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WILSONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

(Ivan J Kirkham) 
 

48 Cinderhill Lane 
Scholar Green 
Stoke-on-Trent 

 

Tel: 01782-785937 

Please Support our          
Advertisers in Lawton Light 

We really appreciate the support 
of our advertisers in  the Lawton 
Light magazine. We produce 150 
hard copies and it has a 
readership locally of 2.5 times 
that. It is available on our 
website and also on a Church 
Near You—so it reaches the 
world!  
If you would like to advertise in 
Lawton Light please contact the 
editor Jane Baker on Telephone 
01270 876363 or email:  
editor@allsaintschurchlawton. 
co.uk  
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LAWTON LIGHT!    Who’s Who at All Saints’? 

Curate Rev Sis. Heather Kemball**                 Mob:07473 355646 

Lay Ministers Margaret Cruxton* Tel:01270 876366 

 Bev Boulton** Tel:01270 874491 

Church Wardens Jane Baker Tel:01270 876363 

 Bev Boulton Tel:01270 874491            

Dty. Church 
 Warden  

Paul Cruxton Tel:01270 876366 

PCC Secretary Helen Mottram Tel:01782782598           

Treasurer PCC Yvonne Banks Tel:01782 782571 

Messy Church Kirsty Hicks Tel:07463918857 

Lawton Light! Jane Baker Tel:01270 876363 

Musical Director Margaret Cruxton Tel:01270 876366 

**  Members of our team are very pleased to visit you in your home, to 
listen to you, talk with you, and pray with you. Nothing is too trivial, 
and nothing is beyond the reach of God's love and grace.  

 

All you have to do is pick up the telephone and call.  
 

We will be delighted to hear from you, and respond to your need.   
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September Letter 
 

Dear Friends, 
It’s funny how sometimes a book 
comes along that seems to exactly 
capture what people are feeling, 
but perhaps haven’t quite put it 
into the words. The Germans have 
a word for it – zeitgeist, which my 
online dictionary describes as the 
defining spirit or mood of a 
particular period of history as 
shown by the ideas and beliefs of 
the time.  
 

Why am I telling you all this? 
Our diocesan bishop, Mark 
Tanner, has recently written such 
a booklet called, appropriately 
enough, Sometimes, and we had a 
short piece about it in last 
month’s magazine on page 10. I 
have decided to write a little more 
about it because, as I have said, I 
think it encompasses what many 
people are thinking.  
 

Well-researched reports, together 
with experience on the ground, 
tell us that many people are 
finding their way into church, 
especially in the 16 – 24 year age 
range. They are looking for 
something, perhaps because it 
feels like there has to be more to 
life. 

 As the title page says this booklet 
is a little guide for the wanderers, 
the wonderers and the searching. 
Perhaps you know someone who 
might like a copy, perhaps you 
have a staff room at work where 
you could leave a copy, perhaps 
you’d like a copy yourself. We 
have free copies of this little 
booklet available in church, or if 
you live further afield and would 
like one, just let me know and I 
will organise that. 
 
I am very grateful to Bishop Mark 
and the illustrator for permission 
to reproduce the following 
images. 

                                       God bless, 
                                            Heather 

 
 

 
 

- 
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God’s whisper to me 
 

God whispered in my ear one day 
And said how it would be 
I shrugged and turned away and said 
“No way, You can’t mean me!” 

 

Next time it wasn’t a whisper 
He spoke quite loud and clear 
He had a job for me to do 
He said “have faith, don’t fear”. 

 

So I took the challenge offered 
But how should I begin? 
This task was much too big for me 
I had to trust in Him. 

 

When the problems overwhelmed 
me 
And I couldn’t see my way 
I’d put my faith and hope in Him 
Fall to my knees and pray. 

 

And my God, He never failed me 
Through good days and through bad 
He filled me with a courage 
I never knew I had. 

 

So if you feel God calling you 
Don’t doubt and answer “no” 
He knows the plans He has for you 
Step out in faith…and go! 

