


From the Book of 

Remembrance 
Gone But Not Forgotten,                                           

Those We Love But See No More 

MARCH 

2nd    ELLEN STOTT                             1971 

           HARRIET ESME SANDS             2018 

5th     THOMAS CHARNLEY ANDERTON                 

                                                            1990 

8th     ROBERT COLBOURNE              2000 

10th   RONALD VINCENT CLOUGH  2000 

           ENID SHUTTLEWORTH              2019 

11th  GRAEME JOHN MIDDLEHURST 1996 

12th   HAROLD ECCLES                     1978 

14th   JUDITH LILIAN NEWTON           2016 

15th   LOIS KATE LINDSAY                  1990 

16th   COLIN WESTON                        2012 

20th   MILDRED MARY BRADFORD    2016 

21st    PATRICIA CHOLLET                   2004 

22nd  PHILLIP RICHARD STOTT           1985 

25th   DOREEN WILLIAMS                   1996 

28th   PAMELA MARY BULLOUGH     2007 

31st    PETER BELL                                2022 

 

If you would like to put a name in the 

Book, Please ask for a form from one of 

the Church Wardens. 

Thank You 

  

Even though I walk through the valley  

of the shadow of death, I will fear no 

evil, for you are with me; your rod and 

your staff, they comfort me. 

    Psalms 23:4 

 

Church Flowers                

DONATIONS TO THE EASTER 

FLOWERS HAVE BEEN MADE IN         

MEMORY OF RONALD 

CLOUGH and COLIN WESTON. 

3rd     LENT 

10th   MOTHERING SUNDAY 

17th  LENT 

24th  LENT 

31st  EASTER FLOWERS 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPONSOR FLOWERS 

FOR A SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY OR 

MEMORIAL? ALL THE NAMES ARE 

MENTIONED IN THE MAGAZINE EACH 

MONTH. FOR DETAILS, CONTACT JOAN 

HOPCRAFT O1254 854465. 

Services: March  

3rd   Holy Communion                  10.30am 

6th    Service of Praise                    6.30pm 

10th  Holy communion                   9am  

         Holy Communion                  10.30am 

13th  Service of praise                    6.30pm  

17th  Holy Communion                 10.30am 

20th  Service of praise                    6.30pm 

24th  Service of the word               9am 

         Holy Communion                  10.30am  

27th Service of praise                     6.30pm 

28th Maundy Thursday                   7.00pm 

29th Good Friday                            10.00am 

        Worship in the wild walk          2.00pm 

31st  Easter Holy Communion    10.30am 

April    

6th  Service of praise                   6.30pm  

7th Holy Communion                     10.30am 

 



Dear Friends, 

We are moving 

towards the end 

of the Lent  

Season, which  

began last month 

with Ash  

Wednesday on 

14th February. 

This was a time 

for deep contemplation, and growth 

in our faith and well-being.  

Passiontide and Holy Week, a time of 

celebration for the Christian church, 

begin on 24 th March. Maundy  

Thursday is commemorated on 28th 

March followed by Good Friday  

culminating with Easter Sunday  

celebration on 17th April. We share in 

Christ’s journey beyond the wilderness 

from His triumphant entry into  

Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, His  

Crucifixion to the Empty Tomb on 

Easter morning signifying His  

Resurrection. 

As I was gathering my thoughts for 

this letter, a favourite traditional hymn 

of mine: “The Old Rugged Cross”, by 

George Bennard, came to mind.  

Returning to America, George had a 

challenging feeling about the  

significance of the cross and its 

meaning for all experiencing the  

 

fellowship of Christ’s suffering. George 

became convinced that the cross 

was more than a religious symbol, the 

very heart of the gospel. He intro-

duced the song at a revival in 1913 

and soon it became popular  

throughout the country. In 1958, 

George exchanged his cross for a 

crown. The hymn is currently running 

with over 50m views on Youtube. 

We have all witnessed the terrible 

atrocities experienced by families in 

the conflicts in the Ukraine and the 

Middle East. The Church of England, 

the United Society Partners of the 

Gospel and other national / global 

charities and governments are  

working together to get aid to 

Ukraine and Gaza. All initiatives  

welcomed to help the displaced  

refugees in this war-torn country. 

As time progresses and there seem to 

be no clear – cut answers to the 

problems faced by these countries, I 

and others repeatedly ask the  

question: “When will all of this stop?” 

