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Reflection by Jen White
 

We have hit that time of year that I absolutely dread -Halloween. It is the one
night of the year that I refuse to open my front door after it has got dark! And yet

I have read something this week that has made me think again.
I know there are so many people who love Trick or Treating, dressing up and

socialising with friends – and for the huge majority that is exactly what this night
is all about. This is a reflection from American writer Sophie Bricker, but it says

it so much more succinctly than I can.
We as believers need to remember that the majority of individuals (Christian

and non-Christian) who celebrate Halloween do not participate in the occult or
promote the worship of demons. Ouija boards and ghost hunts are not on the

schedule for most families who take their kids trick-or-treating or attend a
friend’s fall party on that night. For many, it is just a day for fall-themed fun.

Regardless of our personal convictions about this day, we must acknowledge
the problem of a judgmental attitude. If we take an accusatory stance towards
others, we immediately hinder any opportunity to connect with neighbors or

friends and share the gospel. Halloween offers unique topics of
conversation with others and avenues for ministry. For example, Trunk-or-Treat

attracts many families yearly, serving as a gateway for Christian witness.
People could also form friendships by discussing their interest in candy or

pumpkin. Suppose we are meant to shine as lights for Jesus in a dark world. In
that case, we should not hide the light by pointing fingers or self-righteously

judging our neighbors for decorating their yard with plastic skeletons
(see Matthew 5:16). Numerous people view this day as a time for fun, not as an

indication that they support Satan or the occult.
 

I then read the Scripture from Matthew from The Message;
14-16 “Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-
colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this,
as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going
to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that
I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be

generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open
up with God, this generous Father in heaven.

https://www.christianity.com/videos/video-answers/should-christians-celebrate-halloween-heres-what-reddit-says.html
https://www.christianity.com/videos/video-answers/should-christians-celebrate-halloween-heres-what-reddit-says.html
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=matthew+5:16


 
Wow!! So, does that change my view on opening my door? No maybe not

because I still get scared by the masks! But by attending the Light Party and
sharing the Light of Christ that way I feel I am doing my bit. But maybe this will

make you think about how you can share the Light of Christ on what can be
seen as such a dark night.

Let us tell the world that He broke away from darkness and brought light to the
world when He sent His Son to die for us.

 
 

Services

Funeral of the late Peter Lewis will be held on Thursday
13th November 2025, St Peter & St Paul's church Swanscombe
at 11.30am followed by cremation at Thamesview crematorium

at 1.00pm.
Refreshments to follow in The Church Centre.



Our next Monthly All-Age Service is
 Sunday, 23rd November

 



CHURCH NEWS

PRAYER DIARY
St Mary Greenhithe has had a prayer diary produced every month by one of
their members. This has daily entries, with reminders to pray about various

church activities and our community. Over the past 6 months this has included
St Peter and St Paul's activities as well, so we have decided to go the whole

hog and make it a joint prayer diary for both churches.
Copies of this new November Prayer will be available at the back of church this

Sunday, or you can find it HERE.

There is also the option to receive each daily entry by email, which arrives
about 5.30am, so is available for you to read whenever your normal prayer time

is. If you would like to receive this daily email you can subscribe through the
button below:)

Subscribe to Daily Prayer Diary

https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/72f618e1-0917-ab1f-4c1f-464694c075bb/Prayer_Diary_Nov_large.pdf
http://eepurl.com/hJPXib




A huge thank you to everyone who donated items or money for
the Shoe Box appeal this year. We were able to pack up 56 boxes

which will be taken to children and families in Eastern Europe who
would otherwise go without at Christmas. We also collected

enough money to cover the suggested donation for all 56 boxes -
which is amazing!

Thank you!!









'Friends of St Peter & St Paul'
For more information, see the leaflets in Church or contact Revd

Charlie, the Church warden or the Administrator. 



 UPCOMING EVENTS





Dates for your Diary

Sunday 7th December 6pm
Star Service 

The events team are after donations for the Christmas Fayre;



Wrapped chocolate bars like Mars, 4 finger KitKats, Twix, Bounty
etc.