 

By Mallie Sharpe 
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 Meru’s Musings  
Remembered… 
 

A six-foot sculpture of a champagne 
bottle, cast in bronze and weighing 
over three tonnes, was to be 
installed as the centre piece of the 
‘Twilight Tinke Piano Bar’. The 
sculpture was so heavy it had to be 
picked up by a crane from outside 
the bar and hoisted in through the 
sky light. When the workman 
arrived, they came upon a problem; 
the bottle must be carried by the 
crane in slings that held it beneath 
its base. How were the burly removal 
men to put the centre piece in place, 
without getting the straps trapped? 
 

What happens every year at 8.15 pm 
in the Saloon bar of the Brown Rat in 
Inverness on November 31st ?. 
 

Oliver ordered a vodka and orange. 
And when it came it was half full of 
water. He didn’t complain to the 
barman, why not? 
 

Confucius  
"Before you embark on a journey of 
revenge, dig two graves." 
"Success depends upon previous 
preparation, and without such 
preparation, there is sure to be 
failure." 
"Our greatest glory is not in never 
falling, but in rising every time we 
fall." 
"Real knowledge is to know the 
extent of one's ignorance." 

"Hold faithfulness and sincerity as 
first principles." 
"I hear and I forget. I see and I 
remember. I do and I understand." 

"Respect yourself and others will 
respect you."  
 

Sayings from the ancients 
Arrogance:  
The man who praises himself will 
shame himself. 
Atheists: Don’t ask questions of God: 
he may say ‘If you’re so anxious for 
answers, come up here.  
True faith needs no evidence.  
Authority:  
No office can dignify a man, but 
many a man dignifies his office.  
When people who have led hard 
lives are given authority, they are 
harsher than tyrants.  
Beauty:  
It is good to look at the fair and live 
with the wise.   
How many laments their looks, and 
how few laments their brains. 
Beauty fades, but a good name 
endures. their brains.   
Books:  
Those who consider a thing proved 
simply because it’s in print are fools.  
Not by chance are son and book 
named in Latin by the same word: 
liber.  
A book should not be used as a 
missile, a shield, or an object for 
punishment.  

 

Meru Ullah 
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In Messy Church children and their 
parents/carers have fun learning about the 
Christian faith together through different 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
If you would like to know more about 
Messy Church please contact: 
Kirsty Hicks 07463918857   
 
Or come along on the day. 

9.00am 
14th September  

The Mustard Seed 
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24-7 Global Week of 

Prayer 
The 24 - 7 Prayer movement, 
headed up by Peter Greig, are 
coordinating a Global  Week of 
Prayer from 1st - 7th September 
2025. 
 
The event invites communities 
worldwide to engage in creative 
hands-on prayer experiences, 
uniting the Global Church in a 
shared declaration of God's 
greatness. 'As we pray together 
we seek to encounter God's 
presence and carry his heart for 
transformation into our towns, 
cities and nations.' 
 
All Saints Congleton have signed 
up with the 24 - 7 network to 
host: 

24 hours of prayer 
from 12 noon on Friday 5th 

September 
until 12 noon on Saturday 6th 

September 
which will take place in 

St Peter's Church, 
Chapel Street, Congleton  

All Saints’ Church Lawton are 
participating too .There is an on 
line calendar where people can 
sign up for a one hour slot.  Here 

is the: https://signup.24-
7prayer.com/signup/d5a291  

You can make a booking as a 
guest by clicking in the 
appropriate time slot. You can 
also book for other people by 
supplying a name and email 
address (use your own if they 
don't have one). 
 
For those who would find it 
difficult to sign up online please 
use the List Sheet at the back of 
the church. We will then record 
this on the online Calendar  
 
The world needs our prayers, the 
UK needs our prayer and 
Congleton needs our prayers, so 
let us encourage one another to 
come together to pray.  

 

https://allsaintscongleton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8b122de2c125ff78a5437d83a&id=a5f6bfd4d8&e=0255f7dd7e
https://allsaintscongleton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8b122de2c125ff78a5437d83a&id=a5f6bfd4d8&e=0255f7dd7e
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Praying with Prayers 
of the Bible - 
Learning to Pray by 
Example 
 

Luke 11:1: ‘Lord, teach us to pray.’   
 