Bishop Robert Innes from the Diocese 

in Europe said, ‘War is horrible. It  

injures, destroys and kills in an often 

indiscriminate and uncontrollable 

way. And now, we face war in  

Europe. The people of our little 

church, Christ Church Kyiv, find  

themselves in the midst of this crisis.’ 

The season of Lent and Easter  

provides the reflective window to 

calm our restlessness and anxiety in 

the midst of this European crisis (and 

tragedies elsewhere). To also find 

peace in the limits of our capacity to 

respond or helplessness to make a 

difference. We pray. Yes, we pray. 

We pray for the protection of the 

people of Ukraine and Gaza, a 

breakthrough in peaceful  

negotiations, the safety of those 

bringing aid, the whole Christian 

Church in these places and peace 

across the world. We trust that in the 

midst of this dark storm, joy will come 

in the ‘morning’. 

The eleventh chapter of Matthew’s 

Gospel says: “Come to me, all of you 

who are weary and carry heavy  

burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 

my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, 

because I am humble and gentle at 

heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, 

and the burden I give you is light.” 

I believe that through life’s testing, 

prayers and reflection (including  

recent events), as experienced 

throughout history, we’ll emerge 

stronger with a transformed sense of 

perspective, greater faith and 

peace, as beautifully captured by 

Washington Irving: “There is a  

sacredness in (our) tears (and hurt). 

They are not marks of weakness, but 

of power. They speak more eloquent-

ly than ten thousand tongues.” The 

transposing of “tears” with “prayer” 

equally applies. 

This brings me back to the verses of 

the “Old Rugged Cross”. “On a hill far 

away, stood an old rugged Cross. The 

emblem of suff’ring and shame. And I 

love that old Cross where the dearest 

and best for a world of lost sinners 

was slain”. To understand the work of 

Christ in these difficult times and  

Easter invites us to appreciate Christ’s 

death, its significance, the foundation 

of this full and free salvation for us. In 

the sad reality of the “Old Rugged 

Cross” of Christ, we discover a symbol 

of His love and sacrifice of us, which 

transforms us with enough to make it 

through to the next day, one day at a 

time, within the arena of faith. 

We, Christians, take our bearings of 

guidance and faith from fixed and 

predetermined points. These fixed 

points help us to navigate our way 

safely past the rocks and shoals of life 

to the safety of heaven’s harbour one 

day at a time. This is a great assur-

ance for us all in Brindle. We are in 

difficult times but the Easter season, 

time and time again, invites us to  

return to these fixed points for comfort 

and rest and to remember that  

radical change is possible through 

Jesus’ great sacrifice for us. 

God Bless, 

 

 

 

Apples of Gold 

Rev Jon 



Promise Auction – Thanks! 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who 

donated promises and raffle prizes for our 

promise Auction last week. Thanks also to 

Julia Dixon and Nikki McGrath for  

co-ordinating the promise auction, to 

Mark & Liz and all of the wonderful team 

at the Brindle Distillery for their exceptional 

welcome and generous hospitality, and of 

course to all the lovely people from Brindle 

and beyond who came along to bid.  

The evening was a great success with a 

fabulous atmosphere, amazing pizza and 

an unbelievable £10,000 raised for Brindle 

School and Brindle St James church. The 

auction itself was  extremely entertaining 

thanks to our talented auctioneers  

Mandy and Graham, who not only made 

the event engaging and witty, but also 

making sure that that each item reached 

it’s maximum value, and often much 

more. 

We at Brindle St James have been  

enormously thrilled by the generosity of 

the local community. On behalf of all the 

church community, thank you for your 

time, effort and kind donations. We are so  

blessed to have  your support. We look  

forward to planning how we can best use 

this money to grow our ministry and  

mission in the local community. Watch this 

space for further news! 

It is still possible to buy bottles of the  

limited edition Water Street gin via the 

Brindle Distillery website or directly from 

their shop. A  further donation will be 

made for each bottle sold.          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Life Events 

Congratulations to Jude Barrett who was 

baptised on 25th February. Welcome to 

the church family! 

 



Reflections on Motherhood 

 
The fourth Sunday in Lent marks Mothering Sunday in 

the Christian calendar. So I have taken a look at what 

the Holy Bible says about motherhood. As I searched 

the internet for inspiration, verses from Proverbs 31  

featured frequently. Tucked away right at the end of 

the book of Proverbs, (verses 10-31), I found a passage 

entitled, “Hymn to a Good Wife”.  