 

They are also asking for donations of bottles and Christmas items
for children and adults for our raffles and tombola.

Any and all help is really appreciated.

REGULAR EVENTS in the Church Centre



Next meeting - 2nd December 2025

There is no meeting in November due to the Church Centre
windows being replaced.



Next meeting 7th November 2025



Next meeting on Sunday 2nd November

Next meeting Tuesday 11th November 2025



Sunday 16th November 2025
Movie & Pamper Night



COMMUNITY INFORMATION



ACTIVITIES at ST MARY GREENHITHE

WEEKLY

Sticky Fingers
Every Tuesday 9.30am-11.30am (during term time)

Toddler group suitable from birth to 4 years. 



Follow us on Facebook SMG Family Ministry
 

Seniors Afternoon Tea
Every Tuesday 2pm -4pm.

Everyone is welcome to come along for an afternoon of meeting
and making friends and conversation.

 Community Café.
 Every Wednesday 9am-1pm. Do come and join us.

For more information see the St Mary Greenhithe Facebook Page
 

Monthly Coffee Morning
with crafts, Bike repairs and Edible Ebbsfleet planting

3rd Saturday of the month.
9.30-11.30am

 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryGreenhithe




 
MCK Food Banks

We really appreciate your support of the MCK food banks and are very
grateful for all the donations we receive.

Please do not donate pasta at the current time as we have a huge excess.

Thank you xx
 

Diocese of Rochester Vison Update
 
Seeking first the Kingdom of God we are called together by God to

change, serve and grow with compassion, courage and creativity.

Please click here to go the website for more information.

FUNDRAISING IDEAS

Current MCK Newsletter - OCTOBER

Rochester Diocese Vacancies

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/about-us/ourvision/progress-updates/
https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/3b8be600-7d32-d8d4-c380-bc0bf85dc9e8/Newsletter_October_2025.pdf
https://rochester.anglican.org/xdb/vacancies


Or donate here

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/swanscombe-st-peter-w-st-paul-dartford/


HELP US RAISE MORE FUNDS FOR
CHURCH - we raised £20.75 with the
last batch of cartridges. Thank you.

If you have a printer at home or at work
and don’t know what to do with the

used cartridges, please drop them in
the box in the Church Centre and we
can receive up to £2 per cartridge. 

Only print cartridges though no laser or
toner cartridges. Thank you to

everyone who donated. 

   We are an Eco-Church
  Silver Award Winner!!

 

The overall aim of the Eco
Church award scheme is to

celebrate the ways that church
communities have been

engaging with caring for the
earth as a key part of our

Christian faith.
Have a chat with Steve,

Helen, Charlie or Gareth to



find out more.

NEWSLETTER- SHARE THE NEWS

If you know of others who would be interested in receiving
the St Peter and St Paul Newsletter, please ask them to
email me. I do not have a comprehensive email list for the
church, so I am relying on you sharing with others about
this newsletter to expand its reach and ensure all are kept
up to date with what is going on at St Peter and St Paul.
Thank you.
Revd Charlie

CONTACT US

Revd Charlie Lloyd-Evans
Priest-in-Charge
Day off is Monday

Email:- revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com
Phone 01322 383160

Revd Bart Woodhouse

mailto:revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com
mailto:revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com


Curate
Day off is Friday

Email :- revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com
Phone 07383 334378

Church Wardens
Steve Groves

Email:- swgroves1@btinternet.com
Phone 01322 384184

Office Administrator
Jen White

Email:-admin@swanscombechurch.co.uk
Phone 07927 546172

Normal Office Hours are Monday 11am-2pm and Tuesday 9am - 1pm.

 

If you would like to make a donation to the ongoing mission and ministry of St
Peter and St Paul, Swanscombe,  you can do so by clicking this button, which
will take you to a payment portal. Thank you for your continued support of the

church.
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