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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Wigan South Bible passage for 2025: 
‘May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.’    Romans 15:13

St Aidan’s Mission Statement
[bookmark: _Hlk188549867]Our Mission is to: 
Introduce people to Jesus 
Become more like Jesus 
Do what Jesus does 


Upcoming Services:
Nov 2nd  10am Holy Communion Celebrant Rev  Sue Fulford, 
Nov 9 th 10am Sta’s4all at  school    4pm Civic Remembrance Service
Nov 16th   10am Morning Worship    
Nov 23rd 10am Beacon Service,  4pm Holy Communion  Celebrant Rev Sandra Jones
Nov 30th 10am Joint Hub Service at St Andrews Garswood

Wednesday Holy Communions 10am:
Wed 5th and 19th Nov will be at St. Aidan’s, celebrants  Rev Sue Fulford and Rev Dave Hamlett respectively. Wed 12th and 26th  Nov Holy Communion will be at Holy Trinity.

The Beacon Service on November 23rd is our Annual Toy Service. We will be collecting gifts suitable for children up to the age of 16, which will be given to families struggling to give their families the Christmas presents on Christmas Day.  
Parish Gift Day. 
We had an amazing response to the Parish Gift Day. £6380 was received, which includes a small number of very substantial donations as well as great generosity throughout. This will make a difference to our financial position. We wish to thank all those who gave so generously. Some were given in memory of loved ones. These names are included in the donations later in the newsletter.

The Friendship Group next meet in church on Thursday November 27th from 2pm. Barbara Goulden will be sharing some  information about the four Northern saints that appear in our glass screen between the Narthex and the body of the church. Do come along for an interesting afternoon and for the refreshments and social time.
The ‘Start’ course continues on Wednesdays at 7pm at St Aidan’s. Each session can be taken independently, so feel free to join us even if you haven’t made the first ones.  ‘Start’ will help you discover more about God, Jesus and the journey of life. It is a good refresher course for those of a mature faith.  Contact Revd Sandra Jones of Revd Sue Fulford if you would like to know more.
Our next Quiz night will be on Friday November 28th 7pm Come from 6.40pm to get your team table Teams up to 6 people £5 per person. Quiz Master John Bridge. Bring your own drinks and glasses with you, but please take them home with you afterwards! Proceeds in aid of Church funds.
We would like to thank Rev Dave Hamlett and Rev Sue Thomas for their input to the Remembering Loved One’s service in October. Thanks also to those who co-ordinated the service, and those who did the catering afterwards. This is always a special Service and it was very well received by the large number of people who attended.
Volunteers
We all enjoy spending time at church events together, supporting those in need through other events, and our social events are a key part of our discipleship. Church leadership are finding it more and more difficult to run the number of events that we would like to because of low numbers of volunteers coming forward to help. Our events list seems to get thinner.  We are all getting older! It is also difficult finding the number of volunteers to run our services. We don’t want to have to reduce these any further, but we cannot meet in safety without stewards, technical support or people to lead, read and even people to make tea! Please pray about what part you might play in the life of the church. Don’t think that there is no place for you because others have always done things till now. Those others are often tired and would love to reduce their ’volunteer hours’. If you are able to help in any way please talk to Helen, Barbara or Peter Hughes.
Church Cleaning 
A big thank you is owed to those who clean our church after Pantry on Fridays and the Church cleaners every other Thursday from 10am till 11am. This plays an important part in keeping our place of worship a fitting place for our services. One of the Thursday team is having to finish at Christmas and the team are seeking a willing volunteer, man or woman to take her place. Could you offer your services? If so please contact Helen on 01744 894111 or speak to Jean Breeze. 

Across the Hub: A gentleman called John Harding will be joining us in South Hub as an ordinand (he will be at college part of the week training to be a vicar like Adam was). John will be made Deacon next June. He will visit all of our churches before Christmas, then he will be on the rota from January onwards. His first Sunday with Wigan South will be 9th Nov. He will visit St Aidan’s at the 4pm service on November 23rd and he will be at the Hub Service on 30th November at St. Andrews. You may see him bob up in some midweek things before then. I know that you will all make him feel very welcome. 

Youth Conference
3 church members attended a Youth Conference for Church Wigan. The Diocese has had funding to expand the Next Gen team to support 0 – 18year olds (it has supported 11 – 18’s). They hope to visit our schools, and will support churches in the expansion of children’s work. Is this the time to review our work with pre-school children? Could we support our secondary pupils in some way? It will take vision and willing volunteers again! Please pray about this. If you have a vision please share it with Helen, Sandra or Sue. 

New Archbishop of Canterbury
We welcome the Rev Dame Sarah Mullally as the first female Archbishop of Canterbury. She will be hold Office from January 28th 2026. She will face major challenges both within the church and in society. Please pray that she will have courage and wisdom, making decisions that will strengthen our church and bring unity within our denomination, making Jesus visible in the wider world.

Date for your diary
Next month’s Beacon Service  and Sta’s4all will be in church at 10am on Sunday December 14th.The Christmas Carol service will be at 4pm on Sunday December 21st. Christmas Eve Crib service at 4pm, Holy Communion at 8.30pm

The Registers 2025
	Funerals or Burial of Ashes  –   ‘May they rest in peace’

	Date	
	Name
	
	
	

	9th October
	Hugh Collins
	
	
	


		
Donations and Remembrance for September and October
We thank all for the following donations, made in September and October. We had a very successful gift day, some of which were left in memory of loved ones which Joan has included below.

General fund:
Birthday memories of my dear Brother George Howard
Judith and Peter Burns 50th wedding anniversary
In memory of Hughie from Rita and Alan Gough
Loving thoughts of Mum and Dad Margaret and George Moyers our Son in Law Brian from Rita and Alan Gough
In loving memory of our Mum and Dad, Maria and George Fairhurst from Susan, Helen and Peter
Precious memories of my husband and Son, Steve and Geoffrey Snaylam rest together from Susan
In loving memory of Geoffrey Snaylam from Bernard and Sue
A gift in thanksgiving for my friends at St Aidan’s for the support given to me after the loss of my Husband Maurice.  Thank you from Marlene Roby.
 
Pantry:
We have had three generous donations to pantry.
 

Prayer for the Parish

If anyone needs to be added to our prayer list please let Helen Steele or Margaret Stott know. The person or family must give permission for any name to be added to the list. Our ‘sick list’ has people listed by their first names so that some confidentiality is preserved. These people are known to God as we pray in this way. 

For confidential prayer needs contact Jennifer Berry for the St Aidan’s Prayer Circle on 01942 389715 or Brenda Bridge on 01744 894528. 
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Please pray for all those you know who need God’s healing touch, those who are struggling in Body, Mind and Spirit, and from our parish we pray especially for Tracey-Ann, Jeanette, Roy, Linda, Young Olivia, Baby Ellie, Jack, Caroline, Bill, Susan, Jeff and Alan. Remember the bereaved and all who are feeling the pain of separation from their loved ones, whether that is recent or a while ago. We pray for the family and friends of Hugh Collins whose Ashes have been interred in October. 
Please pray for us to continue to move forward with our Mission Plan, give thanks for the activities in church which enable us to reach out to our local community and our current volunteers and to ask for God’s guidance in further development. Please pray especially for our engagement with the Parish at our special Christmas Services and about insight and inspiration for any developments with children’s work. 
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