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St Peter and St Paul Newsletter

19th October 2025
Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

10am Holy Communion
Leading, Preaching & Presiding : 

Rev Jean

Readings
Genesis 32:22-31
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

Luke 18:1-8
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Reflection By Mandy

 
Recently I went to see a production of Jesus Christ, Superstar, (the Andrew

LLoyd Webber and Tim Rice musical), performed by DAODs (Dartford Amateur
Operatic Dramatic Society). I had seen it before, and both times it was well

done, but both times I left feeling a sense of disappointment.
 

The storyline follows the Passion of Christ, from the last Supper to the
Crucifixion. There are some references to his teachings on the Mount but the

focus is more on the humanity of Jesus, seeming to depict him as confused and
conflicted about his purpose here on earth. It was at the end that I realised why
I was disappointed (spoiler alert here if you haven’t seen it)… it ends with Jesus

Crucifixion. No mention of what happened to the disciples (other than Judas
who kills himself), no mention of the Resurrection. My immediate reaction was

one of disappointment, why not show the Resurrection – Jesus ultimate triumph
over sin and death and the revelation of God’s sacrificial love in human form?

Why not make the point that Jesus, innocent and sinless, paid the ultimate
sacrifice for us?

 
But then I got thinking that perhaps I am looking at this from the perspective of

already knowing who Jesus is. Like having read the book before seeing the
film!

 
What message is being given to those who see it for the first time, or even

many times, who don’t know who Jesus really is?
 

They see a man who has appears to have a purpose, who has gathered
followers by his teachings about God and heaven and love for all people, and

who has been healing many people who in those days would have been
untouchables, and telling everyone who will listen that God loves them.

But by this point he is coming face to face with the ultimate truth of his mission
and how hard and difficult it will be – to be able to show God’s love in a

meaningful way to all mankind, something has to be done about the obvious
gap that appears between God and man (us) when man is not worthy of

receiving the love and life that God promises. A price has to be paid to make it



right.
 

The musical highlights the humanity of Jesus at this point – all of which we see
played out in the various Gethsemane scenes in the gospels. In Jesus we see

fear, anguish, deep pain at the thought of what is to come – even an
unwillingness, a request to “remove this cup from me”. But ultimately Jesus

finds the strength and courage to stand up and walk into what he knows will be
the worst things any human could go through. These are all human feelings

and reactions that we can relate to.
 

Jesus Christ Superstar invites us to see Jesus not as a distant, untouchable
figure, but as a man who knows fear, exhaustion, and loneliness. In His
struggle, especially in Gethsemane, we glimpse the deep mystery of the

Incarnation—God choosing to share our human weakness. His prayer, “Thy will
be done,” is not spoken from strength but from trembling surrender, showing us

that faith often means trusting amid confusion.
Even Judas’ torment reminds us how easily love can turn to misunderstanding,
and how God’s mercy still reaches into our broken motives. Though the musical

ends with the Cross, it leaves a holy silence—a space to ask the questions,
Why did this happen? and Who is Jesus for me? It is in the answers, that

revelation that leads to faith begins.

 to gather others around him who will come to know God as their loving Father.
To teach them and encourage them and empower them to carry on his mission,

and to be able and willing to devote their lives to spreading the good news of
the Kingdom of God on earth.

 

Services



Our next Monthly All-Age Service
is Sunday, 26th October

 



CHURCH NEWS





Please do book either using the email on
the flyer or through Jen in the office if you

are planning on attending either
Safeguarding training evening.













'Friends of St Peter & St Paul'
For more information, see the leaflets in Church or contact Revd

Charlie, the Church warden or the Administrator. 



 UPCOMING EVENTS





Sunday 19th October 2025





Dates for your Diary

Sunday 7th December 6pm
Star Service 

The events team are after donations for the Christmas Fayre;



Wrapped chocolate bars like Mars, 4 finger KitKats, Twix, Bounty
etc.

 

They are also asking for donations of bottles and Christmas items
for children and adults for our raffles and tombola.

Any and all help is really appreciated.

REGULAR EVENTS in the Church Centre

Next meeting - 2nd December 2025

There is no meeting in November due to the Church Centre
windows being replaced.



Next meeting 7th November 2025



Next meeting Tuesday 11th November 2025



Next meeting on Sunday 2nd November



COMMUNITY INFORMATION



ACTIVITIES at ST MARY GREENHITHE

WEEKLY

Sticky Fingers
Every Tuesday 9.30am-11.30am (during term time)

Toddler group suitable from birth to 4 years. 



Follow us on Facebook SMG Family Ministry
 

Seniors Afternoon Tea
Every Tuesday 2pm -4pm.

Everyone is welcome to come along for an afternoon of meeting
and making friends and conversation.

 Community Café.
 Every Wednesday 9am-1pm. Do come and join us.

For more information see the St Mary Greenhithe Facebook Page
 

Monthly Coffee Morning
with crafts, Bike repairs and Edible Ebbsfleet planting

3rd Saturday of the month.
9.30-11.30am

 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryGreenhithe






 
MCK Food Banks

We really appreciate your support of the MCK food banks and are very
grateful for all the donations we receive.

Please do not donate pasta at the current time as we have a huge excess.

Thank you xx
 

FUNDRAISING IDEAS

Current MCK Newsletter

Rochester Diocese Vacancies

https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/aadd16fd-b888-3365-d3e2-45e0d100a985/Newsletter_June_2025_MCK.01.pptx
https://rochester.anglican.org/xdb/vacancies


Or donate here

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/swanscombe-st-peter-w-st-paul-dartford/


HELP US RAISE MORE FUNDS FOR
CHURCH - we raised £20.75 with the
last batch of cartridges. Thank you.

If you have a printer at home or at work
and don’t know what to do with the

used cartridges, please drop them in
the box in the Church Centre and we
can receive up to £2 per cartridge. 

Only print cartridges though no laser or
toner cartridges. Thank you to

everyone who donated. 

   We are an Eco-Church
  Silver Award Winner!!

 

The overall aim of the Eco
Church award scheme is to

celebrate the ways that church
communities have been

engaging with caring for the
earth as a key part of our

Christian faith.
Have a chat with Steve,

Helen, Charlie or Gareth to



find out more.

NEWSLETTER- SHARE THE NEWS

If you know of others who would be interested in receiving
the St Peter and St Paul Newsletter, please ask them to
email me. I do not have a comprehensive email list for the
church, so I am relying on you sharing with others about
this newsletter to expand its reach and ensure all are kept
up to date with what is going on at St Peter and St Paul.
Thank you.
Revd Charlie

CONTACT US

Revd Charlie Lloyd-Evans
Priest-in-Charge
Day off is Monday

Email:- revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com
Phone 01322 383160

Revd Bart Woodhouse
Curate

Day off is Friday
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Email :- revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com
Phone 07383 334378

Church Wardens
Steve Groves

Email:- swgroves1@btinternet.com
Phone 01322 384184

Office Administrator
Jen White

Email:-admin@swanscombechurch.co.uk
Phone 07927 546172

Normal Office Hours are Monday 11am-2pm and Tuesday 9am - 1pm.

 

If you would like to make a donation to the ongoing mission and ministry of St
Peter and St Paul, Swanscombe,  you can do so by clicking this button, which
will take you to a payment portal. Thank you for your continued support of the

church.
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