own drinks.

December 13th – 14th
Christmas tree festival
This will be a two-day event with the trees staying up until the school has had its two mid-week Christmas services in the church.

December 14th Carol Service
We will be holding this service amongst the Christmas trees.

Delayed until 2026 
Cocktails and Mocktails 
Due to so many commitments, we are delaying this event until next year.   It will return with the same format as before.
OUR NEXT SERVICE
Our next service will start at 11.15 a.m. on Sunday 2nd November 2025 and it will be our Patronal Festival Sung Eucharist with the reading of names to be commemorated for All Souls Day.   The service will be taken by Rev Stephen Bowen and there will be coffee and chat afterwards.

OTHER INFORMATION
Cathedral Prayers
On Tuesday 21st October, the monthly diocesan Prayer Calendar prayed for those who clean and maintain our churches and churchyards across the diocese using the following prayer:-  
Faithful God, we give thanks for all those who clean and maintain our churches and churchyards so that they may be places of welcome, reflection and worship for all who enter them.  Amen.
On Saturday 25th October they will pray for those who work for the church alongside their daily jobs using the following prayer:_
Today we give thanks for Crispin and Crispinian, saints and shoemakers.  We give thanks for all who work for your church alongside their daily jobs and ask you to bless them in their faithfulness.  Amen.

From Rev Andrew Norris
The “Home Service” is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am.  It is also available via the internet at any time on www.10radio.org . 
This week: We have a Home service exclusive!   This very day when the Home Service is being broadcast live (Wednesday), the identity of the new Bishop of Taunton is being announced in Wiveliscombe.  10Radio will be there and we hope to bring you one of the Bishop's first interviews on the day the appointment is announced.  And, as if that were not enough, we also welcome back Revd. Stephen Bowen who will be leading our act of worship.

SURVEY QUESTION
Christmas Day 2025
Christmas Day is on a Thursday this year.   Rev Andy has many more churches to look after than priests had in the past and he is not scheduled to take our service this year.   This means we must find a retired vicar to take this service.   This comes at a cost to us, however there has been quite a low turnout in previous years.   There are services of Midnight Mass being held on Christmas Eve, as well as services on Christmas Day in other churches in the Benefice.   We need to book someone to take the service as soon as possible.   The PCC need to know if you want a service at All Saints on Christmas Day and if you would attend it?


FUN CORNER
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