Luke tells us that the disciples asked 
Jesus to teach them how to pray 
after He had just prayed.  This is very 
important.  In His preaching Jesus 
had spoken about prayer; (e.g. Matt. 
6:5-8) He had also included prayer in 
His teaching; e.g. Luke 18:1. But it 
was neither His preaching or 
teaching on prayer that inspired this 
request from His disciples; it was His 
example in prayer.  Also, Jesus had 
sent His disciples out to preach, yet 
their request was not, ‘Lord, teach us 
to preach.’ They had witnessed the 
mighty miracles that He performed 
and saw the astonishment of the 
crowds (Luke 9:43), but they did not 
ask Him, ‘Lord, teach us to perform 
miracles.’ No, they asked instead, 
‘Lord, teach us to pray.’ 
 
The disciples were beginning to learn 
that there was a direct link between 
the prayer life of Jesus and His Spirit-
anointed ministry.  We need go no 
further than what we find here in 
Luke’s Gospel to see the consistent 
prayer life of Jesus. As news of His 
mighty ministry spread far and wide, 
‘great multitudes gathered to hear 

and be healed’ (Lk. 5:15).  This was 
‘high noon’ in the ministry of our 
Lord and as the crowds gathered to 
hear Him, ‘He withdrew to the 
wilderness and prayed’ (v.16).   
 
The next chapter tells us that Jesus 
made a habit of having whole nights 
of prayer. ‘In those days He went out 
into the hills to pray, and He 
continued all night’ (6:12). A little 
later the evangelist records that 
immediately following the feeding of 
the five thousand, the disciples were 
with Jesus – and He was praying 
(9:18).  When Luke recounts the 
Transfiguration of Jesus, he says the 
Lord took Peter, John and James up 
the mountain ‘to pray’ (9:28). 
 
Luke wants his readers to know 
about the prayer life of Jesus.  At 
every step of His ministry we see 
Jesus praying.  He prayed early in the 
morning before the day began; He 
prayed late in the evening after 
hours of demanding ministry; He 
prayed in secret; He prayed with His 
disciples, and He often prayed all 
night. He prayed in homes; He 
prayed by the roadside; He prayed 
on mountains; He prayed in boats; 
He prayed in the wilderness; He 
prayed in the synagogue; He prayed 
in the Garden of Gethsemane; He 
prayed on the Cross. 
 

Revd Dr Herbert McGonigle  
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Church Collections for July 2025 
..  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our thanks to everyone who has helped us by giving faithfully 
and generously towards our costs of mission, ministry and   
maintenance. 
 

During this unprecedented challenging time, you can also keep up to 
date via our website where you can find out about our worship, 
church life, giving and accessing our monthly parish magazine. 

From the Registers 
 
Funerals 
 

 On  1st August    Gary Prince  Age 66 years  
  

  
“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie 
down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, ….   Surely 
goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”    

(23rd Psalm) 

Week Beginning 6th £766.05 

Week Beginning 13th £1,091.90 

Week Beginning 20th £665.67 

Week Beginning 27th £145.54 
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Knitivity 2025      
 
 
 

We are now closing in on our next 
Community Art Exhibition Knitivity 
2025, on the stitching side of the 
project my sewing needles are red 
hot as they are stitching together 
the many knitted squares that 
you’ve all been carefully producing 
over the past several months.  
 
To date Joseph, a shepherd and two 
kings or wise men have been com-
pletely finished and are waiting in 
the wings for 18th October when 
they will be on display, at the mo-
ment I’m working on the third king 
and shortly will look at sorting out 
the little donkey. Paul is busy making 
up the forms for Mary, the manger, 
baby Jesus and the stable.  
 
I hope that as well as knitting the 
squares you have told your friends 
and family about our project and 
they will find time to come and see 
all the wonderful squares and how 
they have been transformed into 
our Knitivity Exhibition.  
 
If you know of places where we can 
advertise this event please contact 
any church member to pass on the 
details, the more publicity we have 

the more people will come 
and see our lovely rural 
church, nestling in the 

Chesh-
ire countryside 
and of course 
there’ll always be 

a cuppa waiting for them and no 
doubt cake too!        
 
During our first week that coincides 
with School October half -term we 
will have free craft activities availa-
ble for youngsters coming along as 
visitors.  
 
