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Elham Valley Group Newsletter – 2nd November 2025
“Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all”
Find us online : www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk OR www.achurchnearyou.com
This week’s services : 4th Sunday before Advent – All Souls
Saturday 1st Nov. 3pm - All Saints Day Service – All Saints, Stanford
Sunday 2nd Nov. 
8am – Said Eucharist - St Mary the Virgin, Elham
9.30am – Eucharist – St Mary the Virgin, Elham
9.30am – Eucharist  – St Martin, Acrise
10am – WoW -  St Mary & St Ethelburga, Lyminge
11.15am – Eucharist – St Mary Magdalene, Denton
3pm – Commem. of our Faithful Departed - St Mary the Virgin, Elham
4pm – Evensong – St Oswald, Paddlesworth
Tuesday 8.30am - Morning Prayer- St Mary the Virgin, Elham

	The Collect: 
Almighty and eternal God, you have kindled the flame of love in the hearts of the saints: grant to us the same faith and power of love, that, as we rejoice in their triumphs, we may be sustained by their example and fellowship; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
	Post Communion Prayer:  
Lord of heaven, in this eucharist you have brought us near to an innumerable company of angels and to the spirits of the saints made perfect: as in this food of our earthly pilgrimage we have shared their fellowship,
so may we come to share their joy in heaven;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

	Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 1:10-18
Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah! 11 What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord;
I have had enough of burnt-offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats. 12 When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand? Trample my courts no more; 13 bringing offerings is futile;
incense is an abomination to me. New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation—
I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. 14 Your new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, I am weary of bearing them.
15 When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood. 16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil,
17 learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 18 Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.

	Gospel Reading:  Luke 19:1-10
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.’ 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.’ 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.’ 9 Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.’

	Please Pray for Robin Mackonochie, Mark, Tom, Millie Collins, Jill Fitch, Joseph, Poppy Allard, John Meers, Michael Kirk, Alice Mills, Martyn Bowles, Claire Laker.
Please contact the Benefice Administrator Alison Dale 07985025381 or beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  to add people to the prayers.
Please pray for the departed, and those for whom an anniversary of death falls at this time, Mary Robinson, Peter Vincent, Mavis Hodson, Lilian Bungard, Jacqueline Nonis and Eliot Gower.

	 To arrange for Funerals, Thanksgivings, Blessings, Renewal of Vows and all other services please contact the Rector – revcarolbates@gmail.com   0777 239 4855
For Baptisms and Weddings please contact the Benefice Administrator -beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  07985025381


Parish Notices:  
Baptisms:  
Louisa & Frederikas Fox – 2nd Nov. 11.45am - Lyminge
Teddy Chandler-Gibson – 16th Nov. 9.30am – Elham
Internment of Ashes: June Boughton – 8th Nov. 1pm - Lyminge
Benefice Notices: see website for full details or contact Benefice Admin (above).
Benefice All Saints Day Service – 1st Nov. 3pm – Stanford. 
Commemoration of our Faithful Departed – 2nd Nov. 3pm – Elham. 
Christmas Fair – 29th Nov. 10am-2pm – Elham Village Hall. Ring 01303 892364 to book a table
Advent Bible Study
On the 6th, 13th and 20th Dec. there will be a three week Advent bible study open to all. The theme will be the differences between the two Gospel narratives of the Nativity story. The sessions will be between 10.30am and noon, and held at my home in Hawkinge. I can seat between 8-10 people for comfort. Therefore I would be grateful if anyone would flag up their intention to attend. I can then let them have my address. Tel: 07503 290552 or email sharonpaine10@aol.com.  I will produce a flyer nearer the time to advertise.  If it appears the Saturday mornings are over-subscribed, I will consider offering an additional weekday slot. 
Rev. Sharon Paine
Cantores Christmas Concert – 13th Dec. 7pm - Lyminge
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