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Description automatically generated]	   A warm welcome to all                 
 November 2025
	Letter from the Rector

	November is the month when the Church remembers and gives thanks. It is the time when we remember those who have died, who have shaped our lives and who we continue to miss.  It is a month when we remember all those who served our country, not just in the armed forces, but in reserved occupations, on the land, in the mines and across a myriad of occupations.  

This year we are also giving thanks for our amazing planet and the whole of creation with special services on 16th November at both churches.  As Christians we believe that our planet and the universe is a gift.  Not a gift that we can use, play with and then discard, but a gift with which we are firmly intertwined.  It is a gift that God is constantly renewing and that God invites us to be stewards of.  Whatever you think about climate change and the current environmental challenges, I think we can all agree that we are privileged to live in an amazing part of the world and have a duty to care for it as best we can.

You may have noticed that both churches have been working to make our church graveyards places that are good for wildlife as well as for human beings.  In addition both PCCs have been reflecting on the choices we make and how they may impact on the planet and social cohesion.  St Cuthbert’s has joined ‘Eco Church:’ a learning community of churches of all shapes and sizes and denominations, encouraging us to explore what action we can take to care for God's earth, and St Thomas’ are considering doing so. 

This is not an easy topic and not everyone will agree on the steps we need to take, but what I hope we can all agree on is that our world is an amazing place, full of awe and wonder, that deserves our care and our respect. Come along on 16th November to one of our services and find out more.	Susan

Sunday 2nd November Confirmation at St Thomas’ Lydiate
Please pray for our 16 candidates and Bishop Ruth
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Every Tuesday 8.45am to 11.30am (approx.) St Cuthbert’s Church, choir vestry
Come and chat, have a brew, ponder life and if you want to bring your own craft to make. 
Meet old friends and make some new ones; take the opportunity to have a moment in church. 
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Thoughtful Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm in the Millenium Centre…          
Prayer meeting for the United Benefice – 11th November
Free Talk with raffle & refreshments – 18th November, ‘The man who shod horses’ a talk by Martin Jones
Christian Chatter – 25th November
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Tuesdays during term time, St Thomas’ Parent and Toddlers, 10.30am -12 midday. 
Is moving back to the Millenium Centre from 11th November  
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Every Wednesday 12.30 – 2.30pm (approximately), St Thomas’ warm welcome
A simple lunch followed by time to chat or simply be. All welcome.
Sunday 16th November
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Have you noticed how amazing and biodiverse our graveyards are looking, thanks to our wonderful volunteers?  
In our Sunday Services on 16th November we will be thinking about what it means to be an Eco Church.
Later we celebrate with ‘Songs of Love’ by David Massam and friends, including St Thomas’ school choir
4pm St Thomas’ Lydiate.  Tickets £10 from church or St Thomas’ School.  
Money raised to go to Bebe’s Hive and St Thomas’ school prayer garden 

Regular services every Sunday:
St Cuthbert’s
9.30am.  Holy Communion 
(1st & 3rd Sundays, Book of Common Prayer)

In term time, alongside the main service: 
1st Sunday, Church Without Walls 
3rd Sunday, Messy Church



St. Thomas’s
8.00am.  Said Holy Communion 
(Book of Common Prayer)

11.00am Parish Eucharist with hymns
In term time:
2nd Sun, Parade Service with Scouts & Guides
4th Sunday, All-age service














Regular midweek services:
Wednesdays	11am		St Thomas’s, Said Holy Communion
Thursdays	9.15 am	St Cuthbert’s, Said Morning Prayer
		1.30 pm	St Cuthbert’s, Said Holy Communion with prayers for healing 
except on Thursday 6th November when both services are  cancelled



	

	

	
Looking Further ahead
 

	


Special services this month:
Saturday 1st Nov (Memorial services for All Souls-tide)	
4pm	St Thomas’ said CW communion with reading of the names of the departed
7pm 	St Cuthbert’s Service of Light with reading of the names of the departed
Please let the parish office know the names of loved ones to be remembered in that service or write the name legibly on the list at the back of either church. All names will be read at both churches.

Sunday 2nd November - Fourth Sunday before Advent
[bookmark: _Hlk210830303]8.00am 		St Thomas’ 	BCP Holy Communion
9.30am			St Cuthbert’s 	CW Eucharist 
No eleven o’clock service at St Thomas’
4.00pm	St Thomas’ 	United Confirmation Service with Rt Revd Ruth Worsley

Sunday 9th November Remembrance (note different start times)
[bookmark: _Hlk210830449]8.00am 		St Thomas’ 	BCP Holy Communion
10.30 am 		St Cuthbert’s 	Civic Service
10.45am 		St Thomas’ 	Church Parade and Civic Service
Sunday 30th November First Sunday of Advent  (fifth Sunday of the month - note start time)
8.00am 		St Thomas’ 	BCP Holy Communion
10.30am 		St Thomas’ 	Joint service for the Benefice
4.00pm			St Michael’s Aughton, Advent Carol Service with choirs from across the deanery
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Pick up a leaflet about Advent and Christmas Services and give them to friends and family. 
There is something for everyone.

Christmas flowers and Christmas tree lights
As in previous years at St Thomas’ the altar will be decorated with Carnations and the Christmas tree lights will be sponsored at St Cuthbert’s, in memory of those we wish to remember at this Christmas time.  If you wish to have any names listed, please ensure you have sent in their name and donation by the 
14th December. Leaflets and envelopes at the back of both churches.
Monthly newsletter for St Thomas’ Lydiate and Downholland and St Cuthbert's Halsall
Parish Administrator David Coffey.  Office hours usually  Monday and Tuesday mornings. 0151-526-2292 admin@st-thomas-lydiate.co.uk
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