Everyone has done a brilliant job 
making the squares please help us 
now to publicise the event, I don’t 
think visitors will be disappointed 
with what they see. 
 
So Knitivity dates for 
the diary 18th October 
to November 1st. Once 
again can I say a big 
thank you for all the 
squares that have been sent in, you 
are all superstars.  
 
With love and blessings Bev x  
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Laugh 
lines 

etcetera... 

What do Dentists call X -Rays 
Tooth Pics 

Fresh ideas for doing church 
 

The elderly priest, speaking to the 
younger priest, said, ”You had a 
good idea to replace the first four 
pews with plush bucket theatre 
seats. It worked like a charm. The 
front of the church always fills first 
now.” 
The young priest nodded, and the 
old priest continued, ”And you told 
me adding a little more beat to the 
music would bring young people 
back to church, so I supported you 
when you brought in that rock ‘n 
roll gospel choir. Now our services 
are consistently packed to the bal-
cony.” 
”Thank you, Father,” answered the 
young priest. ”I am pleased that 
you are open to the new ideas of 
youth.” 
”All of these ideas have been well 
and good,” said the elderly priest, 
”But I’m afraid you’ve gone too far 
with the drive-thru confessional.” 
”But, Father,” protested the young 
priest, ”my confessions and the do-
nations have nearly doubled since I 
began that!” 
”Yes,” replied the elderly priest, 
”and I appreciate that. But the 
flashing neon sign, ‘Toot ‘n Tell or 
Go to Hell’ cannot stay on the 
church roof!” 

Quotes that biblical characters 
might have said:- 

~ Adam: “You are what you eat.” 

~ Eve: “At least he doesn’t com-
pare me to his mother.” 

~ Moses: “From a basket case to 
the promised land.” 

~ At the Sinai desert: “Winding 
road for next 40 years.” 

~ At the Red Sea: “Caution!        
Subject to sudden flooding.” 
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Recycling & Green 
Living Tips 
 

 

10 Ways to inspire reuse in your 
community 
 
Reduce, 
reuse, 
recycle. For 
years, 
we’ve 
heard 
that environmental mantra. We 
often follow it. Companies cut down 
on their packaging, so it costs less to 
ship, and we recycle our plastic 
bottles and cans. But what about 
reuse? 
 

How many of us put something to 
further use beyond its initial 
application? Reusing can be much 
better than recycling. A perfectly 
good item can have its lifespan 
extended, even if it has served its 
purpose in your own home. It can go 
to someone else, for whom it is good 
as almost new, and in the process, 
we save the cost of producing brand-
new goods that will also have limited 
lives. Don’t know how to get your old 
goods into the hands of others?  
Here are some ideas. 
 

1. Freecycle is easy to use. It is a 
great website that lets users (both 
individuals and businesses) post 
items they no longer need. The first 
person to respond to a message gets 

to pick up the item and keep it — for 
free.  It is a good way of getting rid of 
things you have too many of. I have 
got rid of lots of plant pots to people 
who were looking for them. 
 

2. Start a magazine or book trade 
Don’t let them pile up around the 
house or recycle them after just one 
read, trade magazines with your 
neighbours. Each magazine gets read 
more than once, and we all save on 
buying more magazines than we 
need. (Don’t worry, you’re not 
cutting the magazines publishers out 
of any revenue by doing this. 
Magazines assume that their issues 
are going to be passed around, and 
they set their ad rates based on that 
higher number of eyeballs, not on 
subscriptions or newsstand sales).  
Another option is to leave your 
unwanted magazines and books in a 
local Little Free Library — or start 
one of your own for your 
neighbourhood. It’s as easy as 
putting up a postbox. Some places 
have used old phone boxes to start 
one.  
 

3. Be thrifty 
Most towns have charity shops in our 
town. Whenever you have something 
you no longer need, be it clothes or 
recently replaced computer monitor 
— take it over to one of the charity 
shops. The charities they serve get 
money when they sell the items, and 
someone else in the area gets a great 
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bargain. And if you buy something at 
the charity shop, share the news with 
your friends. Or, heck, bring them 
along when you go shopping. Maybe 
they’ll find a great bargain there, too. 
Some do not take electrical or 
electronic goods and others do so 
check in advance before taking any 
of those.  
 

