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As the nights ‘draw in’ and we career towards Autumn I am sure many of us are 
wondering just where our summer has gone or was it here at all.  The school year has the 
ability to keep us on track especially during the difficult times. Every season of the year 
has its joys and its challenges. But God has ordained them all for the benefit of His 
creation. Every season of the year is important. The earth needs the spring rains and 
gentle sun as tender plants germinate. It needs the chill of autumn as growth cycles are 
completed and harvests are brought in. Creation needs winter so that it might rest and 
replenish from the snows. And then there is summer – when the heat of the day and the 
labour of many are most intensive, so that growth can take place .We have been blessed 
with plenty of sunshine this year and for a novice tomato grower like me it seems to have 
taken a long time for my plants to finally produce some red tomatoes (lots of green ones 
I am pleased to say) however you will be pleased to hear they are turning red. Growing 
our own fruit and vegetables has become a very popular trend and can be very 
rewarding. I have had great success with my ‘mini munchies’ cucumbers, much to our 
Sophie’s delight as she loves cucumber, the little ones fit into her lunch box quite nicely.  
It was a very different story for our grandfathers who lived in a war-torn Britain where 
fresh fruit and vegetables were scarce. The food they grew was no luxury it was essential 
to feed the family and if they had a poor crop, it meant there would be no food on the 
table.  As we move towards Autumn and the crops are gathered in it is time to give 
something back to those in our communities who need it the most - whether that be 
people on a low income, the elderly, or those without a home, this is our opportunity to 
share what we have produced. We celebrate our Harvest Festival and give thanks for all 
that is good in our land and thank the Lord for helping the farmers during what can be a 
difficult time. 

The traditional start of the autumn season takes place on the 3rd October occurring on 
the Sunday nearest to the appearance of the harvest moon. So, it’s just about time to get 
out our pumpkins, but for a moment lets us just sit down and enjoy the fading days of 
summer and the beautiful Autumn colours and savour all that the Lord has provided. 
 

Parish Office: stjohnswhorltonchurchoffice@gmail.com or 0191 271 2992 
St John’s Church, Whorlton Communications: stjohnswhorlton1866@gmail.com 
Website: www.stjohnswhorlton.co.uk Facebook: St John’s Church, Whorlton, Westerhope 
 



  

DIARY DATES 
12 noon, Sun. 5th Oct.: Harvest Lunch 
2-4pm, Sat. 22nd Nov.: Christmas Fayre 
6:30pm, Sun. 14th Dec.: Carol Service 
 
Mothers’ Union meets on first Monday of the month at 2pm in the Hall. 
The Women’s Group meets 8pm, first Tuesday of the month at The Chapel Park. 
Writing Group generally meets on the first Friday of the month at 2pm, venue TBC. 
Men’s Breakfast meets at Dobbies at 10am on the first Saturday of the month. 
Messy Church is at 3pm on the first Sunday of the month in the Hall. 

HALL BOOKINGS 
We’re open to taking new 
bookings: do get in touch 
with the parish office for 
details or with any 
enquiries (whether for a 
regular booking or one-off 
event): 0191 271 2992. 
 

Big Sing Save the Dates: Big Christmas Sing: 29/11/25; Big Easter Sing: 11/04/26. 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AND BIBLE READINGS FOR THE MONTH 
Trinity 16, 5th October  Lamentations 1: 1-6; 2 Timothy 1; 1-14; Luke 17: 5-10 
Trinity 17, 12th October Jeremiah 29: 1,4-7; Timothy 2: 8-15; Luke 17: 11-19 
Trinity 18, 19th October Jeremiah 31; 27-34; 2 Timothy 3: 14-45; Luke 18: 1-8 
Trinity 19, 26th October Joel 2: 23-end; 2 Timothy 4: 6-8,16-18; Luke 18: 9-14 

Harvest: Donations for the People's Kitchen can be brought on the 5th October to coincide 
with the Harvest Service and Harvest Lunch. The lunch will be for Christian Aid – suggested 
donation £5. 
 
Friday Bible Study: following the break over the summer please speak to Rev’d Bob if you 
are interested in joining this group and a restart date will be determined. 
 
Defibrillator fundraising - target £3700 
We are aiming to install a defibrillator in the car park at St John’s church. The defibrillator 
will accessible from Stamfordham Road and be available to all who require assistance in the 
event of a cardiac emergency. We have created a just giving page to allow organisations and 
individuals to donate.  https://www.aeddonate.org.uk/projects/25-072   
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It was a very different story for our grandfathers who lived in a war-torn Britain where 
fresh fruit and vegetables were scarce. The food they grew was no luxury it was essential 
to feed the family and if they had a poor crop, it meant there would be no food on the 
table.  As we move towards Autumn and the crops are gathered in it is time to give 
something back to those in our communities who need it the most - whether that be 
people on a low income, the elderly, or those without a home, this is our opportunity to 
share what we have produced. We celebrate our Harvest Festival and give thanks for all 
that is good in our land and thank the Lord for helping the farmers during what can be a 
difficult time. 

The traditional start of the autumn season takes place on the 3rd October occurring on 
the Sunday nearest to the appearance of the harvest moon. So, it’s just about time to get 
out our pumpkins, but for a moment lets us just sit down and enjoy the fading days of 
summer and the beautiful Autumn colours and savour all that the Lord has provided. 
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DIARY DATES 
12 noon, Sun. 5th Oct.: Harvest Lunch 
2-4pm, Sat. 22nd Nov.: Christmas Fayre 
6:30pm, Sun. 14th Dec.: Carol Service 
 
Mothers’ Union meets on first Monday of the month at 2pm in the Hall. 
The Women’s Group meets 8pm, first Tuesday of the month at The Chapel Park. 
Writing Group generally meets on the first Friday of the month at 2pm, venue TBC. 
Men’s Breakfast meets at Dobbies at 10am on the first Saturday of the month. 
Messy Church is at 3pm on the first Sunday of the month in the Hall. 

HALL BOOKINGS 
We’re open to taking new 
bookings: do get in touch 
with the parish office for 
details or with any 
enquiries (whether for a 
regular booking or one-off 
event): 0191 271 2992. 
 

Big Sing Save the Dates: Big Christmas Sing: 29/11/25; Big Easter Sing: 11/04/26. 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AND BIBLE READINGS FOR THE MONTH 
Trinity 16, 5th October  Lamentations 1: 1-6; 2 Timothy 1; 1-14; Luke 17: 5-10 
Trinity 17, 12th October Jeremiah 29: 1,4-7; Timothy 2: 8-15; Luke 17: 11-19 
Trinity 18, 19th October Jeremiah 31; 27-34; 2 Timothy 3: 14-45; Luke 18: 1-8 
Trinity 19, 26th October Joel 2: 23-end; 2 Timothy 4: 6-8,16-18; Luke 18: 9-14 

Harvest: Donations for the People's Kitchen can be brought on the 5th October to coincide 
with the Harvest Service and Harvest Lunch. The lunch will be for Christian Aid – suggested 
donation £5. 
 
Friday Bible Study: following the break over the summer please speak to Rev’d Bob if you 
are interested in joining this group and a restart date will be determined. 
 
Defibrillator fundraising - target £3700 
We are aiming to install a defibrillator in the car park at St John’s church. The defibrillator 
will accessible from Stamfordham Road and be available to all who require assistance in the 
event of a cardiac emergency. We have created a just giving page to allow organisations and 
individuals to donate.  https://www.aeddonate.org.uk/projects/25-072   
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