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Description automatically generated]Next collection will be October 29th    please leave donations in narthex.
[image: A picture containing clipart, vector graphics

Description automatically generated]SMM is a designated collection point for Small Electrical Items’. recycling box is in the narthex for items: radios, remote controls, sat navs, freeview box, phones, irons, digital cameras etc 

[image: A person in a blue dress

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]What if Jane Austen sang hymns?
Rev Canon Rosalind Brown is to give a short talk on November 3rd at SMM at 2.00 – 3.00pm – everyone invited. Flyers are at in the Narthex.

[image: A blue and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The next Mothers Union meeting will be on 20th October where the focus is on planning 2026 programme and sharing   
              favourite poems.

[image: A close-up of a candle

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]All Souls Service is Nov 2nd at 6pm at SMM. There is a book of remembrance in the Narthex for those who would like to remember particular people. Please write in their names and this will be laid on the altar during the service so we can remember those loved ones who have died. There are also invitations to the service in the Narthex. Please take one and pass it on to someone who may like to attend.

[image: ]Pittington Brass Band Concert. Sunday 2nd November 2.00-4.00 pm. Tea/coffee in interval. Donations in aid of Church building fund.

Belmont Parish Hall are hosting ‘The Cardiac Dodgers’ – music and songs from 1050’s -2000’s on Saturday 15th November at 7.00pm. Tickets £10 inc. pie and peas supper. Tickets from parish Hall office 0191 3848348.

[image: church leadership clipart 20 free Cliparts | Download images on ...]Reminder: The licensing service for Rev John Estall is to be held at SMM at 11.00 am on Sunday 16th  November. This will be followed by a faith lunch in the parish hall to welcome John and his family. A sign-up sheet for food will be out nearer the time in both churches.

From our Parish weekly prayer cycle: 
The PCC Secretary; Dragonville Industrial
Estate and Durham City Retail Park; Sherburn Hill Salvation Army; residents of Front Street, Bedale Close, Sharp Crescent, Magdalene Avenue, Fir Tree Close, Rosedale Road, Belmont.
The Benefice of
St Mary Magdalene, Belmont &
St Laurence, Pittington

[image: 47 best Elisha images on Pinterest | Bible stories, Bible art and History]
Trinity 18
October 19th  2025

Collect: God our judge and saviour, teach us to be open to your truth and to trust in your love, that we may live each day with confidence in the salvation which is given through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Hymns: 131 Disposer Supreme; 315 In heav’nly love abiding; 403 Lord for the years;  77 Breathe on me; 244 Hail to the Lord’s anointed; 418 Lord thy word abideth; 612 Tell out my soul.

Bible Readings:
Readings: Genesis 32:22-31 (also for BCP)
	        2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
Gospel Reading: Luke 18:1-8

Upcoming services                          
w/b Sunday 19th October
9.00 am    Holy Communion BCP             SMM
9.30 am    Holy Communion	            SL
10.30 am  Holy Communion                     SMM
12.15 pm  Baptism of Tommy Brown       SMM
Wed 10.00am Holy Communion               SMM
Thur 10 -11am Open Church	            SL
Sat 10-12pm  Orthodox Mass                   SMM

w/b Sunday 26th October
9.00 am    Holy Communion BCP             SMM
9.30 am    Holy Communion	            SL
10.30 am  Holy Communion                     SMM
Wed 10.00am Holy Communion               SMM
Thur 10 -11am Open Church	            SL


Genesis 32:22-31 Jacob wrestles with God
22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 
25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, ‘Let me go, for it is daybreak.’ But Jacob replied, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.’
27 The man asked him, ‘What is your name?’ ‘Jacob,’ he answered.
28 Then the man said, ‘Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.’
29 Jacob said, ‘Please tell me your name.’
But he replied, ‘Why do you ask my name?’ Then he blessed him there.
30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared.’
31 The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip.

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather round them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.

Luke 18:1-8  The parable of the persistent widow
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2 He said: ‘In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, “Grant me justice against my adversary.”
4 ‘For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, “Even though I don’t fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!”’
6 And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’

[image: 12,400+ Praying Hands Stock Illustrations, Royalty-Free Vector Graphics &  Clip Art - iStock | Prayer, Praying hands icon, Praying hands vector]For our prayers this week:               Pray for those who are unwell or asked for our prayers: Jean Dennison, Andrew Dover, Sylvia Dawson, Mike Jackson, Anne Johnson (P’ton), George Kitching, Trevor Uren, Alfie Walton, Geoffrey Winter. Those who have been bereaved:- the family of Margaret Robson, the family of Dorothy Dick.
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