4. Get schooled 
Most schools are happy for supplies, 
whether it’s office goods or things 
they can use for craft projects. Check 
with your local schools. Sometimes it 
helps when parents pool their efforts 
to meet a need. So, if there’s a 
newsletter for your kids’ school, sign 
up. If there isn’t, start one. 
 

5. Work with local groups 
Use your church or other local 
organisation to start a reuse project. 
Maybe you can have collection boxes 
for winter coats at your church or a 
pot exchange at your garden club. 
This also works for certain businesses 
with a social element e.g. cafes with 
book swap boxes where customers 
can take or drop off books for free. 
 

6. Hold a Reuse Fair 
Have an event with a few tables 
where people can bring good items 
and others and take them home to 
use. It can be clothing or other items.  
 

7. Be a Reuse Model 
Peer pressure, when used correctly, 
can be a powerful tool. Stand up as 

an example of ways that things can 
be reused. Bring reusable cloth bags 
with you when you shop. Leave your 
old magazines in doctors’ surgeries 
(cut your address off, for your 
privacy). Start craft projects that 
reuse unwanted items (like old CDs 
and DVDs)  
 
8.Return your clothes hangers to 
M&S 
Marks & Spencer’s will take back any 
of their own brand plastic hangers in 
their stores to reuse or if that is not 
possible, to recycle. Perhaps other 
stores will also do so ask when you 
are purchasing an item that comes 
with a hanger.  
9.Save the moss 
Moss absorbs more CO2 than trees, 
grows without soil and helps cool 
towns and cities so stop removing it 
in your gardens and let it grow. 
 

10.Avoid plastic in hair washing 
Shampoo bars and conditioner bars 
were introduced by Lush many years 
ago but many other brands are now 
available in most supermarkets, 
Boots, Bodyshop and others plus on-
line. Most are packaged in paper or 
cardboard and will last for 60-80 
washes which replaces 2-3 bottles of 
regular shampoo which are usually 
plastic. They are also useful for 
travel.  
 

Happy Recycling 
Carol Henshaw 



 

18 

 

 

 

All  Saints’ Community Page  

Its’s been a busy time in the 
churchyard during August and its 
lovely to welcome new volunteers 
to the group, here we have 
Christine who joined us recently 
helping Isabel and Ella who        
responded to the volunteer poster 
on the canal, simply wonderful. 
We would also like to welcome 
Brian to the group too, he has 
been busy tidying the edging of 
the paths—many thanks for doing 
this. 
The team have been busy           
strategically placing the logs from 
fallen trees for insects etc. The 
newly donated strimmer has been 
hard at work too. Thank you to all 
the volunteers, you make such a 
difference to the churchyard. 
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Fancy a game of Logo,  
Dominoes,  Rummikub, Snakes 

and  Ladders,  
Ludo, Scabble or  other games. 

Tuesday  2nd September 
2pm 

Then come and join us on     
Enjoy a challenge or  

teach others.  
 
 

All  Saints’ Community Page  

 
 
 
Diary Dates  
 

27th September, 10.30 – 12.30 Macmillan Coffee Morning 

12th October Harvest Service 

18th October – 1st November “Knitivity” 

8th November 10.30 – 12.30 October Coffee &Christmas 
Craft Fayre 

23rd November 10.45am Toy Service  

6th – 12th December Christmas Tree festival  



 

20 

 

All Saints’ Church Lawton is open daily 
The church is open daily for private prayer 10am to 4pm. 

Come in and spend a few quiet moments in the tranquil  

and peaceful setting. There is a prayer station at the front of  

the  church or simply choose a pew. 
 

No Morning Prayer at All Saints’ During September 
 

No Midweek Communion at the Rectory during 
September 
 

.Prayer Diary 
Now available copies of  the new monthly Prayer Diary with the names of 
all those on the electoral roll to enable us to pray regularly for one another.  

Prayer for September 
 

Heavenly Father, September is the month of new starts for so many. 
New starts can be exciting, but they can also be daunting. We don’t 
always know what to expect and sometimes we feel as if we are on 
our own in a strange new place, or situation. 

