
View this email in your browser

St Peter and St Paul Newsletter

14th September 2025
Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

10am Holy Communion
Leading & Presiding: 

Revd Charlie
Preaching & Baptizing:

Revd Bart

Readings
 Exodus 32:7-14

1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10
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Reflection by Revd Bart

Some Reflections on Creation Care this Harvest Season
As followers of Christ, we are called to love God with all our heart, soul, mind,
and strength, and to love our neighbour as ourselves. This love is not confined
to our relationships with other people. It extends to the whole created order, the

earth that God declared “very good” in Genesis, and this included the varied
and complex weave of creation where everything works together in an ordered
beauty that reflects God’s intention and glory (Psalm 19).  In our modern world,
where the natural world is under unprecedented strain, caring for creation is not

just a good idea — it is a very real part of Christian discipleship.
One voice that has been drawing attention to this in recent years is the writer
and activist Paul Kingsnorth (quite a character but worth a read!). Formerly a
prominent environmental campaigner and co-founder of the Dark Mountain

Project, Kingsnorth has wrestled deeply with what it means to respond faithfully
to the ecological crises of our time. Through his journey of trying to discover

spiritual meaning, which involved some time as a Buddhist and then a pagan,
he eventually gave up on these and after an encounter with Christ in a cave in
southern Ireland he dramatically turned to the Christian faith, and as such his

reflections have a striking prophetic resonance for us as a church.
Kingsnorth reminds us that creation is not a mere “resource” to be managed but

a sacred gift to be revered. He writes about the dangers of seeing the world
purely in terms of utility — what we can extract, produce, or consume. This

mindset, he argues, has led us to strip-mine not only the earth’s soil and forests
but also our own souls of their worth and meaning as God’s children. When we

forget that the world is a gift, we fall into idolatry — worshipping growth,
consumption, and technological power rather than the Creator.

This insight is profoundly biblical. Psalm 24 declares, “The earth is the Lord’s,
and everything in it.” Our role is not that of owners but of stewards, caretakers
entrusted with God’s good world. In Genesis, humanity is placed in the garden
“to work it and take care of it.” This is not an invitation to exploit but a command
to serve. Creation care, then, is not an optional “green hobby” for a few, it is at

the heart of our vocation as God’s people. What does this mean for us
practically as a church community? It begins with cultivating a spirit of gratitude.
When we thank God for the rain, the harvest, and the beauty of a sunrise, we

remember that all of life is gift. Gratitude opens the door to responsibility — we



cannot thank God for creation and then treat it carelessly.
It also calls us to make choices that reflect God’s heart for justice.

Environmental harm often impacts the poor most severely, with polluted water,
rising food prices, and extreme weather striking hardest at those with the least
protection. Caring for creation is therefore an act of loving our neighbours, near

and far. Kingsnorth has warned that we cannot save the world by the same
mindset that has damaged it, endless growth and domination. Instead, he calls
for humility, slowness, and a return to the sacred as discovered in the truth of
the Bible and Jesus Christ. As Christians, we recognize this as repentance:
turning away from ways that harm creation and turning toward Christ, who
reconciles “all things, whether on earth or in heaven” (Colossians 1:20).

This season of harvest let us worship God with renewed awe for the world He
has made, remembering that caring for creation is caring for the place where

His glory dwells. Together, may we learn to walk gently on the earth, honouring
the Creator by cherishing His creation.

 

Services

Our next Monthly All-Age Service is
 Sunday, 28th September

 



CHURCH NEWS





'Friends of St Peter & St Paul'
For more information, see the leaflets in Church or contact Revd

Charlie, the Church warden or the Administrator. 



 UPCOMING EVENTS







Sunday 21st September 2025





REGULAR EVENTS in the Church Centre

Next meeting - 7th October 2025



Next meeting 3rd October 2025



Next meeting Tuesday 14th October 2025



Next meeting on Sunday 7th September at
6.30pm for a BBQ



COMMUNITY INFORMATION

ACTIVITIES at ST MARY GREENHITHE

WEEKLY

Sticky Fingers
Every Tuesday 9.30am-11.30am (during term time)

Toddler group suitable from birth to 4 years. 
Follow us on Facebook SMG Family Ministry

 

Seniors Afternoon Tea
Every Tuesday 2pm -4pm.



Everyone is welcome to come along for an afternoon of meeting
and making friends and conversation.

 Community Café.
 Every Wednesday 9am-1pm. Do come and join us.

For more information see the St Mary Greenhithe Facebook Page
 

Monthly Coffee Morning
with crafts, Bike repairs and Edible Ebbsfleet planting

3rd Saturday of the month.
9.30-11.30am

 

 
MCK Food Banks

We really appreciate your support of the MCK food banks and are very
grateful for all the donations we receive.

We are currently short of Tinned vegetables.
Please do not donate pasta at the current time as we have a huge excess.

Current MCK Newsletter

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryGreenhithe
https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/aadd16fd-b888-3365-d3e2-45e0d100a985/Newsletter_June_2025_MCK.01.pptx


Thank you xx
 

Rochester Diocese Vacancies

https://rochester.anglican.org/xdb/vacancies


FUNDRAISING IDEAS



Or donate here

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/swanscombe-st-peter-w-st-paul-dartford/


HELP US RAISE MORE FUNDS FOR
CHURCH - we raised £20.75 with the
last batch of cartridges. Thank you.

If you have a printer at home or at work
and don’t know what to do with the

used cartridges, please drop them in
the box in the Church Centre and we
can receive up to £2 per cartridge. 

Only print cartridges though no laser or
toner cartridges. Thank you to

everyone who donated. 

   We are an Eco-Church
  Silver Award Winner!!

 

The overall aim of the Eco
Church award scheme is to

celebrate the ways that church
communities have been

engaging with caring for the
earth as a key part of our

Christian faith.
Have a chat with Steve,

Helen, Charlie or Gareth to



find out more.

NEWSLETTER- SHARE THE NEWS

If you know of others who would be interested in receiving
the St Peter and St Paul Newsletter, please ask them to
email me. I do not have a comprehensive email list for the
church, so I am relying on you sharing with others about
this newsletter to expand its reach and ensure all are kept
up to date with what is going on at St Peter and St Paul.
Thank you.
Revd Charlie

CONTACT US

Revd Charlie Lloyd-Evans
Priest-in-Charge
Day off is Monday

Email:- revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com
Phone 01322 383160

Revd Bart Woodhouse
Curate

Day off is Friday
Email :- revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com
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Phone 07383 334378

Church Wardens
Steve Groves

Email:- swgroves1@btinternet.com
Phone 01322 384184

Office Administrator
Jen White

Email:-admin@swanscombechurch.co.uk
Phone 07927 546172

Normal Office Hours are Monday 11am-2pm and Tuesday 9am - 1pm.

 

If you would like to make a donation to the ongoing mission and ministry of St
Peter and St Paul, Swanscombe,  you can do so by clicking this button, which
will take you to a payment portal. Thank you for your continued support of the

church.
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