 

“A good woman is hard to find, and worth far more 

than diamonds. Her husband trusts her without reserve, 

and never has reason to regret it. Never spiteful, she 

treats him generously all her life long. 

She shops around for the best yarns and cottons, and 

enjoys knitting and sewing. She’s like a trading ship that 

sails to faraway places and brings back exotic surprises. 

She’s up before dawn, preparing breakfast for her  

family and organising her day. She looks over a field 

and buys it, then, with money she’s put aside, plants a 

garden. First thing in the morning, she dresses for work, 

rolls up her sleeves, eager to get started. She senses the 

worth of her work, is in no hurry to call it quits for the 

day.  

She’s skilled in the crafts of home and hearth, diligent in 

homemaking. She’s quick to assist anyone in need, 

reaches out to help the poor. She doesn’t worry about 

her family when it snows; their winter clothes are all 

mended and ready to wear. She makes her own  

clothing, and dresses in colourful linens and silks. Her 

husband is greatly respected when he deliberates with 

the city fathers. She designs gowns and sells them, 

brings the sweaters she knits to the dress shops. Her 

clothes are well-made and elegant, and she always 

faces tomorrow with a smile. 

When she speaks she has something worthwhile to say, 

and she always says it kindly. She keeps an eye on  

everyone in her household, and keeps them all busy 

and productive. 

Her children respect and bless her; her husband joins in 

with words of praise: ‘Many women have done  

wonderful things, but you’ve outclassed them all.’ 

Charm can mislead and beauty soon fades.  

The woman to be admired and praised is the woman 

who lives in the Fear-of-God. Give her everything she  

deserves! Adorn her life with praises!”  

The Message.  

  

Wow! If this is the job description and person  

specification for a wife and mother, I am  

just reading it! For sure, it sets the bar extremely high. I 

know for certain that, as a mother raising my two sons, I 

have fallen very far short of this example on very many 

occasions. Surely no-one can achieve such high  

standards?! 

  

However, on the flip side, as I took some time to  

ponder the many and varied activities, attributes and 

the experience listed, I clearly saw glimpses that still  

resonate today, to one degree or another. Our  

mothers can be at the very heart of family life;  

and their contribution can be one of self sacrifice,  

putting the needs of other family members before their 

own.  

 

In some families, mothers can provide the oil that keeps 

the machinery of the daily timetable running well and 

weathering the ups and downs of family life. They try to 

keep everyone living as healthily, happily and as 

smoothly as possible. Their many and varied roles are 

centred around caring and nurturing; practical  

provision and support;  teaching and guidance; 

sharing with others, giving gifts and organising  

celebrations; and, ultimately, letting go, watching on 

and supporting from a distance when their children fly 

the nest.  

  

However, I recognise that not everybody’s relationship 

with their birth mother, is, was or has been a positive 

one. Be it through absence, abuse, death, neglect,  

estrangement, ill-health or other separation, there may 

be hurting and a void. We may instead have a  

surrogate mother figure in our life, maybe an  

auntie or sister, an adoptive or foster mother, a step 

mother, a neighbour, friend, or even a healthcare  

professional. Someone whom we can trust to help and 

support us. Proverbs 31, is not so much an expectation  

but perhaps more an mazing observation of the role 

that mothers  and mother role models play in family life 

and society as a whole.  

 

When my mother was in her late nineties, I was moved 

by a  desire that her children and grandchildren  

expressed collective thanks to her. I sought their  

personal reflections, and this is the tribute that I com-

piled from their responses.  

 Family Tribute to Linda Thomas  

1919 to 2020 

 

 daughter * granddaughter * sister 

niece * aunt * wife * mother 

mother-in-law * grandmother 

  

a wonderful home and family maker 

organiser * nurse * hostess * joybringer 

  

chef * baker * pastry cook 

cake maker and decorator 

gardener * painter and decorator 

  

counsellor * adviser * friend 

a very good judge of character 

letter-writer extraordinaire 

  

shop assistant * administrator 

window dresser * packer * secretary 

 entertainer * musician * singer * pianist * storyteller * 

autobiographer * historian 

  

map reader - as long at the map is  

orientated in the direction of travel!!! 

