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The Wykeham Benefice Pewsheet
St Matthew Sunday 21** September 2025

Collect

O Almighty God, whose blessed Son called Matthew the tax collector to be an apostle and evangelist: give us
grace to forsake the selfish pursuit of gain and the possessive love of riches that we may follow in the way of
your Son Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Proverbs 3.13-18

Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding, for her income is better than silver, and
her revenue better than gold. She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her.
Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honour. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all
her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called

happy.

2 Corinthians 4.1-6

Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have
renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practise cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by
the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves
as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Matthew 9.9-13

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow
me.” And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-collectors and sinners
came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why
does your teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners? But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, “| desire mercy, not
sacrifice.” For | have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’

Post Communion Prayer

Almighty God, who on the day of Pentecost sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles with the wind from heaven
and in tongues of flame, filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel: by the power of the same
Spirit strengthen us to witness to your truth and to draw everyone to the fire of your love; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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For Prayer this week -

For all whose homes and livelihoods have been affected by adverse weather.
For all the retired ministers who kindly support worship in our benefice.
For all farmers gathering in or preparing to harvest.

The week ahead

Mon 22 9.00am Morning Prayer in Epwell
Tue 23 9.00am Morning Prayer in Tadmarton

10.00am Holy Communion in Tadmarton (Revd Emily Robottom-Scott)
Wed 24 9.00am Morning Prayer in Sibford

10.00am Holy Communion in Epwell (Revd Emily Robottom-Scott)
Thur 25 9.00am Morning Prayer in Broughton
Fri 26 9.00am Morning Prayer in Swalcliffe
Sat 27 9.00am Morning Prayer in Shutford

Next Sunday - 28" September 2025 - Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

9.30am Swalcliffe Holy Communion (Revd Canon John Tattersall)
9.45am Epwell Holy Communion (Revd Emily R-Scott)
I1.00am Sibford Harvest Festival (Revd Emily R-Scott)
I1.00am Tadmarton Holy Communion (Revd Canon John Tattersall)
4.00pm Broughton Harvest Festival (Revd Emily R-Scott)

6.00pm Shutford Harvest Festival (Revd Emily R-Scott)
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Pew Sheet for Harvest Festival

Harvest Festival Services:
21* September Swalcliffe 6.00pm

28" September Sibford [ 1.00am
Broughton  4.00pm
Shutford 6.00pm

[2* October Epwell 10.00am
Tadmarton  6.00pm

Collect

Creator God, you made the goodness of the land, the riches of the sea and the rhythm of the seasons; as we
thank you for the harvest, may we cherish and respect this planet and its peoples, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Deuteronomy 26.1-11

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you
possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from
the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the
Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time,
and say to him, “Today | declare to the Lord your God that | have come into the land that the Lord swore to
our ancestors to give us.” When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar
of the Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lord your God: ‘A wandering Aramean was
my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great
nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labour
on us, we cried to the Lord , the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our
toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with
a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this
land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord,
have given me.” You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God.
Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty
that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.

Revelation 14.14-18

Then | looked, and there was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one like the Son of Man, with a
golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand! Another angel came out of the temple, calling with a
loud voice to the one who sat on the cloud, ‘Use your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has come, because
the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.’ So the one who sat on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the
earth was reaped. Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. Then
another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over fire, and he called with a loud voice
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to him who had the sharp sickle, ‘Use your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for its
grapes are ripe.’

John 6.25-35

When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did you come here?’ Jesus
answered them, ‘Very truly, | tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate
your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life,
which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” Then they said to
him, ‘What must we do to perform the works of God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that
you believe in him whom he has sent.” So they said to him, ‘What sign are you going to give us then, so that
we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness; as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”” Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, |
tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true
bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’
They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’ Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to
me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

Post Communion Prayer

Lord of the harvest, with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation and have shared in the
bread and the wine of the kingdom: by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us and make
us generous and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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