Help us to know that, as your people, we are never alone. You 
promised, through Jesus, to be with us always and You gave us Your 
Holy Spirit to empower us. 

 

In some ways every day is a new start – a new gift from You. As we 
unwrap the gift of each new day, this September, en-courage us to 
receive it confidently and expectantly. Help us to know that we can 
do all things, through Christ Jesus, who strengthens us. We can!  In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

By Daphne Kitching 
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Date Epistle Gospel  

7th 
Acts 12; 1 - 11 Mark 1: 14 - 20 

14th 1 Peter 2: 4 - 10 Matthew 16: 13 - 19 

21st 2 Corinthians 4: 1 - 6 Matthew 9: 9 - 13 

28th Ephesians 4: 7 - 16 Mark 14: 43 - 52 

    Bible Readings for September Services 

 

Please send any 
material for  
inclusion in the  
October edition 
of  Lawton 
Light!  
By September 
10th  

 
 
 
 
 

To  Jane Baker  
25 Dairylands Road,  
Church Lawton, ST7 3EU  
Telephone 01270 876363 or 
email: 
editor@allsaintschurchlawton. 
co.uk  

Teaser Answers 
A six-foot sculpture of a champagne bottle, 
cast in bronze and weighing over three tonnes, 
was to be installed as the centre piece of the 
‘Twilight Tinke Piano Bar’. The sculpture was 
so heavy it had to be picked up by a crane 
from outside the bar and hoisted in through 
the sky light. When the workman arrived, they 
came upon a problem; the bottle must be 
carried by the crane in slings that held it 
beneath its base. How were the burly removal 
men to put the centre piece in place, without 
getting the straps trapped? 
Ans= they were to place the sculpture on two 
blocks of ice. thus allowing the removal men 
to untie and remove the straps; as the ice 
melted the bronze bottle would nestle 
securely into its new home. 
What happens every year at 8.15 pm in the 
Saloon bar of the Brown Rat in Inverness on 
November 31st ?. 
Ans= Nothing there are only 30 Days in 
November. 
Oliver ordered a vodka and orange. And when 

it came it was half full of water. He didn’t 
complain to the barman, why not? 
Ans= The water was frozen in ice cubes. 
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Services & Speakers September 2025 

 8.30am 10.45am 6.00pm 

7th Trinty 12  

 Holy Communion  Holy Communion Service of the Word 

 Bev Boulton Rachel Pendleton Bev Boulton 

14th Trinity 13  

  Praise & Prayer Holy Communion 

  Margaret Cruxton Margaret Cruxton 

21st Trinity 14 

 Holy Communion Holy Communion Evening Prayer 

 Martin Oram Martin Oram Bev Boulton 

28th Trinity 15   

  Praise & Prayer Holy Communion 

  Margaret Cruxton Margaret Cruxton 
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September Rotas 

 Date Time Service  Readers Prayers 

7th September 8.30am Holy Communion BCP   

 10.45am Holy Communion CW Pat Lancaster Bev Nixon 

   Helen Mottram  

 6.00pm Service of the Word Christine Hollins  
Ken Newton 

Harold Dowler 

14th September 9.00am Messy Church   

10.45am Praise & Prayer 
 

Linda Jones 
Ruth Griffiths 

Bev Boulton 

6.00pm Holy Communion CW Chris Preston Bev Boulton 

  Kieran Hutchinson 

21st September 8.30am Holy Communion CW   

 10.45am Holy Communion C W Janet Parker Jane Baker 

   Di Williams  

 6.00pm Evening Prayer Harold Dowler  Jane Baker 

   Christine Hollins  

28th September 10.45am Praise & Prayer Paul Cruxton  

   Jane Baker Yvonne Banks 

 6.00pm Holy Communion  BCP Chris Preston Service Prayers 

   Kieran Hutchinson  

Summer Series 
Apostles 
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Odlum’s Garage 
 

Knutsford Road, Rode Heath 
ST7 3SN 

Sales, service, new & used parts,  

body shop, MOT, diagnostic testing.  

Saturday servicing 
 

Tel: 01270-876226 
kevinodlumsgarage@gmail.com 