  

designer of colourful artistic tapestries which are  

treasured by the recipients and will be handed down 

the generations 

  

always giving * courageous * caring * 

considerate * dependable *  

encouraging * empathetic * energetic * exemplary * 

fiercely loyal * generous * 

hard working * inspiring * imperturbable * loving  *  

matriarchal * nurturing *  



  

patient * perceptive * resilient *   

 resourceful  * selfless * steadfast * strong * talented * 

tenacious * thoughtful *  

 

warm hearted and wise  

young at heart with a twinkle in her eye 

 a remarkable human being with whom we are so glad 

to journey. 

 

 

  My mum was visibly moved to receive our thanks        

  and praise. I was very glad that we had shared our  

  reflections while Mum was still alive, rather than at her  

  funeral. Nowadays, we all cherish her memory, and      

  her love and influence live on in the forefront of our    

  hearts and minds.  

  

  So when Mothering Sunday falls on 10 March 2024, we     

  are urged, where we still can, to “give our mother  

  everything she deserves”: come let us “adorn her life   

  with praises!” Where there are mother-child  

  relationships that are broken and hurting, let us pray    

  for reconciliation and healing. Let us pray for these   

  things, forever and ever.  

 

  Christine Durber  

 

 



 

  





 

Logs & Kindling 
Trailer loads or Bags 

Delivered to your door 

Tree Surgery Service 

             
Tel: 01254 854238 

01257 273718 

P. Hitchen                                

Traditional Plasterer 

Internal & External 

Re-Skims over Artex 

Waterproof Sand & Cement 

Rendering 

All Damp Problems 

All property repairs:- 

Pointing, Roof Repairs 

Ridges, Chimneys 

01257 268950 

07768 997688 
LCC Safe Trader Registered 

www.facebook.com/stjamesbrindle  

Directory                                                               
Rector             Rev. Jon Price       07483 948380   

    rector@brindlestjames.co.uk      

Church Wardens  Jenny Ashcroft    07795 503728                                     

    jennyking8@aol.com       

    Roger Parr   07941 388864                                

    rogerparr10@aol.com                          

Verger                           

Treasurer   Richard Howarth  07713 390722           

Sunday School  Catharine Cummins     01772 316745   

    Carolyn Grimbaldeston 01254 854679                                                 

Choir    Shirley Lindsay       01254 209572                              

Pastoral Team  Millie Santus    01254 853432   

    Lynn Packer    01772 323267                                  

Bell Ringers   Stuart Crosby       01257 265542                               

Mothers’ Union  Rana Shihadah   07801 546254                              

PCC Secretary  Julia Dixon   07411 888090      

Weekly Newsletter  Lynn Packer            01772 323267    

    lynndavepacker@hotmail.co.uk                                 

Scouts/Cubs/Beavers  Ann Hardman                gsl@bsjscouts.co.uk                              

Guiding/Brownies and Sam Eccles         07749 383888                   

Rainbows   1stbrindle.guides@gmail.com                                        

                                                  

Community Hall Bookings Susan Horrocks  01254 852173                                   

W. I.    Susan Burgess   01772 311418           

St James’ Players  Stuart Lockhart      01254 852522           

Historical Society      Henry Stone        01254 854290   

    henry.stone.t21@btinternet.com                            

Brindle Art Group  Shirley Stone   01254 854290                      

55+ (BOFFS)   Richard Evans       01254 852894                                                       

Gardening Club   Barbara Woods  bwoods5@talktalk.net                        

Brindle St. James’ School Mrs Austin (Head Teacher) 01254 852379                         

Brindle Parish Council Katherine Milnes  clerk@brindleparishcouncil.org.uk        

                                                  www.brindleparishcouncil.org.uk 

Brindle Voice Commercial Advertising        

    Julie Pawson   07714 285699   

    juliebpawson@outlook.com                                

Brindle Voice Editor  Sally Price         07580 690692                            

               sallyprice07@gmail.com 

 Please let me know if you would like the contact details for your local                                                    

organisation adding to the directory.     

   
www.twitter.com/BrindleStJames    

 
Advertise 

your 

business 

here! 

Contact Julie Pawson Tel: 07714 285699                         

email: juliebpawson@outlook.com 

http://www.facebook.com/stjamesbrindle
https://twitter.com/brindlestjames



