27th July  2025                 St. James the Less	                   Trinity 6      
SUNDAY
Holy Communion  - Rev.Pete

Readings
Colossians 26-15,   Luke 111-13
 31st  July     Joseph of Arimathea

Have you ever suffered from gossip? Ever discovered that people are saying some really wild things about you?  If so, Joseph of Arimathea would understand – and sympathise with you.  This decent, godly man of the gospels seems to have fired the imaginations of all sorts of odd people down the centuries.

Joseph was a rich, prominent member of the ruling Jewish council – the Sanhedrin. Mark’s gospel describes him as having been ‘waiting for the kingdom of God’ for years, and even being a secret disciple of Jesus. He played no part in the trial or crucifixion.

When Jesus was pronounced dead, Joseph had the seniority needed to approach Pilate for the body – and got it.  Near to where Jesus had been crucified there was a garden, and in the garden Joseph had a new tomb, cut deep in the rock.  Joseph laid Jesus there, and wrapped him in a linen cloth, according to Jewish burial custom, helped by Nicodemus and some women who had followed Jesus. 

Matthew tells us that the last thing Joseph did for Jesus was to sadly roll a big stone across the entrance to the tomb, and then go away. With that, Joseph passes out of history – and into legend.  For in the centuries that followed, Joseph was swept up into the Legend of the Holy Grail, the Legend of Glastonbury, and even bits of the Arthurian legends.  It was said that the Holy Thorn, which flowers at Christmas, had sprung from his staff.

The mind boggles at what Joseph would have made of it all.   One suspects he would have preferred to stick to the simple, but far better, true story: as having had the immense, unique privilege of laying the body of Jesus Christ in the tomb.  Even if Jesus didn’t stay there very long!
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Holy Communion  - Rev.Pete

Readings

                Exodus 3429 to end,  Matthew 1344-48
 Services next week
Sun 3rd Aug      8:00am St. J Holy Communion  
                        9:30am St. B Holy Communion
                              11:00am St. J  Morning Worship
[bookmark: _Hlk179408702]                      6:30pm St. J Evensong	 Weds 6th Aug  10:30am St. J Holy Communion










Heads up!

Thurs. 31st July – interviews for a team vicar to
join the BTH Team Ministry
Please be in PRAYER for all concerned.


Beat and Beans Café
MUSIC DAY
Sat. 9th Aug.  10:30am  - 3:00pm   Free event


Mon  10th Aug.  10 – 11:30am churchyard
                                                   working   party  



Sat 16th  Aug.   9:00am – 4:00pm
PILGRIMAGE of GRACE
A prayer walk visiting all the BTH churches

For more details, see our website
             https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6384/

“What wings are to a bird and sails to a ship, so is prayer to the soul,”   Corrie Ten Boom

Please continue to pray for  Derek Cotgrove,  Derek & Pam Johnson,  Guy Negus, Edward Hollis, Barbara Morley; and all those who are 
finding life a struggle at the moment.

Week-day readings for July 28th – Aug. 3rd

JULY – AUGUST
Mon 28h     Ezekiel 10:1-19
Tues 29th     Ezekiel 11:14 to end  
Weds 30th   Ezekiel 12:1-16  

Thurs 31st    Ezekiel 12:17 to end
AUGUST
Fri 1ST          Ezekiel 13:1-16  
Sat 2nd         Ezekiel 14:1-11  
Sun 3rd        Psalm 106:1-10
                      2 Peter 1:1-15

Sheena Slater (Licensed Lay Minister/Rota): 01702 554853 sheena.slater22@btinternet.com
Revd Mike (Retired Priest/Newsletter/Rota): mikeketley@aol.com
Claire Littlejohn (Newsletter): 01268 757557 turiclaire@gmail.com
Revd Pete (Area Dean): 01268 211009      hadleigh.area.dean@gmail.com
Church website: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6384/                  BTH website: bth-group.org
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