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Sunday 3rd August – Seventh Sunday after Trinity
 
Welcome to St Mary's this morning
If you are visiting or here for the first time, we hope you feel at home, and please do make yourself known. Those of you with small children may wish to make use of the Children’s Corner during the service, if that is helpful for you. An offertory will be taken during which donations are invited for the work of the church. If you are able to use a Gift Aid envelope please do. There is a card reader, and further information about giving to St Mary’s, by the door where you came in. When we come to share communion please follow the stewards. Refreshments are served in the hall after the service.

Services this Sunday
8am	Eucharist, in Church and on Facebook
10am	Eucharist, in Church and on Zoom 
2pm	Baptism


Hymns								
Processional	474 Immortal, invisible, God only wise
Gradual	581 Take my life, and let it be
Offertory	386 Be thou my vision
Communion	309 Let all mortal flesh keep silence
	296 Draw nigh and take the body of the Lord
Final	423 Fight the good fight

Music	
Setting	The Addington Service, Shephard
Voluntary	Voluntary and Fugue in C, Handel
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Rota for Sunday 3rd August  
Welcomers		Pat Collin, Roti Tunis 	
Sidespeople		Bonnie West, Mike West
Servers 	 	  	Anne Crowther, Mike Franklin, Sue Austin, Sarah Walker
Readers			Roger Hawkins, Kath Kirby
Intercessor		Mike West
Lay Admin		Sue Austin, David Horner
Coffee			Daphne Footer, Jane Drysder  


For your Prayers
Any who are sick or suffering: Andrew Hanson, Howard Marshall
The housebound, among them: Sheila Brown, Hazel Bayford, Chris Skinner
Those who have died: Tony Dodds, Ron Kenway, Maureen Finn, Aarron Smart
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time: Harry Blackwell
In our Deanery: Hertingfordbury & St Andrews
From our Parish Prayer Cycle: Christian Churches in Ware, leaders and laity
Those that live in: The Hawthorns, The Hyde
Collect
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: graft in our hearts the love of your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of your great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading, Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23	
2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.
18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who come after me 19-and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labours under the sun, 21because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 

Second Reading, Colossians 3:1-11
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life.  8But now you must get rid of all such things - anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

Gospel Reading, Luke 12:13-21 
13Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.’ 14But he said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?’ 15And he said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.’ 16Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?” 18Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 20But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards God.’

Diary for the rest of this week
Monday – Thursday	9.15am Morning Prayer  
Monday – Thursday	5pm Evening Prayer
Sunday 3rd August		2pm Baptism
4.30pm Wedding rehearsal
Monday 4th August	11.30am Café
12.30pm Lunchtime Concert
2pm Board Games Café 
Wednesday 6th August	11am Eucharist
Thursday 7th August	1pm Wedding
Friday 8th August		4.15pm Handbell Ringing 
This diary includes just congregational services and major events/meetings.  For full details of the weekly diary please look at the Link Way and South Porch notices. 


Rota for Sunday 10th August  
Welcomers		Ann Sandford, Bonnie West 	
Sidespeople		John Budworth, Gillian Budworth
Servers 	 	  	Derek Day, Roti Tunis, Sarah Walker
Readers			Anne Crowther, Zara Kimber
Intercessor		Marie South
Lay Admin		Roti Tunis, Ian Little
Coffee			Daphne Footer, Mary Millett  


Notices

Board Games Café - Next meeting is Monday 4th August, 2-4.30pm.

Snowdrop House Summer Fete is being held on Wednesday 13th August, 12-4pm.  All welcome to browse the stalls, listen to live music and enjoy some BBQ food.

August Activities - Throughout August we will have some extra activities on offer, largely for children and families, although of course anyone can join in! This year our theme is 'All Creatures Great and Small' joining the Church of England's summer campaign: Celebrating animals in churches - wildlife, pets, and art. On Saturday 30th we will offer pet 'blessings' and thanksgivings! 

Bishop of St Albans' Open Garden - 2-acres to discover on specific dates in August. Please see posters giving details of times and dates, etc.

‘Afternoon Tea Together’ is being run by the Ware Christmas Together team on Saturday 30th August, 3-5pm at the Age Concern Riverside Hall.  Please see posters for full details on how to book or how you can help out.

Bike ‘n Hike will be happening on Sunday 13th September.  An opportunity to visit churches and chapels in Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire, whilst raising funds for St Mary’s!  More details to follow nearer the time on how you can take part or be a church welcomer. 

“Angels & Dragons” the music of myth and fantasy. A family concert given by Ware Brass on Sunday 28th September at 4pm. Tickets now on sale – see posters and flyers for details. Please take a poster to display if you are able to. 

Sunday 21st September Choral Evensong with former choristers.  Choir members from any era are invited to join the current choir for a service of Choral Evensong. There will be a practice at 3pm for the service at 5pm, followed by drinks reception. If you have ever sung with St Mary’s Choir, do sign up. If you know a former chorister, or several, please pass on the message and ask them to share too. To register interest, please email Norah Hickman on norah@henryhickman.com. 

Our choirs are recruiting adults of all voice parts.  If you are interested in joining or would like more information, please contact our Director of Music, Stephen Crookes, at music@stmarysware.co.uk.  Some knowledge of reading music will be useful, but is not essential.

Next Lunchtime Concerts 
Monday 4th August, Barbara Manning – Piano Recital
Thursday 21st August, Arwen Turner & Anna Le Hair – Violin & Piano Recital
Monday 1st September, Mezzacapo Ensemble – Guitar & Mandolin Recital























Contact Information
Vicar: Revd Ysmena Pentelow, vicar@stmarysware.co.uk 07423 812238 Usual day off Friday
Parish Office: Mel Pedder officestmarys@btinternet.com  01920 462539 (Tues/Wed AM)
Director of Music: Stephen Crookes email: music@stmarysware.co.uk 
Website:  www.stmarysware.co.uk. You can also find us on Facebook
image1.jpeg




